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 As Washington and Kabul tus-
sle over an agreement that would 
allow American troops to stay in 
Afghanistan past the end of 2014, 
President Barack Obama said little 

about the war’s fate in his State of 
the Union address and announced 
no new policies or plans. 

He made scant reference to 
Afghanistan, mentioning it only 
 briefly toward the end of an hour-
 long speech.  

“With Afghan forces now in the 
lead for their own security, our 

troops have moved to a support 
role,” Obama said. “Together with 
our allies, we will complete our 
mission there by the end of this 
year, and America’s longest war 
will finally be over.”

He noted though that “a small 
force of Americans could remain 
in Afghanistan with NATO allies 

to carry out two narrow missions: 
training and assisting Af-
ghan forces, and counter-
terrorism operations to 
pursue any remnants 
of al-Qaida.”
SEE STATE 
ON PAGE 7
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 BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan  

Internal communications obtained by Stars 
and Stripes allege a troubling pattern of 
wrongdoing and violation of scientific ethics 
by JPAC’s Central Identification Laboratory, 

the section responsible for the lion’s share of ef-
forts to search for, recover and identify American 
personnel missing from past military conflicts.

The documents contain allegations of botched 
recovery and identification efforts that span mod-
ern American military history, including World 
War II dead on Tarawa Atoll; Korean War dead 
at Upo Lake, South Korea; and Vietnam-era war 
dead on Koh Tang island in Cambodia.

The offenses allegedly committed by labora-
tory personnel include possible desecration and 
mishandling of remains, failure to keep critical 
records, excavation of incorrect sites and waste 
of taxpayer funds on duplicate efforts caused by 
shoddy performance.
SEE JPAC ON PAGE 16

Internal memo alleges JPAC ethics 
violations, mishandling of remains

 A Marine from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command looks through a strainer to see if 
he can find remains of a servicemember from 
World War II  on the island of Tarawa, Republic 
of Kiribati,  in  2010.   Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force
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“I boohooed a lot. It was 
traumatic. I’m just glad
I didn’t have to stay on 
that interstate all night, 
but there are still people 

out there.”
— Linda Moore, who spent 12 

hours stuck in her car on I-65 south 
of Birmingham, Ga., after

a snowstorm snarled traffic

See story on Page 8
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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — House leg-
islators confronted Defense De-
partment officials and chaplains 
in a heavily attended hearing 
Wednesday with the question 
of whether a new DOD policy to 
ensure religious freedom really 
does what it’s supposed to do.

The policy announced last 
week says servicemembers can 
follow, among other things, their 
religions’ grooming standards 
based on “sincerely held beliefs” 
if the exceptions don’t harm unit 
readiness or cohesion — but one 
member of the House Armed 
Services Committee personnel 
subcommittee asked if the direc-
tive goes far enough.

Sikh groups and several Sikh 
members of the armed forces are 
worried that the policy’s require-
ment to seek waivers from top 
service branch officials to wear 
the religion’s mandatory beards 
and turbans effectively bars them 
from the military, said Rep. Joe 
Heck, R-Nev.

Meanwhile, a number of other 
Republican legislators expressed 
concern that DOD’s policy on re-
ligious freedom, which comes on 
the heels of major reversals on di-
visive issues such as gays in the 
military and same-sex marriage, 
might not protect the religious 
rights of Christian believers.

About 10 turbaned Sikhs were 
in the hearing room Wednesday, 
and more who could not be seated 
in the packed hearing room wait-
ed in the hallway.

Might Sikhs joining the mili-
tary be forced to adopt regula-
tion grooming in boot camp while 
they await a waiver, or seek new 
waivers every time they are reas-
signed, Heck asked?

Virginia “Vee” Penrod, deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for 
military personnel policy, said it 
would be up to services, which 
have not released their companion 
policies to the DOD instruction.

“We’ve delegated that to the 
services, and the reason behind 
that is the service is in the best 
position to determine their readi-
ness needs, to determine unit 

cohesion, safety and health of 
not only the individual, but the 
unit,” she said. “The service has 
a responsibility though to look at 
the request of the individual, and 
it has to be a compelling govern-
mental interest” before denying a 
waiver request.

Among other things, Sikhs 
fear that such waiver requests 
might take so long to be decided 
that they would be required to 
adopt regulation standards in the 
meantime.

Sikhs are a deeply patriotic 
group and want to serve in the 
military while staying true 
to their faith, said Army Maj. 
Kamal S. Singh, a military doctor 
who attended the hearing. He’s 
one of three Sikhs who previously 
had won exemptions to military 
grooming policies.

“I’m not a lobbyist, I’m just a 
soldier,” he said. “I’m proof of 
concept that a Sikh can wear a 
helmet, can wear a gas mask and 
get a seal … that we can do every-
thing that is needed by any soldier, 

with our articles of faith intact.”
Accommodation for minority 

religions was not the main con-
cern of the primarily Republican 
House members present Wednes-
day. Many of their questions cen-
tered around allegations that free 
expression of faith by Christian 
believers was being suppressed.

Rep. Alan Nunnelee, R-Miss., 
raised a question about an alleged 
instance at Camp Shelby, Miss ., 
of a DOD equal opportunity of-
ficer telling soldiers they had to 
use the term “holidays” instead 
of “Christmas” to avoid offend-
ing members of non-Christian 
religions.

Instances of Christians being 
told to be careful how they ex-
press their religions are frequent, 
he said.

“We get the same answer we 
continually get, and that is, ‘This 
is an isolated incident; it will not 
happen again,’ ” Nunnelee said.

On the whole, chaplains and 
servicemembers at large seem 
to believe they are able to freely 

practice their faiths, the officials 
said.

Penrod and top chaplains from
the departments of the Navy,
Army and Air Force said they
were aware neither of current re-
ports of chaplains being warned
not to freely share their religions,
nor of troops reporting instances
of improper proselytizing.

The military is absorbing a 
number of new policies, includ-
ing recognition of same-sex 
marriage, and while some may
fear a wave of enforced political
correctness, that hasn’t been the
case, Penrod said.

“To my knowledge, we’ve not 
had instances where we could pin-
point a specific chaplain that has
complained or provided evidence
that they have been forced to
provide a sermon or attend a cer-
emony or oversee a ceremony that 
went against the dictates of their
particular religion,” she said.
Stars and Stripes reporter Carlos 
Bongioanni contributed to this report.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

 CARLOS BONGIOANNI/Stars and Stripes

Army Reserve Maj. Kamal S. Kalsi speaks with U.S. Rep. Joe Heck, R-Nev., before the start of a 
hearing before a House Armed Services Committee personnel subcommittee Wednesday on a Defense 
Department directive that provides guidance on uniforms and grooming with respect to religious beliefs .

MILITARY

Religious freedom topic of hearing
Some fear new DOD policy is more restrictive than accommodating
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The BSM is the most abused 
and misdirected medal. It was 
instituted in WWII as an award 
intended for infantrymen and 
others after long front-line 
combat in consideration of their 
exposure to death and maiming 
and as a morale measure. Now, 
the BSM goes to Finance O-3s, 
HQ staff and others based on 
rank, while the E-4 infantryman 
is lucky to get an Achievement 
or Commendation medal.

— Commander_Chico  

Start by getting rid of all the 
‘participation’ medals, National 
Defense, War On Terror Service, 
the Army and Air Force’s Ser-
vice ribbons. We’re the military 
not a tee ball club, we don’t do 
trophies for just being on the 
team.

— Troy Stull  

Perhaps there are three classes 
of medals:
1. earned by heroic combat 
action  2. given for outstanding 
support of combat operations 
3. promotion advancement 
enhancements. It should follow 
that order of precedence reflect 
this hierarchy.

— mytakeis 

The only thing that ever mat-
tered to me was recognition 
and thanks from my guys after 
it was all over. ... That’s just 
me, I never felt the desire to 
parade my salad around those 
silly dining-in functions.

— Wally  

Stop using any medal that was 
originally meant for valor as a 
reward for merely doing ones 
job when not actually in danger. 
It sickens me how many Bronze 
Stars were issued to folks who 
never left the confines of Camp 
Arifjan, their biggest decision 
was at the DFAC...steak or 
lobster?

— CaptBuck

You mean they have not been 
reviewing this already?

— parkerds61  

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/medals

stripes.com

Readers respond:

Say what?
A sample of reader 

comments from 

The Pentagon has announced 
a broad-ranging review 
to settle questions on the 
military’s full range of medals 
and awards. 

Medals review

MIDEAST

 The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The fed-
eral government is suing Kel-
logg, Brown & Root Services Inc., 
charging that the defense con-
tractor submitted false claims and 
took kickbacks in connection with 
a U.S. Army contract in Iraq.

The most shocking accusation, 
according to the Military Times: 
Workers used “refrigerated 
trailers to transport ice for con-
sumption by the troops that had 
previously been used as tempo-
rary morgues without first sani-
tizing them.”

The incidents occurred in 2003 
and 2004 throughout Iraq, said a 
source with detailed knowledge 
of the suit and circumstances.

According to the Times:
“Sometime around July 2003, 

while R-89 was being used as a 
morgue, the refrigeration motor 
broke down, leading KBR to send 
it back to Kuwait for repairs,” the 
suit said. “In late August 2003, 
after R-89 was repaired, KBR 
used the reefer to transport po-
table ice for the troops at Camp 
Matilda in Kuwait. KBR did not 
properly sanitize R-89 before 
loading it with potable ice for use 
by the troops.

“KBR also used other morgue 
reefers  to transport ice and food 
for human consumption without 
properly sanitizing them first. 
KBR charged the Government 
for the costs of these reefers with-
out disclosing that they had been 
used as morgue reefers and had 
not been properly sanitized.”

The government alleges that 
KBR employees took kickbacks 
from two Kuwaiti companies that 
it hired as subcontractors in 2003 
and 2004, then filed claims for re-
imbursement for inflated costs.

The Justice Department said 
Thursday that it filed the lawsuit 
in federal court in Illinois. Hous-
ton-based KBR said it could not 
comment on the lawsuit Thursday 
because it had just been filed.

KBR had a contract to provide 
transportation, maintenance, 
food, shelter and other services to 
support the Army in Iraq, and it 
used local subcontractors to per-
form some of the work.

In the civil lawsuit, the gov-
ernment charged that KBR em-
ployees took kickbacks from La 
Nouvelle General Trading & Con-
tracting Co. and First Kuwaiti 
Trading Co. for the award and 
oversight of subcontracts, then 
filed false reimbursement claims. 
In one case, the government said, 
KBR inflated the value of fuel 
tankers provided by La Nouvelle, 
which later gave the KBR employ-
ee who awarded the subcontract 
$1 million. In another, officials 
said, KBR continued to make 
 lease payments to First Kuwaiti 
for trucks that KBR had already 
returned to the subcontractor .

The Justice Department said 
that federal prosecutors in Illi-
nois have won convictions against 
10 companies and individuals in 
connection with contracts in Iraq, 
including three KBR subcontract 
managers . 

 Suicide bomber kills
2 Afghan army soldiers 

KABUL  — Provincial authori-
ties said a suicide bomber killed 
two Afghan soldiers in a market 
in eastern Afghanistan.

Shafiqullah Nang, spokesman 

for the eastern province of Ghaz-
ni, said another three civilians 
were wounded in the blast in a 
bazaar in the Qarabagh district of 
the province Wednesday.

The Taliban claimed respon-
sibility for the bombing in an 
emailed statement.

Also Wednesday, Nang said, 

15 Taliban fighters were killed 
in an operation conducted by the 
Afghan National Security Forces 
in Ghazni’s district of Andar. He 
said he was not aware of any ca-
sualties suffered by government 
forces. He had no other details.

 From The Associated Press

BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL — More than half a 
million dollars in U.S. aid money 
went toward building a hospital 
in rural Afghanistan that lacks 
clean water and sufficient elec-
tricity and is failing to provide 
minimum health care for its 
patients, according to a report 
released Wednesday by an Amer-
ican government watchdog.

 Salang Hospital, which opened 
its doors in Parwan province a 
year ago, is plagued by a lack 
of clean water, electricity and 
basic equipment, the Special 
Inspector General for Afghani-
stan Reconstruction found in an 
investigation.

The understaffed personnel at 
the facility are doing their best 
with what they have but, because 
the hospital was not built to the 
standards called for in the con-
tract, it is “functioning more as 
a medical clinic than as a hospi-
tal with surgical and diagnostic 
care,” the report concluded.

“Most notably, there is no clean, 
permanent water supply and vir-
tually no electrical power,” in-
vestigators wrote. “As a result, 
patients, including newborn ba-
bies, are bathed in untreated river 

water and, at night, only three 
light bulbs provide illumination 
to treat emergency patients.”

In addition, the  building itself 
suffers from structural weak-
nesses that put it at increased 
risk of collapse, as it is located in 
one of the most earthquake-prone 
areas of the country, the report 
said.

The hospital was constructed 
through a $597,929 contract 
awarded to an Afghan company, 
Shafi Hakimi Construction. As 
the hospital was being construct-
ed in 2012, inspectors from U.S. 
Forces-Afghanistan reviewed the 
site and found deficiencies. Nev-
ertheless, the contractor was paid 
in full without the problems being 
fixed, according to SIGAR.

USFOR-A defended the hos-
pital in a  news release issued on 
Tuesday in anticipation of the 
report . 

“The U.S.-funded 20-bed 
Salang Hospital represents a sig-
nificant step forward in medical 
services for local Afghans who 
previously had access to minimal 
medical care and were forced to 
travel 30 kilometers down treach-
erous mountain roads to obtain 
higher level hospital services,” 
the statement read. 

U.S. officials acknowledged 
that water for the facility was 

provided by a local river, but in-
sisted that it was disinfected prior 
to use. 

Shah Wali Shahid, deputy gov-
ernor of Parwan province, told 
Stars and Stripes that the facility 
has long suffered from problems. 

“The hospital had some prob-
lems from the beginning, and we 
told the contractor and [U.S. offi-
cials] at that time to solve them,” 
he said.

SIGAR recommended that 
USFOR-A determine why the 
hospital was not built to proper 
specifications; whether disci-
plinary action may be needed; 
and what could be done to fix the 
problems.

As of the time when SIGAR re-
leased the report, USFOR-A had 
not issued a formal response.

“The staff of Salang hospital 
should be commended for making 
the best of the limited facility,” 
SIGAR investigators concluded. 
“However, the hospital does not 
serve the medical needs of the 
people of Salang district as in-
tended and may be a danger to its 
patients and staff because of the 
potential for the structure’s col-
lapse in an earthquake.”
Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

US sues 
KBR over 
Iraq work

Report: US-funded hospital 
in Afghanistan substandard

Courtesy of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction

Salang Hospital in Afghanistan’s Parwan province cost nearly $600,000 to build, but it cannot be 
fully utilized because of an inadequate supply of electricity, a lack of clean water and other concerns, 
according to  the U.S.  Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction .
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PACIFIC

 BY ERIC TALMADGE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — North Korea’s 
propaganda machine is churning out near-
daily diatribes against the United States 
and South Korea for a series of soon-to-
start military maneuvers, warning that 
nuclear war could be imminent and say-
ing it will take dramatic action of its own if 
further provoked.

Sound familiar?
Pyongyang’s increasingly shrill oppo-

sition to the annual joint drills looks very 
similar to the kind of vitriol that preceded 
the start of the same exercises last year 
and led to a steep rise in tensions on the 
Korean Peninsula. 

That round of escalation culminated in 
threats of a nuclear strike on Washington 
and the flattening of Seoul before the ma-
neuvers ended and both sides went back to 
their corners.

It appears the first stages of this year’s 
battle have already begun — though some 
experts say they don’t think it will be as 
high-pitched as last year’s.

In the latest of the North’s increasingly 
frequent salvos against the exercises, it 
said through its state-run media that the 
United States is building up its military 
forces in Asia so it can invade the country 

— formally called the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, or DPRK — and take 
control of the whole region.

“It is the strategic goal of the U.S. to 
invade the DPRK, bring its neighboring 
countries under its control with it as a step-
ping-stone and, furthermore, dominate 
the whole Asia-Pacific region,” the ruling 
party’s Rodong Sinmun said in an analy-
sis Monday. “The U.S. is working hard to 
kick off large-scale joint military drills 
this year, too, for the purpose of mount-
ing a pre-emptive nuclear attack upon the 
DPRK.”

The invectives against the exercises 
began earlier this month, when the North’s 
powerful National Defense Commission 
proposed the rivals halt military actions 
and “mutual vilification” to build better 
relations. 

The North, however, strongly hinted it 
would maintain its nuclear weapons pro-
gram while urging South Korea to cancel 
the drills with the United States, set to 
begin in late February.

Pyongyang’s ambassador to key ally 
China offered a somewhat less caustic line 
at a rare news conference Wednesday. Ji 
Jae Ryong told international media the 
north wanted to reduce tensions to allow 
steps toward reconciliation and eventual 
unification between North and South.

“First, we propose taking preparatory 
measures in response to the warm call 
for creating an atmosphere for improving 
North-South ties,” Ji said. “In this regard, 
we officially propose the South Korean au-
thorities take critical measures of halting 
acts of provoking and slandering the other 
side from Jan. 30.”

Ji reiterated that Pyongyang had no in-
tention of abandoning its nuclear weapons 
program.

Seoul-based analyst Daniel Pinkston, of 
the International Crisis Group, said that 
although some experts saw the proposal 
as an overture or part of a “charm offen-

sive” by the North, it was intended more
as a means of setting the stage for more
heated actions ahead — since Pyongyang
has no reason to expect that Washington 
and Seoul would seriously consider nixing
Foal Eagle.

“It feeds into the propaganda cycle
again,” he said. “It’s a way of showing the
domestic audience that, ‘we made a serious 
overture. We tried to bend over backwards. 
But they showed their true colors.’ 

“I don’t see any cooperative measures or
charm offensive at all.”

Seoul and Washington have essentially
ignored the North’s proposal. 

North Korea resumes
rhetoric over training

 AP

U.S. and South Korean soldiers  take part in a joint military exercise  in South Korea in 
May 2013. North Korea  has issued a series of diatribes against the U.S. and South 
Korea  in advance of this year’s joint training.
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BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Some 
middle school athletes at Defense Depart-
ment schools in the Pacific have become 
the latest victims of defense budget cuts.

In an effort to cut costs, the Department 
of Defense Education Activity announced 
this week that it will strictly enforce a pro-
hibition on middle-schoolers representing 
their schools in competitive sports, such 
as cross-country, track, golf, tennis and 
wrestling.

Some schools had, for many years, al-
lowed middle school students to travel to 
high school competitions and participate 
in “exhibition” events. For example, an 
eighth-grader could take part in a cross-
country event with the high school team, 
but his or her times would not count in the 
actual competition. 

The number of middle school athletes 
taking part  would depend  on the skill level 
of the  different athletes and the number of 
spots open to those athletes to travel with 
the varsity team.

DODEA’s financial woes — part of the 
larger Defense Department sequestration 
— have forced drastic cuts to high school 
sports this year, and that means the end of 
middle school athletes participating in var-
sity events, according to officials.

“Our athletic budget has been reduced, 
and that has created angst for some folks,” 
DODEA Japan District superintendent 
Lois Rapp told about 50 concerned parents 
during a meeting at Yokota Middle School 

on Tuesday night.
Travel for sports has become more ex-

pensive, Rapp told the parents. It cost 
$25,000 to fly a school cross-country team 
from Sasebo to Misawa for a recent  meet, 
for example, she said.

DODEA athletic directors worldwide 
have been ordered to bring schools back in 
line with regulations that prohibit middle 
school sports teams and students traveling 
for athletic competition, Rapp said.

Thatt doesn’t mean the end of middle 
school sports altogether, Rapp said.

“There is no intent to have no athletic op-
portunities at the middle schools,” she told 
the parents.

Instead of competing against other 
schools, students will be allowed to partici-
pate in sports only with students from their 
own school, she said.

“Athletics are not funded for DODEA 
until high school level, other than for intra-
mural purposes,” she said. “You can have a 
Yokota track club but not a track team.”

In that respect, DODEA is different 
 from most stateside school districts, where 
students can begin participating in many 
school-sponsored sports starting in the 
sixth grade.

Rapp said officials are looking at the po-
tential for schools to partner with on-base 
youth sports organizations. Those organi-
zations, such as the Army’s Child, Youth 
and School Service, historically have 
picked up the slack for athletes who have 
yet to enter high school. 

Rapp told  parents Tuesday that the deci-

sion wasn’t made lightly.
“This isn’t something we have pulled 

out of the sky and decided we are going to 
be mean and now you can’t have a team 
anymore,” she said. “We are going to fol-
low the regulation, but we are going to 
look for ways to support any child in these 
activities.”

 Parents  at the Yokota meeting didn’t ap-
pear pleased. One audience member who 
traveled from Yokosuka Naval Base  de-
scribed the decision to shut down the middle 
school track team, built up to 80 members 
after 10 years, as “heartbreaking.”

David Belt, whose daughter, Virginia, 13, 
has run track and cross-country for Yokota 
Middle School for  three years, said parents 
are disappointed  the decision  came just be-
fore the start of track season next month.

About 50  children are involved in cross-
country, with more than 60 running track 
for the middle school, he said.

The school participates in about 15 cross-
country and track meets each year against 
international and Japanese schools. Team 
uniforms are funded by the PTA, and the 
only cost to DODEA  is transport, provided 
on a space-available basis on buses used by 
high school athletes, he said.

There’s a concern that other activities, 
such as school bands, could be next on the 
chopping block, Belt said.

Parents hope DODEA will suspend en-
forcement of the regulation, at least until 
the 2014-15 school year, he said.

Danielle Byrd, whose daughter runs 
cross-country for Yokota Middle School, 

said intramural sports would not expose
children to real competition. 

“There were six girls on the cross-coun-
try team last season,” she said. “How is
that going to be competitive?”

 In Europe, DODDS-Europe athletic di-
rector Karen Seadore said middle school
students in individual sports  such as track
and field and tennis are allowed to practice
with the high school team and compete at
home events on an exhibition basis, with 
their results not included in team totals. 
Middle-schoolers can’t travel or compete
at road events. That’s a change from last
season, when middle school athletes could
travel and compete in individual sports if
space allowed. 

Duane Werner, principal of Naples Mid-
dle/High School in Italy, said he’d prefer to
keep taking middle school students when 
space is available, but he believes DODEA
had to draw a line out of fairness because 
team sizes and travel arrangements vary.

He said he has heard some concern from
parents of middle-schoolers on the cross-
country team. 

Those students can still show up to home 
competitions, Werner said, but they now 
compete against teammates. That’s what
middle school students did in a recent
wrestling match in Aviano, he said, and it’s
what they did during a cross-country meet
in Naples last year. 

“They still ran, but it essentially became
a Naples Middle School race,” he said.
Stars and Stripes reporters Steven Beardsley and 
Gregory Broome contributed to this report.
robson.seth@stripes.com

PACIFIC

Budget cuts limit Pacific middle school sports



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 6     F3HIJKLM Thursday, January 30, 2014

STATE OF THE UNION

 BY STEVEN R. HURST

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama set off Wednesday 
on a four-city tour to pound home 
his annual State of the Union mes-
sage, a major pep talk to a pessi-
mistic nation, a call to action by a 
divided Congress and a promise 
to sidestep legislative gridlock by 
using his executive powers where 
he can.

Obama maintained his recent 
focus on America’s vast income 
inequality that has only grown 
worse in the aftermath of the 
Great Recession and near collapse 
of the economy in 2008.

Obama, speaking in what is 
traditionally a president’s biggest 
speech of the year, was trying as 
well to set the stage for Demo-
cratic victories in the November 
midterm congressional elections 
at a time when his popularity 
has fallen dramatically despite a 
steadily improving economy. He is 
particularly dogged by stubbornly 
high unemployment.

“America does not stand still, 
and neither will I,” the president 
said in his nationally televised 
State of the Union address to a 
packed House of Representatives 
chamber. “So whatever and wher-
ever I can take steps without leg-
islation to expand opportunity for 
more American families, that’s 
what I’m going to do.”

Republicans, especially in the 
House, have managed to stymie 
most of the president’s legisla-
tive agenda since they retook 
the House  in 2010. Their leader, 
Speaker John Boehner, was quick 
to dismiss Obama’s plans for ex-
ecutive action.

“The president must under-
stand his power is limited by our 
Constitution, and the authority 
he has doesn’t add up to much for 
those without opportunity in this 
economy,” he said.

Obama has acknowledged he 
faces constitutional limits in act-
ing without Congress, but realizes 
he still faces a wall of Republican 

opposition. He nevertheless re-
newed his calls for forward motion 
on his legislative agenda of creat-
ing jobs, overhauling immigration 
laws, combating climate change 
and more. Absent Republican 
compromises, Obama declared 
he would rely on executive orders 
where and when he could.

From Boehner down, there was 
little evidence they intended to 
move Obama’s way.

“Too many people are falling 
further and further behind be-
cause, right now, the president’s 
policies are making people’s lives 
harder,” Rep. Cathy McMorris 
Rodgers said in the Republicans’ 
official response.

The State of the Union address 
to Congress, a tradition begun by 
President George Washington, 
was replete with all the political 
pageantry that Washington can 
muster. Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg opened 
her arms wide to give a grinning 
Obama a huge hug as he walked 
past her on the way to the speak-
er’s rostrum, where he kicked the 
sixth year of his presidency into 
high gear.

The galleries ringing the floor 
were crowded with guests, also 
part of the traditional setting. 
But in the evening’s most stirring 
moment the longest — and most 
bipartisan — applause went to  
Army Sgt. 1st Class Cory Rems-
burg, gravely injured by a roadside 
bomb in Afghanistan. Remsburg 
 was seated next to first lady Mi-
chelle Obama.

By contrast, Obama’s mention 
of the health care overhaul that 
bears his name brought cheers 
from Democrats and silence from 
Republicans, who have spent the 
past three years trying to repeal a 
program they loathe.

“Let’s not have another 40-
something votes to repeal a law 
that’s already helping millions 
of Americans,” Obama said of 
repeated House Republican at-
tempts to kill the law.

While domestic issues domi-

nated the speech, Obama also 
warned Congress he would veto 
any sanctions bill that threatens 
to derail talks with Iran, even as 
he acknowledged that the negotia-
tions may not succeed.

 On Syria, he pledged “to work 
with the international community 
to usher in the future the Syrian 
people deserve — a future free of 
dictatorship, terror and fear.”

Obama reaffirmed that the 
U.S.-led war in Afghanistan will 
formally conclude at the end of 
this year. But he said a small con-
tingent of American forces could 
be left behind if the Afghan gov-
ernment quickly signs a bilateral 
security agreement, a prospect 
that looks increasingly uncertain.

Obama said the United States 
“will continue to focus on the 
Asia-Pacific” and called the alli-
ance with Europe “the strongest 
the world has ever known.”  

Obama voiced his determina-
tion to close the income gap be-
tween rich and poor as he tries 
to reverse a big decline in his ap-
proval among Americans.  

  Obama has some hope of win-
ning support for an immigration 
overhaul, as Republicans try to 
build support among the country’s 
growing Hispanic population 
ahead of the election.

But the White House sees a ro-
bust rollout of executive actions 
as the most effective way to show 
the public that Obama still wields 
power in the sixth year of his 
presidency. 

 BY CHRIS CILLIZZA

The Washington Post 

1  Congress is so last year. As 
expected, President Barack 
Obama made clear —  in 

terms of the policy proposals he 
outlined and the rhetoric he used 
to do it — that his focus for the next 
year would be on what he could 
do without Congress. Obama also 
dedicated a significant amount of 
time — including the closing mo-
ments of the speech — to foreign 
policy, a place where he has more 
leeway to act without Congress. 
It’s easy to cast this speech as poi-
soning the well between Obama 
and Congress. But that well was 
poisoned long ago. This speech 
simply formalized that reality.

2 A little flattery goes a long 
way. Despite the fact that re-
lations between Obama and 

Congress are bad and won’t be 
getting any better anytime soon, 
the president did show a deft-
ness he either didn’t possess or 
chose not to wield in years past 
when he praised House Speaker 
John Boehner as an example of 
the American dream. “Here in 
America, our success should not 
depend on an accident of birth but 
the strength of our work ethic and 
the scope of our dreams,” Obama 
said. “That’s what drew our fore-
bears here … [that’s] how the son 
of a barkeeper is speaker of the 
House.” Cue huge and sustained 
applause and a surprised (and 
undoubtedly flattered) Boehner. 
Would a few more flourishes 
like that one thrown Boehner’s 
way have made any difference 
in the duo’s now-frosty relation-
ship? Maybe not. But they sure 
wouldn’t have hurt.

3 Immigration is our only 
hope. Obama’s rhetoric — 
guarded, hopeful, insistent 

— on immigration reform sug-
gests that he genuinely believes
there is a possibility of getting 
something  done on the issue this
year. “Republicans and Demo-
crats in the Senate have acted,”
Obama said. “I know that mem-
bers of both parties in the House 
want to do the same.” That’s an
olive branch extension if ever 
we’ve heard one. Will/can House
Republican leaders — many of 
whom applauded Obama’s line on
immigration — grasp it?

4   A health care showdown. If 
you were wondering wheth-
er Obama would back down 

on highlighting the good that he 
believes has come from the Af-
fordable Care Act, you got your
answer — in a major way. “Let’s
not have another 40-something
votes to repeal a law that is al-
ready helping millions of Ameri-
cans,” Obama scolded, repeating
the 40-votes line for emphasis.
Top Republican congressional
aides immediately took to Twitter 
insisting they welcomed a fight
on health care.  

5 Gun control’s disappear-
ing act. Remember that the
emotional centerpiece of 

Obama’s 2013 State of the Union 
speech was his insistence that the
tragedy in Newtown, Conn., had
changed the dynamic of guns in 
our culture and his demand that
the victims of that shooting — and
others like it — get a simple up or
down vote. That up or down vote
never happened. And, this year,
Obama paid little more than lip
service to gun violence — devot-
ing a single paragraph buried in
the middle of the speech to the 
topic. 

Speech, in short

CHARLES DHARAPAK/AP

President Barack Obama signs an autograph after giving his State of the Union address  on Tuesday .

Staying close to home
Domestic issues dominate president’s annual address
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FROM FRONT PAGE

Whether American and allied 
troops stay into next year de-
pends on the signing of a bilat-
eral security agreement that was 
painstakingly negotiated.  Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai has re-
fused to sign the agreement, even 
at the urging of a council of elders 
he convened last November  who 
represented a cross-section of Af-
ghan society.

“After 2014, we will support a 
unified Afghanistan as it takes 
responsibility for its own fu-
ture,” Obama said, but U.S. forc-
es could remain “if the Afghan 
government signs” the security 
agreement.

Thomas Ruttig, co-director of 
the Afghanistan Analysts Net-
work, said  Obama did not in-
dicate what the consequences 
might be if Karzai does not sign 
the agreement.  

“For me, the most important 
word in that text on that issue is 
that there’s a big ‘if,’ ” Ruttig said, 
referring to a transcript of the 
speech.

Ruttig said patience with Kar-
zai in the U.S. Congress is clearly 
wearing thin — as evidenced by 
a recent vote slashing humanitar-
ian and military aid to Afghani-
stan — and the American public 
is tired of American  servicemem-
bers dying there. 

But Afghans are still at war, he 
added, and many paid close at-
tention to Obama’s speech, which 
many Afghan TV stations aired in 
full with translations in the local 

languages.
The lack of news in the address, 

which ran live early Wednesday 
morning Afghanistan time, made 
for little buzz in the streets of 
Kabul, but for those who watched, 
the president’s messages about 
the long-term security agree-
ment and the departure of Ameri-
can troops came across loud and 
clear.

For Sultan Mohammed, who 
owns a real estate business in the 
Afghan capital, and his employee, 
Amanullah Ismati, the unsigned 
bilateral security agreement is 
key to ensuring that foreign aid 
keeps flowing to Afghanistan.

“Afghanistan is in a crucial 
situation where we are trying to 
recover from war,” Mohammed 

said. “But we cannot develop, we 
cannot improve without the help 
of the United States.”

He said he believed Obama’s 
pledge that the United States will 
“support a unified Afghanistan as 
it takes responsibility for its own 
future.”

“Afghanistan is still in a strate-
gic position, and the big countries 
recognize this,” Mohammed said. 
“I believe that the U.S. and NATO 
will not ignore Afghanistan again 
like they did in the 1990s.”

Ismati agreed.
“Over the last 10 years, the 

United States has poured a lot of 
money into Afghanistan,” he said. 
“A lot was stolen, but a lot went 
to improving our lives. We now 
have better roads, education  and 
things like phones.”

Other Afghans who watched 
Obama’s address were less enthu-
siastic about the future of U.S.-
Afghan relations. Mohammed 
Azim, a shopkeeper in Kabul, 
said the uncertainty over the 
BSA is hurting business, but that 
it should only be signed if it is in 
Afghanistan’s interests. 

That’s only fair, he argued, be-
cause American aid is likely only 
to continue as long as it fits the 
United States’ interests. 

“As soon as they have finished 
their agenda, they will stop help-
ing,” he said.

smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshuajonsmith
standifer.cid@stripes.com

State: Afghans try to see hope for country’s 
future between the lines in president’s address

STATE OF THE UNION

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — While Tuesday’s 
State of the Union address only lightly 
touched on military and veterans issues, a 
wounded Army Ranger provided the most 
memorable moment of the night.

Near the end of the hourlong speech, 
President Barack Obama singled out gal-
lery guest Cory Remsburg, an Army 
Ranger seriously wounded in Afghanistan 
during his 10th deployment there in 2009, 
as an example of the unbreakable Ameri-
can spirit.

“Over the years, he’s endured dozens of 
surgeries and procedures, hours of gruel-
ing rehab every day,” Obama said. “But 
slowly, steadily, with the support of care-
givers like his dad, Craig, and the commu-
nity around him, Cory has grown stronger. 
And, day by day, he’s learned to speak 
again and stand again and walk again.

“And he’s working toward the day when 
he can serve his country again. ‘My recov-
ery has not been easy,’ he says. ‘Nothing in 
life that’s worth anything is easy.’ ”

The comments drew a standing ovation 
from lawmakers which grew when Rems-
burg struggled to his feet (with help from 
his father) to wave to the gallery. He gave a 
thumbs up and a smile when the president 
saluted him.

Remsburg could be seen throughout the 
speech, sitting beside first lady Michelle 

Obama, thumping his hand on his chest in 
lieu of applause because of injuries to his 
left arm.

The president and the wounded soldier 
have met several times before. Remsburg 
was part of a honorary detail at a 2009 D-
Day commemoration in France and shook 
hands with the commander-in-chief. Less 
than a year later, Obama saw him again, 
this time while he was in a coma recover-
ing from a roadside bomb attack.

In August, Obama visited him third 
time to track his recovery. The president 
recounted the experience at the Disabled 
American Veterans annual convention a 
few days later.

“He wanted to show me something,” 
Obama said. “And he leaned out of his 
chair. And he reached out and grabbed his 
walker. And with the help of his parents, 
he pulled himself forward and he stood 
up. And he looked at me, and he gave me a 
sharp salute.”

“He said, ‘Rangers lead the way.’ ”
Veterans groups hailed Remsburg’s ap-

pearance as a reminder for civilians that 
the wounds of war will linger far after the 
fight in Afghanistan is over. Obama hailed 
him as a role model for the country.

“Like the Army he loves, like the Amer-
ica he serves, Sergeant First Class Cory 
Remsburg never gives up, and he does not 
quit,” Obama said.
shane.leo@stripes.com
Twitter: @LeoShane

Obama salutes Ranger who ‘never gives up’

‘ Afghanistan is 
still in a strategic 
position, and the big 
countries recognize 
this. I believe that 
the U.S. and NATO 
will not ignore 
Afghanistan again 
like they did in the 
1990s. ’

Sultan Mohammed
Afghan businessman

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Army Ranger Sgt. 1st Class Cory Remsburg acknowledges a standing ovation and 
applause from lawmakers and others after being introduced by President Barack 
Obama during the  State of the Union address in Washington on Tuesday. 
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   School closed as police
shoot teenage runaway

HONOLULU  — A Hawaii high
school is expected to resume nor-
mal operations Wednesday after 
a police officer shot a 17-year-old
runaway on campus, prompting a 
lockdown and canceling classes.

The teen was shot in the wrist 
Tuesday after cutting one officer
with a knife and punching two 
others, authorities said.

State Department of Education
spokeswoman Donalyn Dela Cruz
said the boy showed up at Roos-
evelt High School near downtown
Honolulu, and officials there rec-
ognized him as a runaway and
called police. The boy previously 
had been a student at the public
school, but he wasn’t registered 
for classes there this semester,
she said.

US charges against
mob figure dropped

PHILADELPHIA — With the
last of the federal charges against
him dropped, reputed mob boss 
Joseph “Uncle Joe” Ligambi
walked out of the U.S. District
Courthouse in Philadelphia a free 
man Tuesday morning.

“I’m going to go home and
relax,” Ligambi, 74, told report-
ers. “It’s freezing out.” Wearing 
a black wool trench, he climbed
into a black sedan on Market
Street with his nephew Anthony
Borgesi. 

Ligambi’s chilly walk to free-
dom came days after a federal 
jury deadlocked on the last of 
the racketeering and gambling
charges against him — and hours
after U.S. District Judge Eduardo 
Robreno, on a motion from pros-
ecutors, dismissed the remaining
counts. Ligambi had been in cus-
tody since his indictment in 2011.

 Man jailed for silence
in bombing released

NEW YORK  — A 24-year-old 
man has been freed from prison
after he was jailed last May for
refusing to testify before a grand
jury looking into a small bomb 
that exploded in Times Square in
2008.

No arrests were ever made in
the Times Square military re-
cruitment center bombing that
resulted in no injuries or serious
damage.

U.S. Judge John Keenan said 
Tuesday that Gerald Koch could 
be freed because there is no real-
istic possibility he will testify.

Keenan noted that Koch con-
demned the crime. Keenan said
if Koch assists in the investiga-
tion, “he will be excommunicated 
by the anarchist community he
cherishes.”
 From wire reports

BRANDEN CAMP/AP

Abandoned vehicles line  I-285 early Wednesday  in Dunwoody, Ga., after a rare winter storm hit Georgia. While such amounts barely qualify 
as a storm in the north, it was enough to paralyze the Deep South. 

NATION

Deep South mired in winter storm
 BY RAY HENRY AND RUSS BYNUM

The Associated Press

ATLANTA  — Students spent the night on 
buses or at schools, commuters abandoned 
their cars or idled in them all night and the 
highways-turned-parking lots iced over when 
a winter storm slammed the city, creating 
a treacherous traffic jam that lasted into 
Wednesday.

It wasn’t clear exactly how many people 
were still stranded out on the roads nearly 24 
hours after the storm hit the Deep South on 
Tuesday, paralyzing the region. The timing of 
when things would clear was also uncertain 
because temperatures were not expected to 
be above freezing for very long to give the 
roads a chance to thaw.

Authorities were working to get food, water, 
gas and blankets to people still stranded in 
their cars, and National Guard vehicles and 
police were to escort home the children who 
were still at schools.

The rare snowstorm deposited mere inch-
es of snow, but overnight the South saw fatal 
crashes and hundreds of fender-benders. 
Jackknifed 18-wheelers littered Interstate 65 
in central Alabama. 

Ice shut down bridges on Florida’s panhan-
dle and the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway, 

one of the world’s longest spans, in Louisiana. 
Some commuters pleaded for help via cell-
phones while still holed up in their cars, and 
others trudged miles home, abandoning their 
vehicles outright.

Linda Moore spent 12 hours stuck in her car 
on Interstate 65 south of Birmingham before 
a firefighter used a ladder to help her cross 
the median wall and a shuttle bus took her to a 
hotel where about 20 other stranded motorists 
spent the night in a conference room.

“I boohooed a lot,” she said. “It was trau-
matic. I’m just glad I didn’t have to stay on 
that Interstate all night, but there are still 
people out there.”

Some employers such as Blue Cross Blue 
Shield in Alabama had hundreds of people 
sleeping in offices overnight. Workers watched 
movies on their laptops, and office cafeterias 
gave away food.

Atlanta, hub to major corporations and the 
world’s busiest airport, once again found itself 
unprepared to deal with the chaos — despite 
assurances that city officials had learned their 
lessons from a 2011 ice storm that brought the 
city to its knees. Some residents expressed 
outrage that more precautions weren’t taken 
this time around and schools and other facili-
ties weren’t closed ahead of time. 

Officials from schools and that state said 
weather forecasts indicated the area would 
not see more than a dusting of snow and that it 
didn’t become clear until late Tuesday morn-
ing that those were wrong. 

MARY ANN CHASTAIN/AP

A family sleds at Emily Douglas Park in 
Columbia, S.C, on Wednesday  as Gov. 
Nikki Haley declared a weather state of 
emergency . 
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 The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — A little 
more than a month after a sur-
prising federal court ruling over-
turned this conservative state’s 
ban on gay marriage, the battle 
over the issue reached the Capitol 
building Tuesday as hundreds of 
opponents and supporters of same-
sex marriage held twin rallies.

Brian Brown, president of the 
National Organization for Mar-
riage, said Utah has become the 
epicenter of the fight over mar-
riage and how it’s decided. “Activ-
ist judges now feel no qualms in 
simply putting forward their opin-
ion as the law,” Brown said. “The 
people of Utah voted on this.”

Brown’s Washington -based 
group, which opposes same-sex 
marriage, held a rally inside the 
Capitol building with a local group 
called Celebration of Marriage. 
About 700 people attended, with 
many holding pink and blue signs 
handed out by organizers with 
messages such as “Biology is not 

bigotry.”
Several supporters of gay mar-

riage were escorted out by secu-
rity officers after they interrupted 
the event by yelling, “Equality 
now.” Other protesters sat on the 
floor in the middle of the event 
and threw glitter.

  A few hours earlier, about 300 
supporters of same-sex marriage 
rallied at the Capitol steps, carry-
ing rainbow flags and homemade 
signs with messages such as “Love 
is Legal” and “It’s okay to be gay.”

Speakers called for the recogni-
tion of same-sex marriages and 
attacked arguments made by their 
opponents that children do best 
with a mother and a father.

 “Marriage is the foundation of 
society,” said Mark Lawrence, 
director of the group Restore Our 
Humanity, which is backing the 
legal challenge to the gay mar-
riage ban. “Yes, we agree with 
that. And that foundation will 
only be strengthened when it’s 
built upon equality, decency and 
humanity.” 

 BY KRISTI EATON

The Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — The school’s wall 
collapsed onto Jennifer Doan Rogers as 
she desperately tried to protect her third-
grade students when a tornado ripped 
through their Oklahoma community. The 
young teacher had laid one of her hands on 
Nicolas McCabe, a 9-year-old with an in-
fectious grin.

It wasn’t enough to protect him.
The monstrous tornado leveled part 

of Plaza Towers Elementary School in 
Moore, killing six of her students — includ-
ing Nicolas — last spring. Rogers, who was 
eight weeks pregnant at the time, lay bur-
ied under the rubble with a broken back.

“He was actually the closest one to me, 
that I had my hand on, that didn’t make it,” 
she said.

Seven months later, Rogers gave birth to 
a boy. She named him after Nicolas.

Rogers, 31, said she had been thinking 
about it for some time. She was unsure if it 
would bring her more sadness to name her 
own son after her former student, a little 
boy who loved riding his go-kart and, ac-
cording to his father, never met a stranger. 
He also was very close to his mother.

Ultimately, Rogers said, she and her hus-
band decided on Jack Nicolas.

The new mother hoped her infant son, 
who was born in December, would help her 
recovery from the injuries — both physical 
and emotional — that she suffered during 

the storm. The top-tier EF5 tornado, with 
winds exceeding 200 mph, ripped a 17-mile 
path of devastation through the Oklahoma 
City suburb on May 20. The storm killed 
24 people and destroyed dozens of homes 

and buildings, including two elementary 
schools.

Nicolas’ father, Scott McCabe, struggles 
to talk about losing his only son. But he said 
that Nicolas, regardless of someone’s age 

or gender, would befriend them. He often
shared his lunches with his friends.

Learning that Nicolas’ teacher was nam-
ing her own son after his brought a wave of 
emotions, McCabe said.

“It’s real hard. He was my only son. I
mean I’m honored, yes, but she was the last 
one to touch Nicolas,” McCabe said as he
broke down in tears. “I don’t know how to
put it; she was the last one to see my little
boy. And it’s still kind of hard.”

Rogers, too, is still recovering. She suf-
fered a fractured spine and sternum. She
refused pain medication for fear it would
harm her baby, and she wore a back brace 
for several weeks.

“It was a lot harder than my other preg-
nancies, for sure,” said Rogers, who also
has two daughters, ages 6 and 3. “I was 
so limited. I couldn’t do a whole lot. For a 
while after everything happened I was in
a full brace and carrying him and it just, I
mean, it was rough.”

She is determined to complete the nec-
essary work to go back into the classroom. 
Though she knows it will be tough, she said
she hopes to get approval to return to teach-
ing next school year — at Plaza Towers.

The school is being rebuilt, this time
with reinforced safe rooms that can with-
stand powerful storms.

“I just feel like there’s a lot of me in there
still,” Rogers said. “I would think it’s hard
at the same time, but it’ll be a new year and
a new building.”  

NATION

Teacher names son after young tornado victim

SUE OGROCKI/AP

Jennifer Doan Rogers and her husband, Nyle,  hold their baby, Jack Nicolas Rogers, in 
their home in Edmond, Okla., on Tuesday . The baby is named for a student who died 
in the 2013 Oklahoma City tornado.  

Proponents, foes of Utah
same-sex marriage face off
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WORLD

 BY YURAS KARMANAU
AND JIM HEINTZ

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine  — Ukraine’s parliament dis-
cussed an amnesty Wednesday for those arrested 
during weeks of protests in the crisis-torn country, 
but some of the possible conditions attached to it 
would be unacceptable to the opposition.

The amnesty bill is part of a series of concessions 
from embattled President Viktor Yanukovych after 
a week of street clashes between police and protest-
ers and protesters’ seizure of government build-
ings in western Ukraine. The prime minister has 
resigned and harsh anti-protest laws have been re-
called but those moves did not address the protest-
ers’ other key demands that Yanukovych resign and 
early elections be held.

Two amnesty proposals were up for a parliamen-
tary vote Wednesday, one of which says amnesty 
would be granted only if demonstrators leave their 
massive street protests and vacate buildings they 
occupy.

Opposition leader Arseniy Yatsenyuk said the 
protesters will not agree to leave the streets in ex-
change for an amnesty and wanted the condition 
dropped.

Over the course of two months, anti-government 
protesters have established a large tent camp in the 
main square of Kiev, called the Maidan, and seized 
three buildings nearby as operation centers and 
sleeping quarters. They have also erected large bar-
ricades of ice, wood, furniture and other materials.

“They have set a number of conditions, and the 
key condition under the draft bill is to let the Maid-
an go and only afterwards all protesters will get an 
amnesty,” Yatsenyuk said. “This is unacceptable for 
us.”

Meanwhile, one group of protesters clashed with 
another Wednesday in bid to free a government 
building in the center of Kiev, which they had seized. 
At least two protesters were injured.

Andriy Khoronets, an activist with the Svoboda 
party which represents more moderate protest-
ers, tried to force members of the more militant 
Spilna Sprava group to vacate the Agriculture Min-
istry building as part of a compromise with the 
government.

“We must be seen as people who can fulfill one’s 

obligations,” Khoronets told The Associated Press 
outside the building. “There should be no anarchy.”

The protests erupted after Yanukovych turned 
down a deal in November with the European Union 
in favor of getting a $15 billion bailout from Rus-
sia, but they have since shifted to demanding more 
human rights, less corruption and more democracy 
in this nation of 45 million. 

 The Associated Press

STAVANGER, Norway  — Two 
Norwegian lawmakers say they 
have jointly nominated former 
NSA contractor Edward Snowden 
for the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize.

Socialist lawmakers Baard 
Vegard Solhjell, a former environ-
ment minister, and Snorre Valen 
said Wednesday the public debate 
and policy changes “in the wake 
of Snowden’s whistle-blowing has 
contributed to a more stable and 
peaceful world order.”

Being nominated just means 
Snowden will be one of scores of 
names that the Nobel committee 
will consider for the prestigious 
award.

The five-member panel won’t 

confirm 
who’s been
nominated 
but those
who submit
nominations 
sometimes 
make them 
public.

Nomina-
tors, includ-
ing members
of national

parliaments and governments,
university professors and previ-
ous laureates, must enter their
submissions by Feb. 1.

The prize committee members
can add their own candidates
at their first meeting after that 
deadline. 

 The Associated Press

SOFIA, Bulgaria  — A cold spell 
and snowstorms are sweeping 
across parts of central and east-
ern Europe, disrupting power 
supplies, travel and schools. Four 
people have died in Bulgaria over 
the past few days, and Wednesday 
was the coldest day of the year in 
Moscow.

In Bulgaria, heavy snow and 
strong winds have left dozens of 
villages in the eastern half of the 
Balkan country without electric-
ity and water.

A 76-year-old man died after 
getting stuck in a snowdrift in the 
village of Povet, near the Bulgar-
ian-Turkish border. Three other 
men have died in weather-related 
incidents in eastern villages in 
the last two days. 

Many roads are closed to traffic 
while rescue teams try to bring 
food supplies to remote areas. 
Hundreds of schools remain 
closed, and the main Black Sea 
port of Varna was shut because of 

high winds.
Snow fell in the central Adriatic 

coast in Croatia, which is highly 
unusual because the region has a
Mediterranean climate. The ice
and snow in the seaside town of
Sibenik prompted authorities to
close down schools there. Heavy
snow was also falling in neigh-
boring Montenegro, causing road
traffic problems.

Temperatures dipped to  -8 F  in 
Moscow and  -24 F  in surrounding
regions, making it the coldest day
of the year in the Russian capital.

The temperature was 10 de-
grees below average for this time 
of year and expected to drop fur-
ther. Many Muscovites, however,
welcomed the sun and blues skies
of a real Russian winter after the
gray clouds that hung over the 
capital for much of December
and January.

“The weather is magnificent 
and the sun is shining,” said Yulia
Sukhorukova, who was taking 
pictures near the Kremlin. 

Amnesty for
protesters in
Kiev debated

Snowden nominated
for 2014 Peace Prize

Snowden

DARKO BANDIC/AP

A protester warms up near a barricade in central 
Kiev, Ukraine, on Wednesday,  as the parliament 
 considers whether to grant amnesty to those 
arrested during weeks of protests .

Eastern Europe hit by
bitter cold, wind, snow
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 BY ZEINA KARAM

The Associated Press

GENEVA — Syrian negotiators 
discussed the establishment of a 
transitional government body for 
the first time Wednesday, an op-
position delegate said, describing 
it as a “positive step forward,” 
a day after talks were cut short 
over a U.S. decision to resume aid 
to the opposition.

Despite the apparent small step 
in the peace talks, chances for a 
breakthrough before everyone 
goes home Friday appear almost 
nil as both sides continue to blame 
each other for an impasse.

Louay Safi, a spokesman for 
the opposition’s negotiating team, 
said the government delegation 
stuck to its demand that putting 
an end to terrorism was still its 
No. 1 priority. Nevertheless, the 
fact that the transition was even 
on the table was a good sign, Safi 

said.
“Today we had a positive step 

forward because for the first time 
now we are talking about the tran-
sitional governing body, the body 
whose responsibility is to end 
dictatorship and move toward de-
mocracy and end the fighting and 
misery in Syria,” he said.

The government seems “more 
ready to discuss that issue, but 
still they’re trying to push it to the 
back of the discussion,” Safi said. 
“We told them that this has to 
come first, because nothing else 

can be achieved before we form a 
transitional governing body.”

Bouthaina Shaaban, an ad-
viser to Syrian President Bashar 
Assad, confirmed that both sides 
touched on the issue, but de-
scribed Wednesday’s talks as 
constructive for another reason.

“The talks have been positive 
today actually because they spoke 
about terrorism,” she said.

Safi and Shaaban spoke after 
a meeting between government 
and opposition delegates with 
the U.N.-Arab League mediator 

Lakhdar Brahimi.
A deal to allow humanitarian 

aid into the besieged central city 
of Homs remain stalled, with the 
Syrian delegation demanding as-
surances the U.S. aid will not go 
to “armed and terrorist groups” 
in the central city.

The negotiations aimed at end-
ing Syria’s 3-year-old conflict 
began Friday in Geneva, and 
Brahimi has said both sides were 
willing to continue despite a lack 
of progress.

The talks were cut short Tues-
day over the U.S. decision to re-
start deliveries of nonlethal aid to 
the Syrian opposition, more than 
a month after al-Qaida-linked 
militants seized warehouses and 
prompted a sudden cutoff of West-
ern supplies to the rebels.

The officials said the commu-
nications equipment and other 
items are being funneled only to 
non-armed opposition groups, but 

the move boosts Syria’s belea-
guered rebels, who saw their in-
ternational support slide, in large
part because of the extremists 
among their ranks.

The U.S. ambassador to Syria,
Robert Ford, told the Dubai-
based opposition Orient TV Tues-
day that the establishment of a
transitional governing body was
crucial.

“The regime’s delegation has to
accept to discuss this topic and to 
engage in a serious negotiation,”
he said.

Talks have also stalled over
Homs, which has been under siege
for nearly two years. One compli-
cation in allowing in humanitar-
ian aid and evacuating the city’s 
residents is that the opposition
delegation doesn’t control armed
groups inside Syria, including 
al-Qaida-backed militants, who 
don’t feel bound by agreements
reached in Geneva. 

Syria talks in Geneva take ‘positive’ step

Parrot for the pope
 Francesco Lombardi, right, offers his parrot, Amore, to Pope Francis during the pope’s tour through the 
crowd  at the Vatican on Wednesday .   On Sunday, children flanking Francis set free two white doves  on 
St. Peter’s Square and the birds were  attacked by a crow and seagull. Animal rights activists have urged 
Francis to end the tradition of releasing the doves, saying domesticated doves can’t survive in the wild .

CTV/AP

UN inspectors to visit 
uranium mine in Iran

 The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — An Iranian 
official says a group of U.N. in-
spectors are on the way to visit 
a key uranium mine as part of a 
deal to allow expanded monitor-
ing of the country’s nuclear sites.

Nuclear spokesman Behrouz 
Kamalvandi told the official 
IRNA news agency that the in-
spectors were en route Wednes-
day to Bandar Abbas to visit the 
nearby Gachin mine.

Tehran and the U.N. nuclear 

watchdog — the International
Atomic Energy Agency — struck
a deal in November that grants 
U.N. inspectors wider access to
Iran’s nuclear facilities.

The deal was parallel to an 
agreement with world powers to
have Iran halt its most sensitive 
uranium enrichment activities
in return for easing of Western
sanctions over its controversial
nuclear program.

Tehran denies Western charg-
es that it seeks to make nuclear 
weapons.

Passenger statistics 
soar at Dubai airport

 The Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates  
— The operator of the Middle 
East’s biggest airport in Dubai 
says its annual passenger traffic 
numbers have surged 15 percent 
to top the 60 million mark for the 
first time ever.

Airport operator Dubai Air-
ports said Wednesday that Dubai 
International handled 66.4 mil-
lion passengers in 2013, including 
more than a record 6 million in 
December alone. That’s up from 
57.7 million in 2012.

Helping drive the growth are an
increased number of wide-body
jets that can haul large numbers
of passengers and new destina-
tions being added by hometown
airlines Emirates and discount 
carrier FlyDubai.

Dubai International is the Mid-
east commercial hub’s main air-
port. It opened a new concourse 
early last year purpose-built for 
the double-decker Airbus A380.

A second Dubai airport began
operating commercial passenger
flights in October.

‘The regime’s delegation has to accept to 
discuss this topic and to engage in a seri-
ous negotiation. ’

Robert Ford
U.S. ambassador to Syria
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Health law could be done in by its own wording
BY GEORGE F. WILL

WASHINGTON

Someone you probably are not famil-
iar with has filed a suit you probably 
have not heard about concerning a 
four-word phrase you should know 

about. The suit could blow to smithereens 
something everyone has heard altogether 
too much about, the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (hereafter, ACA).

Scott Pruitt and some kindred spir-
its might accelerate the ACA’s collapse 
by blocking another of the Obama ad-
ministration’s lawless uses of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. Pruitt was elected 
Oklahoma’s attorney general by promis-
ing to defend states’ prerogatives against 
federal encroachments, and today he and 
some properly litigious people elsewhere 
are defending a state prerogative that the 
ACA explicitly created. If they succeed, 
the ACA’s disintegration will accelerate.

Because under the ACA, insurance com-
panies cannot refuse coverage because of 
an individual’s pre-existing condition. Be-
cause many people might therefore wait 
to purchase insurance after they become 
sick, the ACA requires a mandate to com-
pel people to buy insurance. And because 
many people cannot afford the insurance 
that satisfies the ACA’s criteria, the ACA 
mandate makes it necessary to provide 
subsidies for those people.

The four words that threaten disaster for 
the ACA say the subsidies shall be avail-
able to people who purchase health insur-
ance in an exchange “established by the 
state.” But 34 states have chosen not to es-
tablish exchanges.

So the IRS, which is charged with en-
forcing the ACA, has ridden to the rescue 
of Barack Obama’s pride and joy. Taking 

time off from writing regulations to restrict 
the political speech of Obama’s critics, the 
IRS has said, with its breezy indifference 
to legality, that subsidies shall also be dis-
pensed to those who purchase insurance 
through federal exchanges the government 
has established in those 34 states. Pruitt is 
challenging the IRS in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Okla-
homa, and there are similar challenges in 
Indiana, Virginia and Washington.

The IRS says its “interpretation” — it ac-
tually is a revision — of the law is “consis-
tent with,” and justified by, the “structure 
of” the ACA. The IRS means that without 
its rule, the ACA would be unworkable 
and that Congress could not have meant 
to allow this. The ACA’s legislative his-
tory, however, demonstrates that Congress 
clearly — and, one might say, with malice 
aforethought — wanted subsidies available 
only through state exchanges.

Some have suggested that the language 
limiting subsidies to state-run exchanges 
is a drafting error. Well.

Some of the ACA’s myriad defects do 
reflect its slapdash enactment, which pre-
saged its chaotic implementation. But the 
four potentially lethal words were care-
fully considered and express Congress’ 
intent.

Congress made subsidies available only 
through state exchanges as a means of co-
ercing states into setting up exchanges.

In Senate Finance Committee delibera-
tions on the ACA, Chairman Max Baucus, 
D-Mont., one of the bill’s primary authors, 
suggested the possibility of conditioning 
tax credits on state compliance because 
only by doing so could the federal govern-
ment induce state cooperation with the 
ACA. Then the law’s insurance require-

ments could be imposed on states without 
running afoul of constitutional law prece-
dents that prevent the federal government
from commandeering state governments.
The pertinent language originated in the
committee and was clarified in the Sen-
ate. (See “Taxation Without Representa-
tion: The Illegal IRS Rule To Expand Tax
Credits Under The PPACA,” by Jonathan
H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon in Health
Matrix: Journal of Law-Medicine.)

Also, passage of the ACA required the
vote of every Democratic senator. One, Ne-
braska’s Ben Nelson, admirably opposed a
federal exchange lest this become a step-
pingstone toward a single-payer system.

If courts, perhaps ultimately including 
the Supreme Court, disallow the IRS’s “in-
terpretation” of the law, the ACA will not
function as intended in 34 states with 65
percent of the nation’s population. If courts 
allow the IRS’s demarche, they will vali-
date this: By dispensing subsidies through 
federal exchanges, the IRS will spend tax
revenues without congressional autho-
rization. And by enforcing the employer 
mandate in states that have only federal
exchanges, it will collect taxes — remem-
ber, Chief Justice John Roberts saved the
ACA by declaring that the penalty enforc-
ing the mandate is really just a tax on the 
act of not purchasing insurance — without 
congressional authorization.

If the IRS can do neither, it cannot impose
penalties on employers who fail to offer
ACA-approved insurance to employees.

If the IRS can do both, Congress can dis-
band because it has become peripheral to
American governance.
George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

Address college’s diminishing returns
BY KATHLEEN PARKER

WASHINGTON

President Barack Obama is correct 
in wanting to make higher educa-
tion more affordable and acces-
sible, but Americans would also 

be correct in wondering just what they’re 
paying for.

The need for a better-educated populace 
is beyond dispute. Without critical think-
ing skills and a solid background in histo-
ry, the arts and sciences, how can a nation 
hope to govern itself?

Answer: Look around.
The problem isn’t only that higher edu-

cation is unaffordable to many but that 
even at our highest-ranked colleges and 
universities, students aren’t getting much 
bang for their buck.

Since 1985, the price of higher educa-
tion has increased 538 percent, according 
to a new study from the American Council 
of Trustees and Alumni , a nonprofit, non-
partisan research group that encourages 
trustees and alumni to foster improvement 
where institutions may be reluctant to go 
against popular trends.

For perspective, compare tuition in-
creases with a “mere” 286 percent in-
crease in medical costs and a 121 percent 
increase in the consumer price index dur-
ing the same period, according to ACTA.

Although the council confined its re-
search in this study — “Education or Repu-
tation?” — to the 29 top-ranked liberal-arts 
schools in the nation, where tuition, board-
ing and books typically run more than 
$50,000 per year, the trends highlighted 
are not confined to smaller, elite institu-
tions. These include an increasing lack of 
academic rigor, grade inflation, high ad-
ministrative costs and a lack of intellectual 
diversity.

While these recent findings are not so 
surprising to those who follow such studies, 
one can still be stunned by what can only 
be described as a breach of trust between 
colleges and the students they attract with 
diversions and amenities that have little 
bearing on education and will be of little 
use in the job market.

One need only be reminded of the recent 
scandal at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, where a whistle-blower  re-
vealed that phony classes and fake grades 
have been offered mostly to athletes since 
the 1990s.

UNC, one of the historically great insti-
tutions of higher learning, quite apart from 
its legendary basketball team, is scram-
bling now to repair its damaged reputation 
with oversight and other fixes. But reputa-
tions, cultivated over decades and some-
times centuries, are like love — hard to 
repair once trust is broken.

On the flip side, ACTA proposes that 
many schools, rather than offering the edu-
cational quality that earned them a golden 
reputation in the first place, often depend 
on public reverence for the past rather 
than on present performance.

Of great concern is the diminishing 
focus on core curriculums — the tradition-
al arts and science coursework essential to 
developing critical thinking necessary for 
civic participation. Among the 29 schools 
surveyed by ACTA, only three require U.S. 
government or history, just two require 
economics and five colleges have no re-
quirements at all.

In a separate study, the National Assess-
ment of Adult Literacy found that though 
Americans pay the highest per-pupil tu-
ition rates in the world, most graduates fall 
below proficiency in such simple cognitive 
tasks as comparing viewpoints in two edi-

torials or buying food when given in price 
per ounce.

Instead of the basics, students might look
forward to more entertaining fare, such as 
Middlebury College’s “Mad Men and Mad
Women,” an examination of masculinity 
and femininity in mid-20th-century Amer-
ica via the television show “Mad Men.”

I confess I’d enjoy a dinner discussion
along these lines but, as an education con-
sumer, I’m not sure a semester-long inves-
tigation is worth even a tiny percentage
of the tuition. ACTA President Anne Neal
acknowledges that such courses may be in-
teresting and even valuable.

“What we do question, however, is allow-
ing such classes to stand in lieu of a broad-
based American history or government 
requirement when we know how severely 
lacking students’ historical literacy can
be,” she said.

Given the ever-escalating tuition costs,
one may wonder where all that money is
going?

Out of the 29 colleges evaluated, 22 have
administrative budgets that are at least
one-third of what the schools spend on
instruction. More than a third of the col-
lege presidents earn as much as or more 
than the president of the United States 
($400,000), for running schools, many of
which have fewer than 2,000 students.

Other findings of the 46-page report are
equally compelling but too lengthy for this 
space. Summed up: American students are
paying too much for too little — and this,
too, should concern Obama as he exam-
ines ways to make college more affordable. 
Getting people into college is only half the
battle. Getting them out with a useful edu-
cation seems an equal challenge.
Kathleen Parker is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.
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 BY WALTER PINCUS

The Washington Post

Former Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates challenges some myths and 
provides new information about 
the George W. Bush White House 

in his new book, but you wouldn’t know it 
based on the early reporting and reviews 
of “Duty.”

Gates devotes nearly half of the 594-page 
book to his two years (actually, 25 months) 
at the Pentagon during the Bush adminis-
tration. What he doesn’t do in that section, 
however, is employ any embarrassing an-
ecdotes or acidic comments, as in some of 
his writing on the Obama years.

Gates is critical of the Bush White House, 
too, but tends toward generalities.

At one point he describes the Bush ad-
ministration as “a toxic mix of flawed 
assumptions about the [Iraq and Afghani-
stan] wars themselves; a risk-averse bu-
reaucracy; budgetary decisions made in 
isolation from the battlefield; Army, Navy 
and Air Force focus in Washington on the 
routine budget process and protecting dol-
lars for future programs; a White House 
unaware of the needs of the troops and dis-
inclined to pay much attention to the hand-
ful of members of Congress who pointed to 
those needs; and a Congress by and large 
so focused on the politics of the war in Iraq 
that it was asleep at the switch or simply too 
pusillanimous when it came to the needs of 
the troops.”

Remember Republican criticism of 
President Barack Obama for announcing 
in December 2009 a surge of U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan at the same time he set a date 
to begin their withdrawal? Gates writes 
that Bush did the same thing during the 
2007 “surge” in Iraq, just not so publicly.

In developing the strategy for introduc-
ing Bush’s Jan. 10, 2007, surge of about 
30,000 troops, he writes, “I believed the 
only way to buy time for the surge, ironi-
cally, was to hold out hope at the beginning 
to end it.”

Bush pushed for the surge against the ad-
vice of most of the military and with some 
congressional Republicans and Democrats 
voicing opposition.

At a Senate Armed Services Committee 
hearing on the surge, two days after Bush 
announced it, Gates said he caught law-
makers and the White House “off guard 
when I indicated that I hoped we could 
begin drawing down troop levels by year’s 
end.”

While the Bush White House defeated 
congressional efforts to legislate a date to 
start withdrawals, by March 2007, Gates 
writes, he told the president “we probably 
could begin a drawdown of troops in Octo-
ber [2007] but pace it so [then-Iraq com-
mander Gen. David] Petraeus could keep 
most of the surge through the spring of 
2008.”

Gates emphasizes that Bush was deter-
mined to “win” in Iraq, while military lead-
ers knew things would end with something 
much less. In the summer of 2007, during 
the surge — with agreement that the draw-
down to pre-surge levels would come in the 
summer of 2008 — Gates writes, “the pres-
ident would continue to speak of ‘winning.’ 
I was satisfied that our chances of failure 
and humiliating retreat had been vastly 
reduced. After all the earlier mistakes and 
miscalculations, maybe we would get the 
endgame right after all.”

It is still unclear what was won in Iraq.
Another disclosure provides another 

lesson: information about Syria building 
in 2005 what turned out to be a North Ko-

rean-designed nuclear reactor capable of 
producing plutonium.

Though the United States considered 
Syria a high-priority intelligence target, 
it was Israel that supplied the compelling 
evidence in spring 2007 about its nuclear 
activities. Gates, a former CIA director, 
said this represented “a significant failure 
on the part of the U.S. intelligence agen-
cies” but “surprisingly, neither the presi-
dent nor Congress made much of it. Given 
the stakes, they should have.”

Questions then arose about diplomatic 
options or whether to launch a surprise 
military action against Syria — conducted 
either by the United States or by Israel. At 
a June 17, 2007, meeting with Bush, Gates 
said that his “preferred approach was to 
begin with diplomacy and reserve a mili-
tary strike as a last resort.”

He proposed exposing what North 
Korea and Syria were doing in violation of 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty and calling 
for a freeze and international inspection, 
but “not allow[ing] the reactor to become 
operational.”

Gates reported that Bush was not going 
to order a surprise attack, but he worried 
that the president, who was “very pro-Is-
rael … might just decide to let the Israelis 
take care of the reactor.”

Three days later, Gates urged Bush to 
tell Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
that “if Israel went forward on its own mili-
tarily, he would be putting Israel’s entire 
relationship with the United States at risk.” 
On July 13, Bush talked to Olmert, who 
said that the reactor “represented an exis-
tential threat to Israel” and that “it could 
not trust diplomacy to fix,” Gates said.

The next day, Bush said he was im-
pressed with Olmert’s “steadfastness” 
and, according to Gates, was “unwilling 

to pre-empt  the prime minister through a
diplomatic initiative or even to put much
pressure on him.” He also noted there
were others, including Vice President Dick 
Cheney, who supported Israel doing what-
ever it wanted.

“By not confronting Olmert, Bush ef-
fectively came down on Cheney’s side,”
Gates writes. “By not giving the Israelis a
red light, he gave them a green one,” and
on Sept. 6, 2007, the Israelis destroyed the
reactor.

In his memoir, “Decision Points,” Bush
wrote: “Prime Minister Olmert hadn’t 
asked for a green light, and I hadn’t given
one. He had done what he believed was
necessary to protect Israel.”

For Gates, however, though the Syrians
did not react militarily to Israel’s attack,
“we had condoned reaching for a gun be-
fore diplomacy could be brought to bear. … 
This made me all the more nervous about 
an even bigger looking national security
problem.” He meant Iran and its nuclear 
program.

But Iran was different. In May 2007, Is-
rael made a military arms request “that if
satisfied would greatly enhance their abil-
ity to strike Iranian nuclear sites.”

At a meeting two days later, Gates said
he recommended “saying no to all the
Israelis’ requests.” Bush “deflected the
Israeli requests” but increased bilateral
intelligence sharing.

Gates writes that his most effective ar-
gument was that an Israeli attack on Iran
that overflew Iraq would endanger what
the surge had achieved with Baghdad. Bush
then “emphatically said he would not put our 
gains in Iraq at risk,” according to Gates.
 Walter Pincus reports on intelligence, defense 
and foreign policy for The Washington Post and 
writes the Fine Print column.

BY MATT MILLER

The Washington Post

Can a president really be a “year 
of action” hero armed with just 
his “pen and phone”? Or is that 
a formula for what I call kinder, 

gentler decline? Those are the essential 
questions beneath the pomp and ceremony 
of the State of the Union. And maybe the 
paradoxical answer to both questions is 
“yes.”

I’m always torn when watching a State 
of the Union speech. I agree with the vi-
sion of America that Barack Obama laid 
out. Trouble is, I’ve agreed with it since 
I first heard Bill Clinton lay out the same 
vision when I followed Clinton into the 
White House as an aide in 1993. Yet in the 
years since, on virtually every metric pro-
gressives care about — save for expanded 
health coverage, once the dust finally 
clears from Obamacare — the measures 
of a good society have gone in the wrong 
direction.

Wages are stagnant or shrinking. School 
rankings have sagged. College and health 
costs have soared. Our rates of child pov-
erty lead the developed world. Decent 
jobs remain scarce. The accident of birth 
weighs more heavily in dictating one’s 
destiny.

All the compelling anecdotes or special 
guests in the chamber don’t change that.

When I hear Obama cry that no one who 
works full time should live in poverty in 
America, it’s like “Groundhog Day.” Can 
I be alone in this reaction? I want to play 
the split screen with Bill Clinton saying ex-
actly the same thing. It made sense then. 
It makes sense now. So how long does a 

wealthy, sane nation need to fix this? If 20 
years isn’t good enough — two decades in 
which the economy nearly doubled in size 
in real terms — do we need 50 years? 100?

The president faces obvious constraints. 
But is the illusion of meaningful action re-
ally the most effective strategy? I get that 
the White House wants to signal that it can 
still “do things.” I know the administration 
wants to use issues like the minimum wage 
to frame the midterm elections. Maybe 
their choice is understandable.

And yet the real state of the union seems 
inescapable. In the face of enormous eco-

nomic strains on the middle class, Repub-
licans have no ideas, and Democrats have 
puny “pen and phone” ideas. The result is 
little progress, paired with a rhetoric-real-
ity gap among Democrats that’s rising even 
faster than our concentration of wealth.

Consider some of the executive actions 
touted by the White House. The minimum 
wage measure is a big deal, even if it only 
applies to new federal contracts (and there-
fore to only a relative handful of work-
ers). It’s an important effort to lay down a 
marker about a decent minimal reward for 
work.

But a “summit on working families”? A 
review of federal job training programs 
six years into the president’s tenure? Ask-
ing CEOs to (pretty please) consider hiring
the long-term unemployed? “Mobilizing”
the private sector to offer more appren-
ticeships? Passing the tin cup to corporate
foundations to help connect schools to the 
Internet?

Look, I’m all for the bully pulpit. And
these measures can surely do some mod-
est good at the margins. But it is embar-
rassing for the leader of a great nation to
be peddling these as meaningful “action.”
Do foreign leaders watching think, “Well,
they’re gridlocked, but one day they’ll get
their act together.” Or do they think we’re
institutionally incapable of renewal?

The endless “small ball” accounts for 
the malaise I felt midway into the speech. 
Even though the president looked strong
and confident — he’s always impressive 
and commanding in these venues — I felt 
as if America must be tuning out, because
it felt like so much of the same old blah
blah blah.

Federal Reserve Chairwoman Janet
Yellen, who many Americans have never
heard of, will have far more influence on 
incomes, jobs and economic growth than
Obama in the next three years — and not 
just here in the U.S., but around the globe
as well. There’s something surreal about
that. Maybe it’s time we asked Federal
Reserve chairs to give a State of the Union
too.
Matt Miller is a senior fellow at the Center for 
American Progress and the host of the podcast 
“This … Is Interesting,” He writes a weekly column 
for The Washington Post.

The real state of the union is inescapable

In book, Gates also tough on Bush war policies

LARRY DOWNING/AP

President Barack Obama smiles as he prepares to deliver the State of Union address 
before a joint session of Congress  on Tuesday . In the address, he reiterated his belief 
that no one who works full time should live in poverty in America.
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 Gold prospectors take 
advantage of drought 

CA AUBURN  — As Cali-
fornia’s drought persists 

and water levels dip to historically 
low levels, gold prospectors are tak-
ing to Northern California rivers 
hoping to spot something shiny.

The Sacramento Bee sa id call-
ing it a gold rush may be a stretch, 
but unusually low rivers are open-
ing up areas of Placer County 
that haven’t been touched by man 
in decades, if not more than a 
century.

James Hutchings, Sacramento 
chapter president of the Gold 
Prospectors Association of Ameri-
ca, flakes — possibly even nuggets 
— that would normally be sub-
merged may be available. 

Firefighters rescue 
puppy from drain 

MO ST. LOUIS  — A 
puppy is alive and 

recovering after St. Louis fire-
fighters rescued the dog from a 
drainage pipe.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch  re-
port ed that the rescue happened 
Sunday morning. Fire officials 
sa id the owner was walking the 
puppy on a leash when the dog fell 
into a drainage pipe on a sidewalk 
that was not covered properly.

Firefighters lowered a noose 26 
feet down the foot-wide pipe to get 
it around the body of the puppy 
and pull the dog to freedom.  

Airdrop program 
targets rabies, skunks 

TX HOUSTON  — Small, 
smelly packets of vac-

cine are being dropped from 
airplanes in eastern and central 
Texas in an effort to control ra-
bies in skunks.

Parts of 17 counties are being 
targeted this month by the Texas 
Department of State Health Ser-
vices. Each vaccine is the size of 
a fast-food ketchup packet and 
coated in fish meal, the Houston 
Chronicle  reported Sunday.

The airdrop in rural areas is 
part of an expanded test of the 
V-RG vaccine, the same preven-

tative used for the past 20 years 
against the canine and fox strains 
of rabies. Rabies-carrying coyotes 
also gobbled previous packets. 

Blue Cross cuts family 
policies for gay couples 

NC RALEIGH  — North 
Carolina’s largest in-

surer is canceling family insur-
ance policies sold to gay and 
lesbian couples under the federal 
overhaul law due to contract lan-
guage Blue Cross plans to remove 
next year.

The News & Observer of Ra-
leigh report ed that Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of North Carolina 
invalidated policies for 20 couples 
because of standard policy lan-
guage that defines “spouse” as 
“opposite sex.”

Gay-rights advocates point out 
the insurer offers domestic part-
ner benefits to its own employ-
ees. Blue Cross insurance plans 
offered by large North Carolina 
companies also include health 
benefits for employees and their 
same-sex partners.

 New Honor Flight 
program gets started 

TN CLARKSVILLE  — A
new Honor Flight pro-

gram has been set up to serve vet-
erans in north-central Tennessee 
and south-central Kentucky.

Honor Flight is a privately
funded nonprofit dedicated to
ensuring all veterans have an op-
portunity to see the Washington
monuments built in their honor.

Michael Flood, a 101st Air-
borne Division veteran, told The
Leaf-Chronicle  that he decided to
start the Screaming Eagle Honor
Flight after the nearby Music City
Honor Flight in Nashville ceased
operating last year.

Flood said he is seeking volun-
teers, donations and other support
for his operation in Clarksville, 
Tenn. 

While the Music City Honor
Flight was focused on World War
II veterans, Flood said his pro-
gram will have a wide scope. 
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

85 The percentage by which methamphetamine lab seizures increased in West Virginia in 2013. A West Virginia State Police
report said authorities seized 533 meth labs, compared with 288 in 2012. The report said police found meth labs in 45 of West
Virginia’s 55 counties. Kanawha County led the state with 159 seizures . 

16
 Man’s 2nd fatal crash 
has ties to 1st judge 

NM BELEN  — A New 
Mexico man sent to 

prison six years ago for killing a 
motorcyclist while driving drunk 
is back in jail on the same charg-
es, this time for a crash that killed 
the brother of the judge who sen-
tenced him.

The accident Saturday hap-
pened after a witness told KOB-TV 
 that she called 911 twice to report 
seeing Jacob Williams, 27, driving 
erratically around her neighbor-
hood near the town of Belen, about 
30 miles south of Albuquerque.

Deputies failed to respond be-
fore a pickup that authorities said 
was driven by Williams veered 
over a center line, killing Daniel 
Sanchez, 51, and seriously injur-
ing his  daughter, Magen, 11. 

Sanchez’s brother, state District 
Court Judge William Sanchez, of 
Los Lunas, presided over the 2008 
case in which Williams pleaded 
guilty to felony charges of vehicu-
lar homicide, great bodily harm 
by vehicle and aggravated driving 
while intoxicated. 

Error leads to short 
notice for jury duty 

DE WILMINGTON  —
About 1,800 New 

Castle County residents have re-
ceived unusually urgent jury duty 
summons.

The News Journal report ed that 
officials are blaming a system 
error for summonses giving peo-
ple less than two weeks notice in-
stead of the usual month. With the 
jury form, residents received an 
unusual letter in which jury man-
ager Andrew J. Brennan apolo-
gizes for the short notice “due to 
certain circumstances.”

A “system error” related to 
drawing potential jurors from a 
new list of Delaware drivers and 
voters meant more than a week 
of juror summonses weren’t sent 
out, Superior Court Administrator 
Maureen Frederick said.   

 Gorilla raised by humans 
said to be thriving  at zoo

OH CINCINNATI  — A 
baby gorilla initially 

raised by humans acting as sur-
rogate parents is thriving in the 
company of other gorillas as she 
reaches her first birthday, officials 
at the Cincinnati Zoo said.

Gladys and her new family of 
Western lowland gorillas enjoyed 

a treat that 
included 
fruits, rice 
and sweet 
potato ahead 
of her birth-
day Wednes-
day, The 
Cincinnati 
Enquirer  
reported.

The gorilla 
was born at 
the Gladys 
Porter Zoo in 
Brownsville, 
Texas, and 
her mother 

rejected her. She was moved last 
February to Cincinnati. Caregiv-
ers there dressed in furry vests 
and kneepads to act as surrogate 
mothers until an older female go-
rilla took over that role in June. 

THE CENSUS
The number of years that have passed since a Rhode Island charter boat captain 
tagged a 14-pound baby bluefin tuna. Al Anderson, 75, was pleasantly surprised to 
learn a Nova Scotia fisherman recently caught the same tuna, which now weighs 1,200 
pounds. He reported information on the tag to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
voluntary tagging program, which notified Anderson. The fisherman took the fish to market. 

Busy bee
ANDY DUBACK/AP

A hive of honey bees is on display at the Vermont Beekeeping Supply booth at the 82nd annual Vermont Farm Show at the Champlain Valley 
Expo in Essex Jct., Vt., on Tuesday .

MCT

AP

Gladys the gorilla 
is shown with  
Ron Evans, of the 
Cincinnati Zoo.
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FACES

 BY SANDY COHEN

The Associated Press 

 Miley Cyrus mashes it up with 
Madonna, twerks with her tongue 
out and drops a bunch of F-bombs 
on her  MTV special, and she’s in 
fine voice while doing it.

While her whittled stomach 
and occasional crotch-grabs com-
pete for attention, Cyrus really 
can sing, and it shows on her epi-
sode of “MTV Unplugged,” which 
aired  in the U.S.    on Jan. 29.

Cyrus taped the acoustic con-
cert Tuesday on a Hollywood, 
Calif., soundstage, perform-
ing stripped-down versions of 
selected songs from her latest 
album, “Bangerz,” and closing 
with a booty-slapping duet with 
Madonna.

“So, it sounds super lame, but as 
a pop star it’s pretty cool perform-
ing with Madonna,” the 21-year-
old said after singing a mash-up 
of Madonna’s 2000 track “Don’t 
Tell Me” and Cyrus’ hit “We Can’t 
Stop.” Cyrus spanks the 55-year-
old Queen of Pop during the duet, 
which made Madonna’s Britney 
Spears kiss feel like it was way 
more than 10 years ago.

 Backed by a seven-piece band 
on a stage decorated with hay 
bales, Cyrus  gave her acoustic 
songs a country touch  .

 BY MEREDITH BLAKE AND JOE FLINT

Los Angeles Times

 NBC announced Tuesday that it will broad-
cast the 66th Primetime Emmy Awards live 
from the Nokia Theatre in Los Angeles on 
Aug. 25, a month earlier than usual and on a 
Monday rather than a Sunday.

The move to late August — the Emmys 
typically are broadcast just before the TV 
season officially starts in the third week of 
September — was expected in order to avoid 
a scheduling conflict with “Sunday Night 
Football,” which usually begins airing in 
early September. 

Such a change is not unprecedented: The 
past two times the network aired the Emmys, 
in 2006 and 2010, it did so in August.

However, the switch to Monday night is 
more unusual, given that most of the big-

name awards shows, including the Oscars, 
Grammys and Golden Globes, are broadcast 
on Sundays when the number of available 
viewers is typically larger. 

According to NBC, the last time the 
Emmys were broadcast on a Monday night 
was in 1976.

So why the switch?
If NBC had moved the Emmy Awards to 

Sunday, Aug. 24, the show would go head-
to-head with MTV’s popular Video Music 
Awards. NBC might also be leaving the eve-
ning free in case of a preseason NFL game.

As for the possibility of moving the Emmys 
to a Monday in September, that would mean 
breaking with a longstanding industry tra-
dition that the Emmy Awards take place 
the weekend following the Creative Emmy 
Awards, which are  Aug. 16. 

 Motley Crue retiring, 
plans 72 concerts

 Motley Crue is hanging up its 
guitars for good. The heavy metal 
band plans to say goodbye with 72 
concerts in the  U.S. and Canada 
before retiring. The rockers made 
the announcement at a news con-
ference Tuesday in Hollywood, 
Calif.  Tickets go on sale Friday .

“We want to go out with the 
four founding members of Motley
Crue and go out on top,” said lead
singer Vince Neil.

“We want to leave a legacy,”
added guitarist Nikki Sixx. “We
want to have some dignity.”

The band members have signed
a legal agreement promising not 
to perform as Motley Crue after
2015. A Motley Crue country trib-
ute album is in the works, as is a
big-screen version of the band’s
2002 book, “The Dirt.”

Lambert, McGraw lead 
ACM nominations 

 Miranda Lambert and Tim 
McGraw are the top nominees for
this year’s Academy of Country 
Music Awards.

Lambert and McGraw are up
for seven awards apiece at the 
April 6 awards show. The nomi-
nations were announced Wednes-
day morning in a series of videos 
via social media.

Keith Urban is up for six awards
and Taylor Swift, Blake Shelton,
Kacey Musgraves and Lee Brice 
are next with five apiece. Florida
Georgia Line and Lady Antebel-
lum have four nods. Lambert and
husband Shelton are up for the top
honor, the fan-voted entertainer of
the year, with Swift, 2013 winner 
Luke Bryan and George Strait . 

 Other news 

�  The Musicians Hall of Fame
inducted 12 new members , includ-
ing bluesman Buddy Guy,  rock
guitarist Peter Frampton and
pedal steel player and country
singer Barbara Mandrell. Also 
inducted during Tuesday’s cer-
emony in Nashville were Randy 
Bachman from The Guess Who
and Bachman Turner Overdrive,
country musician Jimmy Capps,
bass guitarist Will Lee, rhythm
guitarist Corki Casey O’Dell and
country guitarist Velma Smith. 
Posthumous inductions went to
Stevie Ray Vaughan, along with 
his band Double Trouble, and
pedal steel guitarist Ben Keith  .

�  Flavor Flav pleaded not
guilty Tuesday to charges stem-
ming from a traffic stop this
month as he raced to his mother’s 
funeral in  New York   .
�           Former Academy of Mo-

tion Picture Arts and Sciences 
president Tom Sherak has died in
Calabasas, Calif., after a 12-year 
battle with prostate cancer. He
was 68.  Sherak, who served as the
head of the academy from 2009-
2012, spent 17 years at 20th Cen-
tury Fox, where he became the
domestic film group chairman . 
From The Associated Press

 BY JESSICA HERNDON

The Associated Press

 Philip Seymour Hoffman’s new movie is 
a psychological thriller about terrorism, 
but he says it also has something to do 
with hitting a midlife crisis — and that’s 

what really drew him to the role.
“The story really moved me,” said Hoffman.
“A Most Wanted Man,” based on John Le 

Carre’s 2008 book, premiered at the Sundance 
Film Festival  this month, with Hoffman playing 
a German operative heading up an anti-terrorism 
team in Hamburg, Germany.

Hoffman recalls reading it a long time ago and 
being drawn to “everything about it.”

“There is something about that story that spoke 
to me about where I am now in my life, though it’s 
not something I could really put into words,” he 
said. “I read it and saw myself in it somehow. It’s 
about being in the middle of your life. It’s as much 
a story about that, than all of the other things. It’s 

about a man really confronted with what he’s 
passionate about pursuing and what that’s done 
to him.”

The Anton Corbijn-directed film focuses on a 
Chechen-Russian immigrant, Issa Karpov (Grig-
oriy Dobrygin), who’s on the run in post-9/11 
Hamburg, Germany. Hoffman, as spy Gunther 
Bachmann, develops Islamic sources. He believes 
Issa could guide him to more powerful culprits. 
Taking a benevolent approach when examining 
the counterterrorist profession and those thought 
to be suspects, the film also stars Rachel McAd-
ams, Robin Wright and Willem Dafoe.

 After appearing in  more than 50 movies, 46-
year-old Hoffman says working on “A Most 
Wanted Man” was one of the most satisfying 
movie-making experiences he’s had.

“Far more than most films I’ve done,” he says. 
“These espionage-ish stories tend to get lost and 
I wanted people to be surprised emotionally. 
Everyone was on board with making this story 
believable, meaningful and human.” 

Hoffman superior spy
in ‘A Most Wanted Man’

 Cyrus duets 
with Madonna 
for TV special

 Emmy broadcast  moving to a  Monday  night

SANDY M. COHEN/AP

Miley Cyrus, right, performs 
with Madonna for an MTV 
special taped  Tuesday . 

SUNDANCE INSTITUTE/AP

 Philip Seymour Hoffman, right, and Rachel McAdams, front, star in the film  “A Most Wanted Man .” 
“There is something about [the] story that spoke to me about where I am now in my life, though 
it’s not something I could really put into words,” Hoffman says. “I read it and saw myself in it 
somehow. It’s about being in the middle of your life.”  

The move to 

late August 

— the Emmys 

typically are 

broadcast just 

before the TV 

season offi cially 

starts in the third 

week of September 

— was expected 

in order to avoid 

a scheduling 

confl ict with 

“Sunday Night 

Football.”

  FOX/AP
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 “These charges echo concerns 
that have been raised before about 
JPAC’s performance, and there 
needs to be a full investigation,” 
U.S. Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., 
said after viewing a portion of the 
documents Jan. 23. 

The allegations are the latest 
stain on the reputation of JPAC, 
the Defense Department’s Joint 
Prisoners of War, Missing in Ac-
tion Accounting Command, which 
has been described in Congres-
sional hearings as “lacking in 
structure, leadership and account-
ability.” It comes on the heels of 
a recent scandal involving JPAC 
and the Defense POW/Missing 
Personnel Office, with revelations 
that JPAC held phony repatriation 
ceremonies with alleged remains, 
and multiple reports about agency 
deficiencies and impropriety.

Stars and Stripes has previously 
reported charges that JPAC and 
DPMO officials ignored leads on 
MIAs in Southeast Asia, prema-
turely declared Southeast Asia 
MIAs deceased and un-
recoverable, and actively 
argued against identify-
ing unknown World War 
II remains in government 
custody when evidence 
suggested they could be 
identified. 

In 2010, Congress man-
dated that the agency in-
crease its annual recovery 
number from 70 to more 
than 200 by 2015, but the numbers 
have changed little, and in some 
years have actually fallen. JPAC’s 
operating budget has doubled since 
fiscal 2006 to more than $100 mil-
lion in fiscal 2012.

JPAC officials declined to com-
ment last week, citing an “ongoing 
investigation.”  

Incomplete records
In a memorandum to the then-

commander of JPAC dated May 
17, 2011, a JPAC forensic anthro-
pologist outlines serious deficien-
cies at the Central Identification 
Laboratory.

Jay Silverstein wrote the memo 
to Army Maj. Gen. Stephen Tom, 
who served as JPAC commander 
until October 2012. Stars and 
Stripes obtained the memo from 
a source, and its authenticity was 
confirmed by several former and 
current JPAC employees who re-
quested anonymity, citing fear of 
reprisal. Silverstein, they said, had 
been treated harshly for sending 
the memo. 

JPAC officials declined to make 
Silverstein available for an offi-
cial interview, and he declined to 
comment.

In the document, Silverstein 
stated that he personally worked 

cases in Tarawa, Upo Lake and 
Koh Tang and had an intimate 
knowledge with aspects of all 
three. Silverstein wrote that the 
Central Identification Laboratory 
made unsubstantiated determina-
tions about sites because scientific 
data contradicted their recommen-
dations and conclusions; wasted 
a “considerable” amount of tax-
payer funds on missions repeated 
because of shoddy work; and was 
unable to track JPAC activities and 
elaborate on recovery efforts due 
to improper record keeping.

He also accused the Identifica-
tion Laboratory of breaking JPAC 
policy and instruction, abusing the 
U.S. Government Merit System to 
control employees and shield the 
laboratory’s archaeological work 
from outside review, and putting 
the agency in “awkward” situations 
where they are unable to provide 
“fullest and most complete and 
scientifically valid findings and 
accounting from our field inves-
tigations” to families, nongovern-
ment groups and even members of 

Congress.
“In some cases, we are unable 

to answer fundamental questions 
like, ‘How do we know there are no 
Americans in that grave?’ or ‘Could 
those remains uncovered been 
American?’ ” Silverstein wrote in 
the memo.

Johnie Webb, JPAC’s deputy to 
the commander for external rela-
tions and legislative affairs; Thom-
as Holland, director and deputy to 
the command for Central Identifi-
cation Laboratory operations; and 
JPAC commander Air Force Maj. 
Gen. Kelly McKeague declined 
interview requests last week 
through JPAC spokesman Army 
Maj. Jamie Dobson.

A violation of ethics
Today, 513 American service-

members remain unaccounted for 
from the Battle of Tarawa, where 
1,143 Americans — including 978 
members of the 2nd Marine Divi-
sion — were killed while assault-
ing fortified Japanese positions in 
November 1943. The majority of 
those unaccounted for are believed 
to be buried in mass graves on the 
atoll, according to Rick Stone, for-
mer deputy chief of JPAC’s World 
War II Research and Investigation 
Branch.

Silverstein asserted in the memo 
that during excavations on Tarawa 
Atoll in 2010, the Identification 
Laboratory employed “poor meth-
ods” and failed to “conduct proper 
scientific work on numerous lev-
els,” which led to extremely sus-
pect conclusions.

He stated that after a geophysi-
cal survey using ground-penetrat-
ing radar was approved — the best 
practice for locating the graves 
— CIL staffers canceled it. 

Silverstein claimed staff mem-
bers also used improper excava-
tion techniques that increased the 
chances of missing buried remains; 
conducted a leading interview with 
a witness; discounted remains as 
Japanese just by looking at photo-
graphs; and later withheld reports 
and information from other JPAC 
sections conducting analysis.

Charges detailed in the Silver-
stein memorandum also involve 
mishandling of remains.

While on Tarawa, CIL staff-
ers accepted two sets of remains 
into their custody. According to 

Silverstein, they did not 
write the required reports 
documenting where the 
remains came from, the 
circumstances of recovery, 
witness interviews and in-
ventories. That informa-
tion would have helped 
investigators draft a short 
list of potential candidates 
for possible DNA testing 
and identification.

“Apparently no such 
documentation was made,” Silver-
stein wrote.

Stone was assigned the task of 
drafting a short list for each set of 
remains. He told Stars and Stripes 
that the Identification Labora-
tory repeatedly declined requests 
for information and reports that 
might help him narrow down the 
identities.

“I thought this was resolved,” 
Holland, the CIL director, wrote 
in an email to Stone’s supervisors 
in March 2012. “We aren’t turn-
ing over field notes or anthropo-
logical profiles. The J2 short list 
should be based on independent 
historical data, not the lab’s work 
products. You can’t mix the lines of 
evidence.”

 Stone sent memos to his super-
visors at the Directorate for Intel-
ligence, J-2, JPAC’s research and 
analysis arm.

“In the final analysis, it is obvi-
ous that the short lists provided in 
this report have little or no value 
to assist in the identification of 
[Case] 2010-150 based on the fail-
ure of the CIL to provide abso-
lutely any information necessary 
to produce a viable short list of 
most likely matches,” Stone wrote 
in the memo, which he made avail-
able to Stars and Stripes. “This as-
signment by the CIL is analogous 

to investigating an X-file case for 
an ‘Unknown’ and finding all the 
pages in the case file to be blank, 
or for the CIL to receive a box of 
remains without being given any 
additional information and being 
asked to produce a short list of pos-
sible identities.” 

Stone resigned in August 2012. 
Silverstein also alleged in the 

memo that skeletal elements taken 

as samples on Tarawa compro-
mised the chain of custody and 
jeopardized the status and fate of 
the rest of the remains. Silverstein 
claimed that the excavation reports 
did not include information on the 
individual the remains were taken 
from, nor did they include a provi-
sion for replacing the sample.

“Sample skeletal elements re-
moved from an articulated burial 

context is a questionable moral 
and ethical practice,” he wrote. 
“Disassociation of remains may 
be considered a desecration and 
disrespect of the buried subjects 
and should certainly be reviewed 
by the American Anthropologi-
cal Association and/or Register 
of Professional Archaeologists for 
violation of ethical standards re-
garding the treatment of human 

remains.” 

Wire handcuffs
At least three U.S. Marines were 

left behind on Koh Tang after a 
battle in May 1975 and were later 
killed by the Khmer Rouge.

Pfc. Gary Hall, Lance Cpl. Joseph 
Hargrove and Pvt. Danny Marshall 
were among the Marines from 2nd 

Battalion, 9th Marines dispatched 
to the fortified Khmer Rouge is-
land stronghold to free the crew of 
the American merchant ship the SS 
Mayaguez, which had been seized 
by communist forces. A 14-hour 
battle ensued, involving more than 
200 Marines, airmen and Navy 
corpsman. Fifteen were killed in 
the fighting, and their bodies were 
left on and around the remote is-

land in the Gulf of Thailand. 
In the confusion of forces leav-

ing Koh Tang, Hall, Hargrove and 
Marshall were left behind. Wit-
nesses have said that requests to go 
back for the men were denied.

Since 1991, JPAC has conducted 
about 10 excavations and 20 investi-
gations looking for the missing from 
the battle. They have repatriated 
numerous sets of remains. Howev-
er, JPAC says that Hargrove, Hall, 
Marshall, Lance Cpl. Ashton Loney 
and Air Force Staff Sgt. Elwood 
Rumbaugh (who was lost at sea) re-
main unaccounted for.

Silverstein’s memorandum once 
again centers on the CIL’s failure 
to fully record its work, “some of 
which may cover the only evidence 
thus far related to the possible 
fate of one of those that was left 
behind.”

Some of the best leads JPAC 
has had for those left behind were 
uncovered in 1999, according to 
Silverstein’s memo. Two sites were 
excavated that year. 

Only one detailed report of ex-
cavation, which includes only 
preliminary information, was 
completed for two cases. Only one 
search-and-recovery report — the 
more detailed technical scientific 
report outlining the methods, data 
recorded and scientific findings 
— was completed.

There is no search-and-recovery 
report detailing the excavation of a 
site that matched a witness’ recol-
lections and was possibly related to 
a missing Marine.

 “The anthropologist observed a 
single pit feature in the excavation 
floor which corresponds nearly ex-
actly in terms of size, shape, and 
orientation to the witness descrip-
tion of the burial pit dug in 1975,” 
the preliminary report said, ac-
cording to Silverstein’s memo. “The 
team recovered one possible set of 
wire handcuffs that could possibly 
relate to Case 1998.”

Silverstein said in the memo that 
the lack of a report was a clear vio-
lation of JPAC procedure.

“It also makes it difficult to sys-
tematically track our efforts and 
locations where we have worked,” 
Silverstein wrote. “This leaves a se-
rious void in our record on this case 
and makes it impossible to answer 
questions with any authority or sci-
entific validity.”

Some family members of the 
missing and Marines who survived 
the battle were shown the document 
last week by Stars and Stripes.  

“It confirms what I’ve been 
thinking all along and what my wit-
nesses have been saying, that there 
has been a cover-up with leaving 
the three behind,” said Hargrove’s 
cousin, Cary Turner. Turner has 
been to Koh Tang investigating his 
cousin’s death and has been one of 
the government’s harshest critics 
in the case. 

“This travesty is simply a disser-
vice to those family members who 
want those remains brought home,” 

said retired Marine and Koh Tang
battle survivor Larry Barnett, who 
founded the Koh Tang/Mayaguez 
Veterans Organization. “These are 
real people and they deserve real 
answers. ... We need to get JPAC 
cleaned up.”

Take action now
In summer 2008, Silverstein was 

assigned to lead efforts begun a year 
earlier at Upo Lake, South Korea, 
according to the document. He al-
leged that after the 2007 mission, 
the lab again failed to complete the 
required search-and-recovery re-
port as well as the excavation sum-
mary report.

Silverstein wrote in the memo 
that all he had to go on when he 
went to South Korea was the verbal 
description from the previous team
leader, who told him to “dig deeper 
[in the same spot] and to shore up 
the walls with braces because of 
the presence of unstable fill.” Due 
to that recommendation, special 
equipment was rented and trans-
ported to South Korea at consider-
able cost.

Silverstein described beginning
to re-excavate the trench, but soon 
realizing due to the soil and topog-
raphy that the 2007 mission had 
been digging in the wrong place. 
That was confirmed by discussions 
with locals and a visit to town gov-
ernment offices, he wrote.

“Had there been an interim re-
port that was peer-reviewed by a 
competent archaeologist, the pres-
ence of modern fill and the aspect
of the site on the slope in conjunc-
tion with the witness statement
would have made it apparent that
the excavation was situated in the 
wrong location,” Silverstein stated 
in the memo. 

After reviewing the document
last week, Missouri democratic
Sen. Claire McCaskill, a member
of the Senate oversight committee, 
called for immediate action.

“The Joint POW/MIA Account-
ing Command is permeated by in-
fighting, retaliation and childish
behavior, to the point that I have 
serious doubts as to how any work 
gets done,” she said. “The com-
mand’s management and Defense 
Department leadership have failed 
to adequately address these prob-
lems, and that failure dishonors the 
mission, and dishonors those who 
have served our country. 

"The Pentagon needs to take ac-
tion now, and I will be pursuing all 
necessary reforms to ensure that
our sacred obligation to our POW/
MIA is honored.”

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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JPAC: Anthropologist's allegations paint picture 
of agency lacking in structure, scientific discipline

 Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

JPAC forensic anthropologist Jay Silverstein surveys a site that his team was planning to excavate in 
Vostenhof, Austria, during a past JPAC mission. Internal JPAC documents drafted by Silverstein and 
obtained by Stars and Stripes have painted JPAC's Central Identification Laboratory as largely  incompetent.

 Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

A Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command employee restores a grid unit 
during remains testing on the island of Betio, Republic of Kiribati. 

 Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

 Servicemembers  carry a remains transfer case during a repatriation 
ceremony  in Nov ember 2012 on Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam, 
Hawaii.  Last year, the DOD acknowledged that for the last seven years, 
 JPAC has been holding phony “arrival ceremonies.” 

ONLINE
View photos, video and the memorandum from JPAC 
anthropologist Jay Silverstein at stripes.com/go/jpac

‘ This leaves a serious void in our 
record on this case and makes it 
impossible to answer questions with 
any authority or scientific validity. ’

 Jay Silverstein
JPAC forensic anthropologist
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 “These charges echo concerns 
that have been raised before about 
JPAC’s performance, and there 
needs to be a full investigation,” 
U.S. Sen. Kelly Ayotte, R-N.H., 
said after viewing a portion of the 
documents Jan. 23. 

The allegations are the latest 
stain on the reputation of JPAC, 
the Defense Department’s Joint 
Prisoners of War, Missing in Ac-
tion Accounting Command, which 
has been described in Congres-
sional hearings as “lacking in 
structure, leadership and account-
ability.” It comes on the heels of 
a recent scandal involving JPAC 
and the Defense POW/Missing 
Personnel Office, with revelations 
that JPAC held phony repatriation 
ceremonies with alleged remains, 
and multiple reports about agency 
deficiencies and impropriety.

Stars and Stripes has previously 
reported charges that JPAC and 
DPMO officials ignored leads on 
MIAs in Southeast Asia, prema-
turely declared Southeast Asia 
MIAs deceased and un-
recoverable, and actively 
argued against identify-
ing unknown World War 
II remains in government 
custody when evidence 
suggested they could be 
identified. 

In 2010, Congress man-
dated that the agency in-
crease its annual recovery 
number from 70 to more 
than 200 by 2015, but the numbers 
have changed little, and in some 
years have actually fallen. JPAC’s 
operating budget has doubled since 
fiscal 2006 to more than $100 mil-
lion in fiscal 2012.

JPAC officials declined to com-
ment last week, citing an “ongoing 
investigation.”  

Incomplete records
In a memorandum to the then-

commander of JPAC dated May 
17, 2011, a JPAC forensic anthro-
pologist outlines serious deficien-
cies at the Central Identification 
Laboratory.

Jay Silverstein wrote the memo 
to Army Maj. Gen. Stephen Tom, 
who served as JPAC commander 
until October 2012. Stars and 
Stripes obtained the memo from 
a source, and its authenticity was 
confirmed by several former and 
current JPAC employees who re-
quested anonymity, citing fear of 
reprisal. Silverstein, they said, had 
been treated harshly for sending 
the memo. 

JPAC officials declined to make 
Silverstein available for an offi-
cial interview, and he declined to 
comment.

In the document, Silverstein 
stated that he personally worked 

cases in Tarawa, Upo Lake and 
Koh Tang and had an intimate 
knowledge with aspects of all 
three. Silverstein wrote that the 
Central Identification Laboratory 
made unsubstantiated determina-
tions about sites because scientific 
data contradicted their recommen-
dations and conclusions; wasted 
a “considerable” amount of tax-
payer funds on missions repeated 
because of shoddy work; and was 
unable to track JPAC activities and 
elaborate on recovery efforts due 
to improper record keeping.

He also accused the Identifica-
tion Laboratory of breaking JPAC 
policy and instruction, abusing the 
U.S. Government Merit System to 
control employees and shield the 
laboratory’s archaeological work 
from outside review, and putting 
the agency in “awkward” situations 
where they are unable to provide 
“fullest and most complete and 
scientifically valid findings and 
accounting from our field inves-
tigations” to families, nongovern-
ment groups and even members of 

Congress.
“In some cases, we are unable 

to answer fundamental questions 
like, ‘How do we know there are no 
Americans in that grave?’ or ‘Could 
those remains uncovered been 
American?’ ” Silverstein wrote in 
the memo.

Johnie Webb, JPAC’s deputy to 
the commander for external rela-
tions and legislative affairs; Thom-
as Holland, director and deputy to 
the command for Central Identifi-
cation Laboratory operations; and 
JPAC commander Air Force Maj. 
Gen. Kelly McKeague declined 
interview requests last week 
through JPAC spokesman Army 
Maj. Jamie Dobson.

A violation of ethics
Today, 513 American service-

members remain unaccounted for 
from the Battle of Tarawa, where 
1,143 Americans — including 978 
members of the 2nd Marine Divi-
sion — were killed while assault-
ing fortified Japanese positions in 
November 1943. The majority of 
those unaccounted for are believed 
to be buried in mass graves on the 
atoll, according to Rick Stone, for-
mer deputy chief of JPAC’s World 
War II Research and Investigation 
Branch.

Silverstein asserted in the memo 
that during excavations on Tarawa 
Atoll in 2010, the Identification 
Laboratory employed “poor meth-
ods” and failed to “conduct proper 
scientific work on numerous lev-
els,” which led to extremely sus-
pect conclusions.

He stated that after a geophysi-
cal survey using ground-penetrat-
ing radar was approved — the best 
practice for locating the graves 
— CIL staffers canceled it. 

Silverstein claimed staff mem-
bers also used improper excava-
tion techniques that increased the 
chances of missing buried remains; 
conducted a leading interview with 
a witness; discounted remains as 
Japanese just by looking at photo-
graphs; and later withheld reports 
and information from other JPAC 
sections conducting analysis.

Charges detailed in the Silver-
stein memorandum also involve 
mishandling of remains.

While on Tarawa, CIL staff-
ers accepted two sets of remains 
into their custody. According to 

Silverstein, they did not 
write the required reports 
documenting where the 
remains came from, the 
circumstances of recovery, 
witness interviews and in-
ventories. That informa-
tion would have helped 
investigators draft a short 
list of potential candidates 
for possible DNA testing 
and identification.

“Apparently no such 
documentation was made,” Silver-
stein wrote.

Stone was assigned the task of 
drafting a short list for each set of 
remains. He told Stars and Stripes 
that the Identification Labora-
tory repeatedly declined requests 
for information and reports that 
might help him narrow down the 
identities.

“I thought this was resolved,” 
Holland, the CIL director, wrote 
in an email to Stone’s supervisors 
in March 2012. “We aren’t turn-
ing over field notes or anthropo-
logical profiles. The J2 short list 
should be based on independent 
historical data, not the lab’s work 
products. You can’t mix the lines of 
evidence.”

 Stone sent memos to his super-
visors at the Directorate for Intel-
ligence, J-2, JPAC’s research and 
analysis arm.

“In the final analysis, it is obvi-
ous that the short lists provided in 
this report have little or no value 
to assist in the identification of 
[Case] 2010-150 based on the fail-
ure of the CIL to provide abso-
lutely any information necessary 
to produce a viable short list of 
most likely matches,” Stone wrote 
in the memo, which he made avail-
able to Stars and Stripes. “This as-
signment by the CIL is analogous 

to investigating an X-file case for 
an ‘Unknown’ and finding all the 
pages in the case file to be blank, 
or for the CIL to receive a box of 
remains without being given any 
additional information and being 
asked to produce a short list of pos-
sible identities.” 

Stone resigned in August 2012. 
Silverstein also alleged in the 

memo that skeletal elements taken 

as samples on Tarawa compro-
mised the chain of custody and 
jeopardized the status and fate of 
the rest of the remains. Silverstein 
claimed that the excavation reports 
did not include information on the 
individual the remains were taken 
from, nor did they include a provi-
sion for replacing the sample.

“Sample skeletal elements re-
moved from an articulated burial 

context is a questionable moral 
and ethical practice,” he wrote. 
“Disassociation of remains may 
be considered a desecration and 
disrespect of the buried subjects 
and should certainly be reviewed 
by the American Anthropologi-
cal Association and/or Register 
of Professional Archaeologists for 
violation of ethical standards re-
garding the treatment of human 

remains.” 

Wire handcuffs
At least three U.S. Marines were 

left behind on Koh Tang after a 
battle in May 1975 and were later 
killed by the Khmer Rouge.

Pfc. Gary Hall, Lance Cpl. Joseph 
Hargrove and Pvt. Danny Marshall 
were among the Marines from 2nd 

Battalion, 9th Marines dispatched 
to the fortified Khmer Rouge is-
land stronghold to free the crew of 
the American merchant ship the SS 
Mayaguez, which had been seized 
by communist forces. A 14-hour 
battle ensued, involving more than 
200 Marines, airmen and Navy 
corpsman. Fifteen were killed in 
the fighting, and their bodies were 
left on and around the remote is-

land in the Gulf of Thailand. 
In the confusion of forces leav-

ing Koh Tang, Hall, Hargrove and 
Marshall were left behind. Wit-
nesses have said that requests to go 
back for the men were denied.

Since 1991, JPAC has conducted 
about 10 excavations and 20 investi-
gations looking for the missing from 
the battle. They have repatriated 
numerous sets of remains. Howev-
er, JPAC says that Hargrove, Hall, 
Marshall, Lance Cpl. Ashton Loney 
and Air Force Staff Sgt. Elwood 
Rumbaugh (who was lost at sea) re-
main unaccounted for.

Silverstein’s memorandum once 
again centers on the CIL’s failure 
to fully record its work, “some of 
which may cover the only evidence 
thus far related to the possible 
fate of one of those that was left 
behind.”

Some of the best leads JPAC 
has had for those left behind were 
uncovered in 1999, according to 
Silverstein’s memo. Two sites were 
excavated that year. 

Only one detailed report of ex-
cavation, which includes only 
preliminary information, was 
completed for two cases. Only one 
search-and-recovery report — the 
more detailed technical scientific 
report outlining the methods, data 
recorded and scientific findings 
— was completed.

There is no search-and-recovery 
report detailing the excavation of a 
site that matched a witness’ recol-
lections and was possibly related to 
a missing Marine.

 “The anthropologist observed a 
single pit feature in the excavation 
floor which corresponds nearly ex-
actly in terms of size, shape, and 
orientation to the witness descrip-
tion of the burial pit dug in 1975,” 
the preliminary report said, ac-
cording to Silverstein’s memo. “The 
team recovered one possible set of 
wire handcuffs that could possibly 
relate to Case 1998.”

Silverstein said in the memo that 
the lack of a report was a clear vio-
lation of JPAC procedure.

“It also makes it difficult to sys-
tematically track our efforts and 
locations where we have worked,” 
Silverstein wrote. “This leaves a se-
rious void in our record on this case 
and makes it impossible to answer 
questions with any authority or sci-
entific validity.”

Some family members of the 
missing and Marines who survived 
the battle were shown the document 
last week by Stars and Stripes.  

“It confirms what I’ve been 
thinking all along and what my wit-
nesses have been saying, that there 
has been a cover-up with leaving 
the three behind,” said Hargrove’s 
cousin, Cary Turner. Turner has 
been to Koh Tang investigating his 
cousin’s death and has been one of 
the government’s harshest critics 
in the case. 

“This travesty is simply a disser-
vice to those family members who 
want those remains brought home,” 

said retired Marine and Koh Tang
battle survivor Larry Barnett, who 
founded the Koh Tang/Mayaguez 
Veterans Organization. “These are 
real people and they deserve real 
answers. ... We need to get JPAC 
cleaned up.”

Take action now
In summer 2008, Silverstein was 

assigned to lead efforts begun a year 
earlier at Upo Lake, South Korea, 
according to the document. He al-
leged that after the 2007 mission, 
the lab again failed to complete the 
required search-and-recovery re-
port as well as the excavation sum-
mary report.

Silverstein wrote in the memo 
that all he had to go on when he 
went to South Korea was the verbal 
description from the previous team
leader, who told him to “dig deeper 
[in the same spot] and to shore up 
the walls with braces because of 
the presence of unstable fill.” Due 
to that recommendation, special 
equipment was rented and trans-
ported to South Korea at consider-
able cost.

Silverstein described beginning
to re-excavate the trench, but soon 
realizing due to the soil and topog-
raphy that the 2007 mission had 
been digging in the wrong place. 
That was confirmed by discussions 
with locals and a visit to town gov-
ernment offices, he wrote.

“Had there been an interim re-
port that was peer-reviewed by a 
competent archaeologist, the pres-
ence of modern fill and the aspect
of the site on the slope in conjunc-
tion with the witness statement
would have made it apparent that
the excavation was situated in the 
wrong location,” Silverstein stated 
in the memo. 

After reviewing the document
last week, Missouri democratic
Sen. Claire McCaskill, a member
of the Senate oversight committee, 
called for immediate action.

“The Joint POW/MIA Account-
ing Command is permeated by in-
fighting, retaliation and childish
behavior, to the point that I have 
serious doubts as to how any work 
gets done,” she said. “The com-
mand’s management and Defense 
Department leadership have failed 
to adequately address these prob-
lems, and that failure dishonors the 
mission, and dishonors those who 
have served our country. 

"The Pentagon needs to take ac-
tion now, and I will be pursuing all 
necessary reforms to ensure that
our sacred obligation to our POW/
MIA is honored.”

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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JPAC: Anthropologist's allegations paint picture 
of agency lacking in structure, scientific discipline

 Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

JPAC forensic anthropologist Jay Silverstein surveys a site that his team was planning to excavate in 
Vostenhof, Austria, during a past JPAC mission. Internal JPAC documents drafted by Silverstein and 
obtained by Stars and Stripes have painted JPAC's Central Identification Laboratory as largely  incompetent.

 Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

A Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command employee restores a grid unit 
during remains testing on the island of Betio, Republic of Kiribati. 

 Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

 Servicemembers  carry a remains transfer case during a repatriation 
ceremony  in Nov ember 2012 on Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam, 
Hawaii.  Last year, the DOD acknowledged that for the last seven years, 
 JPAC has been holding phony “arrival ceremonies.” 

ONLINE
View photos, video and the memorandum from JPAC 
anthropologist Jay Silverstein at stripes.com/go/jpac

‘ This leaves a serious void in our 
record on this case and makes it 
impossible to answer questions with 
any authority or scientific validity. ’

 Jay Silverstein
JPAC forensic anthropologist
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Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 69 46 Clr
Akron, Ohio 26 24 PCldy
Albany, N.Y. 26 16 Clr
Albuquerque 65 42 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 26 16 Clr
Amarillo 69 27 Clr
Anchorage 29 24 PCldy
Asheville 39 19 Clr
Atlanta 42 27 Clr
Atlantic City 31 20 Clr
Austin 62 51 Cldy
Baltimore 29 20 Clr
Baton Rouge 52 41 PCldy
Billings 18 9 Snow
Birmingham 41 26 Clr
Bismarck 06 -12 Clr
Boise 41 26 Cldy
Boston 28 21 Clr
Bridgeport 29 21 Clr
Brownsville 68 60 Cldy
Buffalo 29 23 PCldy
Burlington, Vt. 25 19 PCldy
Caribou, Maine 17 8 Clr
Casper 33 15 Cldy
Charleston, S.C. 43 27 Cldy
Charleston, W.Va. 39 26 Clr
Charlotte, N.C. 39 20 Clr

Chattanooga 41 22 Clr
Cheyenne 40 16 Cldy
Chicago 31 13 Snow
Cincinnati 30 25 PCldy
Cleveland 27 25 PCldy
Colorado Springs 47 24 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 41 21 Clr
Columbus, Ga. 44 27 Clr
Columbus, Ohio 27 22 PCldy
Concord, N.H. 26 14 Clr
Corpus Christi 67 52 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 59 46 Clr
Dayton 27 22 PCldy
Daytona Beach 60 53 Rain
Denver 41 19 Cldy
Des Moines 35 9 Cldy
Detroit 25 21 Cldy
Duluth 7 -15 Clr
El Paso 73 49 PCldy
Elkins 34 22 Clr
Erie 27 25 Clr
Eugene 46 35 Cldy
Evansville 37 29 PCldy
Fairbanks 14 -1 Clr
Fargo 1 -14 Clr
Flagstaff 53 30 Clr
Flint 26 19 Cldy
Fort Smith 51 38 Clr

Fort Wayne 28 22 Cldy
Fresno 63 41 Cldy
Goodland 40 19 Cldy
Grand Junction 37 25 Snow
Grand Rapids 29 19 Snow
Great Falls 17 2 Snow
Green Bay 24 -2 Snow
Greensboro, N.C. 38 21 Clr
Harrisburg 29 19 Clr
Hartford Spgfld 28 17 Clr
Helena 24 8 Snow
Honolulu 80 68 PCldy
Houston 60 55 PCldy
Huntsville 41 26 Clr
Indianapolis 33 24 PCldy
Jackson, Miss. 50 35 Clr
Jacksonville 47 38 Cldy
Juneau 36 24 Clr
Kansas City 46 22 Clr
Key West 74 68 Rain
Knoxville 39 22 Clr
Lake Charles 53 44 Clr
Lansing 27 20 Snow
Las Vegas 71 48 Clr
Lexington 34 28 Clr
Lincoln 34 11 Cldy
Little Rock 50 36 PCldy
Los Angeles 67 53 Cldy

Louisville 36 30 PCldy
Lubbock 76 36 Clr
Macon 44 23 Clr
Madison 27 1 Snow
Medford 49 33 Cldy
Memphis 45 36 PCldy
Miami Beach 77 68 Rain
Midland-Odessa 77 41 PCldy
Milwaukee 27 7 Snow
Mpls-St Paul 17 -8 Snow
Missoula 29 18 Snow
Mobile 49 36 Clr
Montgomery 43 26 Clr
Nashville 40 27 Clr
New Orleans 51 43 Clr
New York City 30 23 Clr
Newark 29 22 Clr
Norfolk, Va. 32 27 Clr
North Platte 35 15 Cldy
Oklahoma City 57 30 Clr
Omaha 31 9 Cldy
Orlando 61 54 Rain
Paducah 41 30 Clr
Pendleton 41 27 Cldy
Peoria 35 16 Cldy
Philadelphia 26 21 Clr
Phoenix 81 56 PCldy
Pittsburgh 29 24 PCldy

Pocatello 41 23 Cldy
Portland, Maine 27 20 Clr
Portland, Ore. 48 37 Rain
Providence 29 22 Clr
Pueblo 55 21 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 38 18 Clr
Rapid City 23 8 Cldy
Reno 45 27 Rain
Richmond 35 23 Clr
Roanoke 36 23 Clr
Rochester 30 24 PCldy
Rockford 30 7 Snow
Sacramento 61 38 Rain
St Louis 46 28 Cldy
St Petersburg 58 52 Rain
St Thomas 85 75 PCldy
Salem, Ore. 47 36 Cldy
Salt Lake City 39 24 Rain
San Angelo 72 45 PCldy
San Antonio 65 50 PCldy
San Diego 65 57 Cldy
San Francisco 57 46 Cldy
San Jose 58 44 Cldy
Santa Fe 61 37 PCldy
St Ste Marie 23 6 Snow
Savannah 46 30 Cldy
Seattle 45 38 Rain
Shreveport 57 45 Clr

Sioux City 25 7 Cldy
Sioux Falls 15 -4 Snow
South Bend 29 19 Clr
Spokane 33 23 Cldy
Springfield, Ill. 39 20 Clr
Springfield, Mo. 49 30 Clr
Syracuse 26 19 Clr
Tallahassee 51 30 Clr
Tampa 58 51 Rain
Toledo 27 24 Cldy
Topeka 47 21 Clr
Tucson 80 53 Clr
Tulsa 53 32 Clr
Tupelo 42 34 Clr
Waco 62 49 Clr
Washington 32 24 Clr
W. Palm Beach 76 66 Rain
Wichita 50 23 Clr
Wichita Falls 67 34 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 25 17 Clr
Wilmington, Del. 27 18 Clr
Yakima 41 26 Cldy
Youngstown 26 24 PCldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tue., 83, Vero Beach, Fla.
Lo: Tue., -35, Longville, Minn.

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE
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45/32
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Kuwait
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72/52

Riyadh
79/58
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80/73
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55/34
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WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC

Misawa
41/31

Guam
83/77
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60/42
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57/43
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55/43

Seoul
41/23

Osan
44/20

Busan
49/24

The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 30) ..........................$1.3998
Dollar buys (Jan. 30) .........................€0.7144
British pound (Jan. 30) ........................ $1.70
Japanese yen (Jan. 30) ......................100.00
South Korean won (Jan. 30) ......... 1,044.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.5719
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1133
China (Yuan) ........................................6.0558
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4615
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9640
Euro ........................................ $1.3664/0.7318
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7648
Hungary (Forint) .................................226.09
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4886
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 102.19
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2823
Norway (Krone) ................................... 6.1816
Philippines (Peso).................................45.35
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.08
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7505
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2760
South Korea (Won) ..........................1,078.53
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8951
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.94
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.2576
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.07
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.04
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.67

BUSINESS/WEATHER

 BY EMILY ALPERT REYES

Los Angeles Times

Married couples promise to 
stick together for better or worse. 
But as the U.S. economy started 
to rebound, so did the divorce 
rate.

Divorces plunged when the re-
cession struck and slowly started 
to rise as the recovery began, ac-
cording to a study to be published 
in Population Research and Poli-
cy Review.

From 2009 to 2011, about 
150,000 fewer divorces occurred 
than would otherwise have been 
expected, University of Mary-
land sociologist Philip N. Cohen 
estimated. Across the country, 
the divorce rate among married 
women dropped from 2.09 per-
cent to 1.95 percent from 2008 to 
2009, then crept back up to 1.98 
percent in both 2010 and 2011.

The National Marriage Proj-
ect earlier dubbed the drop in 
divorce as “a silver lining” to the 
Great Recession, arguing that 

tough times were pulling many 
husbands and wives closer togeth-
er. But some couples may have 
simply put off divorce until they 
could afford to part, researchers 
say. The economic uptick may 
have finally given them the free-
dom to split.

“This is exactly what happened 
in the 1930s,” said Johns Hop-
kins University sociologist An-
drew Cherlin. “The divorce rate 
dropped during the Great De-
pression not because people were 
happier with their marriages, but 
because they couldn’t afford to 
get divorced.”

Cohen cautioned that the exact 
reasons behind the economic ebb 
and flow of divorce were still 
murky. His study found that un-
employment, state by state, had no 
apparent effect on divorce rates; 
other research examining earlier 
periods has found the opposite. 

Cohen did find that joblessness 
seemed to cut down divorce for 
college graduates — but statewide 
foreclosures pushed up divorce 

rates for the same group. More 
research is needed to understand 
why, he wrote.

“There still is a mystery,” Pew 
Research Center senior writer 
D’Vera Cohn wrote in an email 
to the Los Angeles Times. “It is 
enormously tempting to say that 
bad economic times made that 
happen, but this new paper con-
cludes that the jury is still out.”

Whatever its roots, the phenom-
enon might seem puzzling in light 
of other research. Marriages end 
more often among Americans 
with less education and less in-
come, other studies have shown. 
If money troubles put strain on 
marriages, why would couples 
break up more often when the 
economy is on the upswing?

Cherlin said downturns seemed 
to affect divorce timing, not 
whether couples divorced at all. 
While economic woes might sway 
a couple to put off divorce during 
a recession, spouses might not 
bother waiting if they don’t see 
their financial problems as tem-

porary, he said.
 Divorce lawyers say that in 

some cases, even divorced or 
soon-to-be-divorced couples 
have kept sharing a home to save 
money.

“They get to the point where 
they just can’t handle it anymore 
and file for divorce,” said Kendall 
L. Evans, a family law attorney 
based in Long Beach, Calif. “But 
that doesn’t mean they can afford 
to set up a separate household.” 

Study: Divorce up as economy rises



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM               PAGE 19Thursday, January 30, 2014

Transportation 944 Transportation 944

Dental 902

Financial Services 904Dental 902

Attorneys 178 Transportation 944



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 20      F3HIJKLM Thursday, January 30, 2014



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM               PAGE 21Thursday, January 30, 2014

VW, Tires on Rims Golf etc.,
1999 $50.00 4 Continental
185-60-14 tires on VW rims.
Should fit any 14 inch VW. Call:
0171-473-9782

VW, Golf GTI, 2007 $7000.00
With SMG transission sunroof
Xenon headlight 4 door US
s p e c . 0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5  o r
c a r 1 2 3 @ t - o n l i n e . d e
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Pirelli, Winter Tires Size on
Rims 175.65r15, 2011 $200.00
Pirelli Winter Tires with M&S
mark, meet German require-
ments for wintery weather. Size
175.65r15, Please pick up in
F r a n k f u r t  N o r d e n d
0151-43457884

PCS SALE PCS Sale: Dyson
DC32 220v Animal Pro Vacumn
Cleaner $250. Centigrade Hot &
Cold Auto-Refrigerator $100.
Black & Decker Stud Finder and
Level - $50. Old 2000 Watt
Transformer - $20. Call Steve at
0444-462-803 after 1800.
+39-0444-462-803

Toyota, Tacoma,  2007
$19000.00 V6, 4WD, 4 door,
Automatic. TRD Offroad, SR5
and Towing Packages. Power
Windows & locks, Cruise Con-
trol, Roof Rack. Silver Exterior,
Gray Interior. One owner. Runs
Great. Very Good Condition
inside and out. Only 45,000
miles. Suggested NADA value
$23,775. In Ansbach. Call Eric
015164514574

Nissan, Qashqai, 2013
$24000.00 German Spec Simi-
lar to US Model Nissan Rogue -
Perl White - Manual Transmis-
sion - Onboard Navigation Sys-
tem - Radio,CD,USB Connect
link MP3 - Blue-Tooth Audio
stream - Panorama glass elec-
tric sunroof - Air Conditioning -
Heated Seats - Rear back-up
camera - Summer and Winter
tires included 0611 705 7207

Automotive 140

Trailer Hitch Receiver Lock,
Fits All Receivers 51⁄3" and 11⁄4"
Pins, 0000 $12.00 Secure your
trailer with this lockable trailer
hitch pin...comes with 51⁄3" and
11⁄4" pins and two keys for the
bui l t  in  lock.  Perfect
condition..used one time. Loca-
ted at  Ramste in AB.
0 1 7 5 - 2 5 1 - 6 9 5 7
redleg89@me.com

BMW X 5 xDrive48 i, Combili-
mousine, 2008 $30000.00
Space grey metallic, leather int.
Nevada black Light alloy wheels
winter tires + summer tires new
Adapt. drive,Rem. control aux.
heating syst., Act. Steering,
Increased trailer load, Hitch,-
Sport pkg., Roof railing, Panor.
glass roof, In- and exterior
mirrors, Act. Seat Aircondition,
Comfort seats, Lumbar support
front, Seat heat front and rear,
Headl. wash syst., Park dist.
control., Rainsensor w. auto
headl., Adaptive curvelights,
BMW Teleservice - TV - DVD
Prof., Xenon lights etc.
0172-6254061 christineglee@a
ol.com

Misc 220V Items $200.00 220
power strips, ext cords, various
adapters & transformers, 2ea
crock-pots, toaster, coffee &
espresso maker, sandwich mak-
er, upright vacum, iron, 2ea
heaters, 2ea fans -- make offer
for all or just what you need. 152
59545957 LS@fullmessage.org

Men's Tuxedo $250.00 ZARA
Wool Blend Formal Tuxedo,
Made in Spain, includes vest
shirt and tie, Europe Size 54,
Call Steve at 0444-462-803 after
1800 +39-0444-462-803

Toyota, Tacoma,  2007
$19000.00 4WD, 4 door. TRD
Offroad, SR5 and Towing Pack-
ages. Pwr Windows & locks,
Cruise, Roof Rack. Silver Exteri-
or, Gray Interior. One owner.
Runs Great. Only 45,000 miles!
Very Good Condition. Sugges-
ted NADA value $23,000. Ask-
ing $19,000. In Ansbach. Call
Eric 015164514574

Nissan, Qashqai,  2013
$24000.00 German Spec Simi-
lar to US Model Nissan Rogue -
Perl White - Manual Transmis-
sion - Onboard Navigation Sys-
tem - Radio CD & USB Connect
link MP3 - Blue-Tooth Audio
stream - Panorama glass elec-
tric sunroof - Air Conditioning -
Heated Seats - Rear back-up
camera - Summer and Winter
tires included 0611 705 7207

Volvo, XC70, 2004 $11750.00,
Cross Country AWD wagon 2.5L
Euro Spec kW & PS 154 209
Asking DAT.de book value of
8,500 Euro OBO.US KBB does
N O T  a p p l y .  1 3 9 , 0 0 0
km.Excellent car PCSd MUST
sell now. USAREUR plated. 2nd
owner. Non-smoker. ABS, AC,
Airbags, Alloy Wheels, AT, 6 CD
Xchanger, Ctrl dr locks, Cruise,
ESP, Fog lights, Wtr pkg,
On-board computer, PS, PW,
PWR sunroof, PWR mirrors,
Side airbags,Rear Wndw dfgr, 4
Wtr tires on rims, Xenon lghts.
Armand 0160-163-5519 arman
d _ l e p a g e @ y a h o o . c o m
RickCady@gmail.com Car is
parked in Wiesbaden resale car
lo t  by bowl ing a l ley.
01701282228

BMW (color black), 328 XI, 2011
$25000.00 Built and delivered in
August of 2011, includes navi-
gation system, heated front
seats, automatic windows, cd
player standard, IPOD converter
cable, recently registered and
passed inspection 01774563161
markanthony8332@aol.com

The Knights of Columbus The
Knights of Columbus Timothy J.
Maude Council #10292 will hold
a Basketball Free Throw Com-
petition on 9 February 2014 at
the Wiesbaden High School
Gym on Hainerberg at 1200
hours. The Competition is for
boys and girls aged 10-14 years
old and is open to all ID card
holders as well as non-ID card
holders. So come on out and
enjoy some round-ball fun!!!
joseph.e.cleboski.civmail.mil

CTC CLATRONIC AIR CONDI-
TIONERS $300.00 We have two
air conditioners for sale. 220v,
230 V50 Hz. Large and very
cold. Paid $500 new. Used one
season. Comes with exhaust
hose, window vent set-up and
manual. $300 each. No re-
motes. email for more info.
erdberre1128@yahoo.com

Volvo, S60T5, 2012 $25000.00
Absolutly full loaded leather
sunroof visuall mirrows rear
camera navi 01728616505
sreinhold@freenet.de

Men's Suits $250.00 Brand New
Alexander 2-piece Suits, all
Wool Blend - $100 each or $250
for all three. - All 40 Regular 1)
D-Breasted 3 button Dark Blue
2) D-Breasted 3 button Black 3)
S-Breast 2 button Grey Pin-
Stripe - Call Steve at
0444-462-803 after 1800
+39-0444-462-803

Toyota, Tacoma,  2002
$8500.00 Great condition and
runs like new. The timing belt
was replaced in 2011 and has
never been in an accident. Two
wheel drive, power windows
locks & side mirrors, Rhino bed
lining, and tool box. Any further
questions please call at
015152519598.

Volkwagen, Golf, 2001
$3500.00 VW Golf in good
condition. Easy to drive and
m e c h a n i c a l l y  s o u n d .
0162296-0264

Trucks 174
Mercedes Ski & Snowboard
Rack, GL ML GLK CE CLA CLS
Classes, 0000 $220.00 Genuine
Mercedes Benz Ski & Snow-
board Rack. BRAND NEW--
NEVER OPENED or USED.
Holds up to 6 pairs of skis or up
to 4 snowboards and is lockable
(comes with keys). Mercedes
Benz Part Number A 000 890 03
93. If you are a skier, the
season is here, what are you
waiting for?! I bought this and
ended up not buying the ML350
I was looking to buy....my loss,
your gain. Dealer price is
$273..save 20% on a BRAND
NEW Mercedes Benz Ski &
Snowboard Rack...$220. Loca-
ted at  Ramste in AB.
0 1 7 5 - 2 5 1 - 6 9 5 7

redleg89@me.com

SAHS Reunion! Are you a Seoul
American High School (SAHS)
Alumni or former SAHS Teach-
er? The SAHS Class of 1984 is
hosting their 30 year reunion in
Austin, Texas 18-19 July 2014.
This is an all years reunion, all
SAHS alumni are encouraged to
attend! for info email
jim_and_cv@yahoo.com

Men's Silk Ties $5.00 Men's
Silk Ties, over a 100 to choose
from. Five Dollars Each or 20
each for $50. Also, Tie Holder,
Battery Operated fits on your
closet rod - $20. Call Steve at
+39-0444-462-803

Volkswagen, Golf GTI, 2012
$20000.00 4 door sunroof black
very good cond. US spec. very
f a s t .  0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Mini, Cooper S, 2011
$17000.00 17,000 miles US-
spec, Manual, 6-spd, 4-Cyl,
Turbo, 1.6 Liter, Summer and
brand-new winter tires, Horizon
Blue exterior, Carbon Black
interior, Convenience Pkg Sport
Pkg, AC, Keyless Entry & Start,
Dual Front, Side Air Bags,
Panorama Glass Roof, Hill Start
Assist Control, Traction Control,
Dynamic Stability Control, ABS
(4-Wheel), Tilt & Telescoping
Wheel, AM FM CD & MP3 with
Harman & Kardon Sound Sys-
tem, Bluetooth and Sirius Equip-
ped. Home shipping through
Pentagon Car Sales also
included! 0151-43457884

King Poster Bed $1500.00
Dark wood finish,king sized
poster bed in great condition
Purchased in Belgium a few
years ago, it's top quality, the
posts are solid (not hollow
forms). Mattress, box spring and
all hardware included. For $80
I'll deliver anywhere within the
K-town area. Price is negotiable
email, call with offer and ques-
tions. 152 59545957 LS@full-
message.org

Harley-Davidson, Sportster,
2002 $7500.00 Excellent condi-
tion, garage stored, This is a
great running bike and ready to
go:only selling because I'm
retiring. Bike is paid for and
located in Schweinfurt. Tele.
01714570402 3143546332 geo
rge.ohl@t-online.de

Men's Blue Blazer $100.00
J-Crew Blue Blazer, 42 Regular,
3 button S-Breast $100. call
Steve at 0444-462-803 after
1800

BMW, 535i, 2011 $40500.00
Space-grey metallic exterior with
Black on Black Interior upgraded
leather. Plus extra winter wheels
and tires, plus winter accesso-
ries. Car and or winter accesso-
ries can be sold separately and
are all negotiable Very, very
nice car! A must see. Test drive
available. Some options include:
Heads up display, Upgraded
Leather, upgraded seats, Premi-
um and cold weather package.
back-up camera and parking
assist. Heated seats and steer-
ing wheel. Non-smoker, garage
kept, dealer maintained
+491604407303 kristiannoe@y
ahoo.com

Motorcycles 164 Clothing 320

Jeep, Unlimited Sahara, 2012
$30000.00 Remote start, 3
piece hard top, all weather
custom fitted mats, looks brand
new inside and out. Will PCS in
a few weeks and ship if not sold
in 2 weeks! Well below blue
book value- our loss is your
gain! 019730412221

Exercise Bike $273.00 This is a
Exercise Bike one year old Like
New. Great bike to use in front
of the TV has many levels A
great workout with this machine.
015227269001 jkpm1me.com

Toyota, Tacoma,  2007
$19000.00 V6, 4WD, 4 door.
TRD Offroad, SR5 and Towing
Packages. Power Windows
ocks, Cruise Control, Roof
Rack. Silver Exterior, Gray
Interior. One owner. Runs
Great. Very Good Condition
inside and out. Only 45,000
miles. Suggested NADA value
$23,775. In Ansbach. Call Eric
015164514574

Mercedes Benz Roof Rack
(Cross Bar) Storage Bag,
ML350, 2012 $35.00 Mercedes
Benz durable nylon bags for
storing and transporting the
Mercedes Benz Basic Roof
Rack Carrier (Cross Bars). (I
also have the Roof Rack Carrier
(Cross Bars for 2012 and later
ML350) for sale in another add.)
You will pay $45 at the MB
Dealer. Keep your cross bars
looking like new. This is a
Genuine Mercedes Benz acces-
sory BRAND NEW, Box NEVER
OPENED, Mercedes Part Num-
ber B 67 81 2124. Located at
Ramstein AB. 0175-251-6957
redleg89@me.com

FREE TOUR to the oldest
coffee roaster in Europe Regis-
ter on Facebook Barbera Italian
Coffee under Events! Barbera
Italian Coffee of America is
sponsoring this tour with HQ
Barbera since 1870, a six
generations family business. Lo-
cation: Zona Industriale
Trentola-Ducenta (Via Larga),
Caserta, Italy Date: Feb 17 at
1000 (special guest: AFN).
Duration: 2 hrs Register for
newsletters and prizes at Email
MarketingBarbera-coffee.com
3452250047

Mercedes Benz, C200 CDI,
2007 $10000.00 Excellent Con-
dition (recently serviced and
inspected) Diesel Navigation
Fuel Economy: 800 km hyw;
650km City +32476515910
smd_1966@yahoo.com

Automotive 140

Find The Magic Formula in
Germany $3.99 A short guide to
the cultural differences in the
Oberpfalz, Bavaria, Germany
and places to go in the region to
explore the cultural more fully.
The author spend ten years in
the Grafenwoehr area learning
the local culture and shares a
monthly guide of things to do.
rayetravel@yahoo.com

Jeep, Patriot Sport, 2012
$12500.00 GREAT Gas mile-
age, Only 17,000 miles on her.
She took on nature (a small
deer)and won. So she has a
repaired bumper. Im wanting to
get a $12,500 rehoming fee.
Great family vehicle at a great
price! Act Fast! Private sale.
01743578807 melissarmccrear
y@yahoo.com

ELECO SLOT MACHINE
$250.00 Eleco Japanese slot
machine with in-video monitor
for xtra games. Works well.
Comes with 200+ tokens and 2
cabinet keys. This is 110v. Can
be used with transformer. asking
$250. email for more info:
erdberre1128@yahoo.com

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

BMW, 5351, 2011 $40000.00
Space-grey metallic exterior with
Black on Black Interior upgraded
leather. Plus extra winter wheels
and tires, plus winter accesso-
ries. Car andr winter accesso-
ries can be sold separately and
are all negotiable Very, very
nice car! A must see.Test drive
available. Some options include:
Heads up display, Upgraded
Leather, upgraded seats, Peri-
mium and cold weather pack-
age. back-up camera and park-
ing assist. Heated seats and
steering wheel. Non-smoker,
garage kept, dealer maintained.
+491604407303
kristiannoe@yahoo.com

Books 250

Jeep, Liberty Sport, 2006
$11000.00 EU spec, second
owner, low mileage, black, V6,
power windows, AC, single CD
Player, slide panel sun roof, all
season tires 0611 705 7207

Toyota, Sienna XLE, 2000
$3200.00 PCS SALE!!! Best
Offer takes it. Engine: 6-Cyl
3.0L, Automatic Transmission,
Mileage: 164K, U.S. Specs, 4
Brand New TIRES! Front Wheel
Drive, Cruise Control, AC, Moon
Roof, Tilt Wheel, Leather Seats,
Power Steering, Power Win-
dows & Seat, AM FM Stereo & 6
CD Changer, ABS, Tow Pack-
age, Roof Rack, Alloy Wheels,
Dual Air Bags, Kelly Blue Book
value $4,398. rob.mackson@ho
tmail.com

GRACO Baby Swing USED
$55.00 6 speeds, detachable
chair, music. 015253-448204
Smithlissette@hotmail.com

Couch & Love Seat $200.00
Brown couch, love-seat and
ottoman - $200 obo. Light tan
couch, love-seat and footstool -
$200 obo. Both sets in good
condition. I can deliver (K-town
area) for an additional $50.00
per set. 152 59545957 LS@full-
message.org

FISHER PRICE Potty Trainer
$8.00 Learn to Flush, Potty
Trainer 015253-448204

FREE TOUR Capodimonte Ital-
ian Porcelain studio Exquisite
craftsmanship admired in all
corners of the world, now
available for you to see, touch,
photograph, buy (credit cards
accepted) and even learn how
to do it (separate classes). This
tour is FREE for US, NATO
members and their dependents
(ID required). Making the visit
list for Feb 1 at 10 AM. Duration
of the tour: ~1 hr Location:
Napoli (Calvizzano) Children
over 12 yrs are welcome under
the strict supervision of adults.
Photographs are encouraged.
Con tac t@EasyF igu re . com
3452250047

BMW, 335I Convertible, 2007
$15500.00 US Spec, fully loa-
ded, silver metallic, grey leather,
automatic transmission, premi-
um pkg, sports pkg, and cold
weather pkg, navi, heated seats,
summer tires & rims, winter tires
& rims, wind deflector, free bmw
shipping, plus many etcs., 114k
autobahn miles. BMW Main-
tained and all records $15,500,
Contact: Gary at Cell
0 1 6 2 2 6 6 1 1 5 2 ,
gboyers@t-online.de

Subaru, Impreza WRX Sport
Wagon, 2003 $7800.00 Black,
US specs, AWD, 227hp Turbo,
Original owner. New all season
tires. Recently passed Belgium
inspection. View & test drive in
B r u s s e l s .
kjmcgee@hotmail.com

Events 041

couches,  beds,  table,
rugs...SELL SELL SELL
$200.00 many, many items for
sale...moving..for more pics..-
stuttgart airport area email me at
acmech67@hotmail.com

FISHER PRICE Jumperoo
USED $55.00 Jungle theme
Jumperoo, like new, lights and
music. Call if interested for pics.
015253-448204

MINI, Cooper JCW (John Coop-
er Works), 2010 $23500.00
White with black rally stripes.
Interior: black leather w white
piping. Immaculate performance
car with all the bells and
whistles--sport car handling,
high-performance yet fuel effi-
cient engine. 1.6L turbo engine
208 hp, 6-speed, nav (US &
Europe maps), heated seats,
sunroof, prem. sound with sub,
backup cam, roof rack, 2 sets of
seasonal mounted run-flat tires
on alloy rims incl. NA spec.
Incredibly fun to drive; tops at
140+ mph perfect for Autobahn
road trips. Priced $1700 below
blue book
dalesmith71@hotmail.com

Furniture 510
Ford, Mustang GT Premium,
2010 $19000.00 Ex Cond! Sun-
set Gold color, 4.6 liter motor
with 315 HP & 325 Tq. Auto
trans, power everything, Heath-
ed blk leather seats, Multi disc
stereo, with SYNC system, USB
and bluetooth inputs. AC, fog-
lights, ABS, Trac Control. Roush
cold air intake. Car looks and
runs like new! Only selling to
finance another motorcycle.
KBB private party value is
$22,269 and I'm asking $19,000.
Car is located just south of
Munich, but I'm willing to drive to
make a deal. Thanks for looking.
0160 8496794
speederboy@hotmail.com

Honda, Jazz Eleganze, 2010
$10000.00 Honda iSHIFT, 4
Door, White, AM-FM-CD, Robot-
ic Automatic, Less than 8,000
Miles. Contact Steve by calling
after 1800 +39-0444-462-803
rustybranco@gmail.com

BMW, 318i, 1999 $4200.00 For
sale is a clean and dependable
German Spec 3 Series BMW. It
has been well maintained by my
mechanic in Steinach (will refer)
and passes inspection without a
hitch.The winter tires are brand
new and come with a summer
set as well. Miles are low for the
year at 142,000, I bought the car
from another American and
have owned it for a year and
now want something larger.
Please call or text to set up an
a p p o i n t m e n t .  B r e n t
015126799067 prazakbrent@
GMAIL.COM

Croozer stroller, Bike trailer,
Jogging stroller $350.00 Very
good condition with all parts and
accessories to convert to the
bike trailer, Jogging stroller
(pictured) and the regular strol-
ler. Easy to convert between
options. Has a large storage
area in the back and both
screen and clear tops. Easily
collapses down for ease of
transport. Cost 449 euro new.
Asking $350 OBO. Call or text
Eric 015164514574

Autos for Sale
- Italy 144

All Leather Computer & Carry-
On Suitcase $75.00 Brookstone
Leather Laptop Case and
Carry-On. Made for carrying
Laptop, Cables, etc. plus a shirt,
tie, toiletries, etc. Priced to sell
at $75. Call Steve at
0444-462-803 after 1800
+39-0444-462-803

Renault, Grand Scenic Luxe
Energy DCI 130 Start & Stop
Eco2, 2012 $26000.00 Europe-
an Spec Renault Grand Scenic
Luxe Energy DCI 130 Start &
Stop Eco2. June 2012, 48.000
km. Diesel, fully loaded, trailor
hitch, Dog gate, Navigation,
Bi-Xenon Lights, Bose Sound
System, USB, Phone Set up via
Blue Tooth, Leather. Interior, 3
full seets in the back row,
Storage under the seats. Want-
ing to sell to American so we
dont have to deal with Customs.
New Price was ¬26.890 or
$36.000 asking $ 26.000 or
19.000, 01525-3887556 mylittle
luki@yahoo.com

Ford, Mustang, 2013 Update
your mustang with Salvaged
2013 Shelby GT500 parts: SVT
performance package 6 speed
transmission package (all parts),
performance differential with HP
adjustable shocks, springs and
stabilizer, complete exhaust, 19
(2) and 20 (2) inch wheels.
Composit drive shaft, 15 hubert
.h.hill.civ@mail.mil

Baby Rainforest Playmat USED
$15.00 Rainforest Baby Playmat
like new. 015253-448204

Computers 360

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Baby Items 200
Ford, Focus S, 2010 $7900.00
Very clean condition; selling due
to upcoming PCS; very well-kept
& maintained; very reliable.
01622342276
Tnblair2002@yahoo.com

Porsche, 911 Convertable,
1999 $18100.00 US Specs.
Perfect running order, has hard
top which can easily be attach-
ed. Price is bluebook value. I
purchased the windprotector
which I'll throw in for free. Want
to sell due to possible relocation
0 1 5 1 1 5 2 8 5 9 4 7
jezek301@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Opel, Astra, 1992 $1500.00,
Opel Astra wagon, one owner
well maintained, new all weather
tires. Automatic and passed
inspection on 10 January. Excel-
lent car with all papers.
0 1 7 9 9 1 5 7 8 8 2
schroe19k@yahoo.com

Fiat, Punto, 2001 $2200.00
This is the two-seater hatchback
version. Tons of room for
transporting light loads. Well
maintained, 169000 km on this
diesel engine, and averages
great MPG. New timing belt and
brakes. Passed post inspection
on Dec 2013 and good until next
registration renewal. Ready for
transfer without a hassle. email:
sandwichlinux@yahoo.com

Volvo, XC 90 - Ocean Race
Edition, 2006 $15555.00 Special
Ocean-Race Edition, Euro
Specs, 2.4 L D5 Diesel engine
with 185 HP, great on gas!
Heated leatherseats, manual
transmission, Volvo high per-

formance sound radio
d-system with built in car phone
(x-tra SIM-card required!).
Multi-function steering wheel,
navigation system, bi-xenon
headlights, fog-lights, park-dista
nce-control, trip-computer, 2-
zone AC, cruise control, AWD,
summer tires on 18" alu-rims +
extra winter tires on 17" alu-
rims. Last service in Aug 2012.
Great family car! +49 (0)170
2429490 kris@unleashthesky.c
om

Trade my baseball cards for
your CocaCola items. Former
EUCOM & USAFE member now
at MacDill AFB FL wants
CocaCola glass bottles and
aluminum cans from foreign
countries for my collection. Will
trade $5 Beckett value in
baseball cards for each glass
bottle and $2 Beckett value for
each can. Looking for other
CocaCola items as well, espe-
cially Sochi Olympics. Please
email me for details: llovell@ta
mpabay.rr.com

Winter Tires, Winter Tires, 2012
$650.00 Winter Tires for sale.
175 - 65R15 with rims and
sensors added. paid over $900
with VAT. Selling for $650. Used
only 3 months, Like new. 49
015141434114
kellenamiller@yahoo.com

Toyota, Tacoma,  2007
$19000.00 V6, 4WD, 4 door,
Automatic. TRD Offroad, SR5
and Towing Packages. Power
Windows & locks, Cruise Con-
trol, Roof Rack, Sliding Rear
window, Fog lights. Silver Exteri-
or, Gray Interior. One owner.
Runs Great. Very Good Condi-
tion inside and out. Only 45,000
miles. Suggested NADA value
$23,775. In Ansbach. Call Eric
015164514574. More Pics avail-
able upon request
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The Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — Michigan 
State had every reason to fold.

The seventh-ranked Spartans 
were coming off a draining loss 
to rival Michigan and again were 
down two starters to surging Iowa 
— which was hosting its biggest 
game in years.

Michigan State responded with 
the toughness it has shown so 
often under coach Tom Izzo and 
emerged from Iowa City with a 
season-defining win.

Keith Appling scored 16 points 
and the Spartans outlasted No. 
15 Iowa 71-69 in overtime Tues-
day night, handing the Hawkeyes 
their first home loss.

“I was concerned coming in 
whether we could get back up off 
the can. Not physically, we were 
going to be beat up. I was worried 
about mentally,” said Izzo, whose 
team fell to the Wolverines 80-75 
on Saturday. “We didn’t have time 
to be tired.”

Matt Costello had 11 points 
and 12 rebounds for the Spar-
tans (19-2, 8-1 Big Ten), who 
avoided consecutive defeats de-
spite the absence of injured start-
ers Adreian Payne and Branden 
Dawson.

But it took 5 extra minutes 
— and an Iowa shooting drought 
that lasted nearly 15 minutes — to 
pull it off.

Costello’s tip-in with 1:14 left 
gave Michigan State a 67-64 lead, 
and Russell Byrd’s 3 with 34 sec-
onds put Michigan State up by 
six.

Iowa still had a chance to force 
a second overtime, but Mike Ge-
sell missed a driving layup at the 
buzzer.

Devyn Marble had 21 points for 
Iowa (16-5, 5-3), including a layup 
with six seconds left in overtime 
that snapped the Hawkeyes’ streak 
of 14:50 without a field goal.

“I just didn’t think we were 
tough enough. We weren’t tough 
at all,” Iowa coach Fran Mc-
Caffery said. “I think they were 
being nice.”

The Hawkeyes boast one of the 
nation’s deepest benches, and 
they kept threatening to run away 
from the undermanned Spartans 
early in the second half.

Michigan State wouldn’t let it 
happen.

The tough-minded Spartans 
had an answer for nearly every 
basket that could have swung the 
momentum back in Iowa’s favor.

Iowa led 57-51 with 5:58 left, 
and its crowd began to sense 
the win. But Appling — with his 
shooting wrist heavily taped — 
hit a 3, and a layup and dunk by 
Costello made it 58-57 Spartans.

“We have guys that want to 
win,” Appling said. “I feel like 

this win speaks volumes of the 
character of our team. We have 
a lot of guys that are able to dig 
down and compete. And at the 
end of the day I feel like that’s 
what gave us the victory.”

The Hawkeyes had a chance 
to win in regulation, but Marble 
missed a runner just before the 
buzzer.

That was a theme that doomed 
the Hawkeyes.

Aaron White had 10 points for 
Iowa, which lost despite hitting 19 
more free throws than Michigan 
State.

“I felt like we were moving 
the ball well. We had some re-
ally good looks at it and just didn’t 
make any,” McCaffery said.

 No. 4 Wichita St. 57, Loyola 
(Chi.) 45: Cleanthony Early 
scored 23 points, including 12 of 
the 21 Wichita State scored in the 

second half, to help the fourth-
ranked Shockers (22-0, 9-0 Mis-
souri Valley Conference) stay
unbeaten with a win over visiting
Loyola of Chicago (8-13, 3-6).

Wichita State saw a 22-point
second-half lead trimmed to nine
in the game’s final minutes but
hung on to extend school records 
for winning streak and start to a
season. The Shockers shot 23 per-
cent (6 of 26) in the second half. 

LSU 87, No. 11 Kentucky 
82:  Johnny O’Bryant III had 29
points and nine rebounds as host
LSU (13-6, 4-3 SEC) led wire-to-
wire to beat Kentucky (15-5, 5-2).

Jordan Mickey scored 14 points 
and blocked five shots for LSU,
which blocked 11 shots and helped 
force 13 Kentucky turnovers. 

No. 20 Creighton 63, St. 
John’s 60: Doug McDermott hit
a 25-footer with 2.5 seconds left
to finish with a season-high 39
points for host Creighton (18-3,
8-1), which squandered all of an 
18-point lead.

The Red Storm (12-9, 2-6) had
just tied the game on Rysheed
Jordan’s two free throws before
McDermott took a pass from Ja-
henns Manigat on the left wing 
and got off his winning shot as
Chris Obekpa tried to get a hand 
in his face. Phil Greene IV’s des-
peration three-point try at the
buzzer didn’t even touch the net. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Michigan St. rebounds from loss, tops Iowa in OT
AP Top 25 roundup

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP 

Michigan State guard Denzel Valentine, center, drives to the basket 
between Iowa’s Mike Gesell, left, and Zach McCabe during the first 
half of Tuesday’s Big Ten conference game in Iowa City, Iowa.
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Men’s AP Top 25 fared
Tuesday

1. Arizona (20-0) did not play. Next: at 
Stanford, Wednesday.

2. Syracuse (19-0) did not play. Next: 
at Wake Forest, Wednesday.

3. Florida (17-2) did not play. Next: at 
Mississippi State, Thursday.

4. Wichita State (22-0) beat Loyola of 
Chicago 57-45. Next: vs. Evansville, Sat-
urday.

5. San Diego State (18-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Colorado State, Saturday.

6. Kansas (15-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 16 Iowa State, Wednesday.

7. Michigan State (19-2) beat No. 15 
Iowa 71-69, OT. Next: vs. Georgetown, 
Saturday.

8. Oklahoma State (16-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Baylor, Saturday.

9. Villanova (18-2) did not play. Next: 
at Temple, Saturday.

10. Michigan (15-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Purdue, Thursday.

11. Kentucky (15-5) lost to LSU 87-82. 
Next: at Missouri, Saturday.

12. Louisville (17-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 13 Cincinnati, Thursday.

13. Cincinnati (19-2) did not play. Next: 
at No. 12 Louisville, Thursday.

14. Wisconsin (17-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern, Wednesday.

15. Iowa (16-5) lost to No. 7 Michigan 
State 71-69, OT. Next: at Illinois, Satur-
day.

16. Iowa State (15-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 6 Kansas, Wednesday.

17. Duke (17-4) did not play. Next: at 
No. 2 Syracuse, Saturday.

18. Pittsburgh (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Virginia, Sunday.

19. Saint Louis (18-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Richmond, Wednesday.

20. Creighton (18-3) beat St. John’s 63-
60. Next: vs. DePaul, Friday, Feb. 7.

21. UMass (17-2) did not play. Next: at 
St. Bonaventure, Wednesday.

22. Memphis (15-4) did not play. Next: 
at UCF, Wednesday.

23. Oklahoma (17-4) did not play. Next: 
at No. 16 Iowa State, Saturday.

24. Ohio State (16-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Penn State, Wednesday.

25. Texas (16-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 6 Kansas, Saturday. 

Tuesday’s men’s scores
EAST

Assumption 74, Pace 69
Caldwell 76, Nyack 67
Hobart 82, Union (NY) 64
LeMoyne 68, Stonehill 65
New Haven 59, S. New Hampshire 57
Post (Conn.) 71, Dominican (NY) 70
S. Connecticut 88, Merrimack 76
St. Michael’s 66, American Interna-

tional 63
Washington (Md.) 73, Swarthmore 68
Williams 75, Castleton St. 62
Wilmington (Del.) 58, Chestnut Hill 51

SOUTH
Alice Lloyd 105, Brescia 92
Freed-Hardeman 114, Fisk 73
High Point 81, Presbyterian 74
LSU 87, Kentucky 82
South Florida 78, SMU 71
VMI 109, UNC Asheville 105
Virginia Union at Elizabeth City St., 

ppd.
Xavier (NO) at Belhaven, ppd.

MIDWEST
Carroll (Wis.) 84, Lawrence 78
Cleveland St. 82, E. Illinois 68
Creighton 63, St. John’s 60
Kansas St. 66, Texas Tech 58
Marian (Wis.) 69, Wis. Lutheran 58
Michigan St. 71, Iowa 69, OT
Ripon 76, Beloit 71
Virginia 68, Notre Dame 53
Wichita St. 57, Loyola of Chicago 45

SOUTHWEST
Missouri 75, Arkansas 71
West Virginia 66, Baylor 64

FAR WEST
New Mexico 78, Utah St. 65 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared
Tuesday

1. UConn (22-0) beat Temple 93-56. 
Next: at Cincinnati, Saturday.

2. Notre Dame (19-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Virginia Tech, Thursday.

3. Duke (20-1) did not play. Next: at Mi-
ami, Thursday.

4. Stanford (19-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 21 California, Thursday.

5. Louisville (21-1) beat Rutgers 80-71. 
Next: vs. South Florida, Sunday.

6. North Carolina (17-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Syracuse, Thursday.

7. South Carolina (18-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi, Thursday.

8. Maryland (16-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 18 N.C. State, Thursday.

9. Baylor (16-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas Tech, Wednesday.

10. Tennessee (16-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Arkansas, Thursday.

11. Oklahoma State (17-2) did not play. 
Next: at TCU, Wednesday.

12. Penn State (15-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 19 Purdue, Thursday.

13. Kentucky (16-4) did not play. Next: 
at Georgia, Thursday.

14. LSU (16-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Mississippi State, Thursday.

15. Arizona State (17-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Oregon State, Friday.

16. Vanderbilt (16-4) did not play. Next: 
at Missouri, Thursday.

17. Texas A&M (16-5) did not play. 
Next: at Auburn, Thursday.

18. N.C. State (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 8 Maryland, Thursday.

19. Purdue (15-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 12 Penn State, Thursday.

20. West Virginia (17-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 24 Iowa State, Wednesday.

21. California (14-5) did not play. Next: 
at No. 4 Stanford, Thursday.

22. Gonzaga (18-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Santa Clara, Thursday.

23. Florida State (15-5) did not play. 
Next: at Wake Forest, Sunday.

24. Iowa State (15-4) did not play. Next: 
at No. 20 West Virginia, Wednesday.

25. Middle Tennessee (17-3) did not 
play. Next: at Tulsa, Saturday. 

Tuesday’s women’s scores
 EAST

Albany (NY) 65, UMBC 39
American International 67, St. Mi-

chael’s 60
Assumption 64, Pace 55
Caldwell 72, Nyack 62
Chestnut Hill 78, Wilmington (Del.) 63
Creighton 76, Seton Hall 73
Louisville 80, Rutgers 71
New Haven 62, S. New Hampshire 50
Norwich 70, Lyndon St. 55
Post (Conn.) 83, Dominican (NY) 79
S. Connecticut 72, Merrimack 62
Stonehill 65, LeMoyne 61
UConn 93, Temple 56
Union (NY) 83, William Smith 62

SOUTH
Asbury 60, Midway 57
E. Mennonite 82, Randolph-Macon 63
Virginia Union at Elizabeth City St., 

ppd.
MIDWEST

Butler 72, Providence 69
Carroll (Wis.) 67, Lawrence 32
North Central (Minn.) 59, Faith Baptist 

33
Ripon 67, Beloit 63
Texas 80, Kansas 55
Wis.-Superior 90, Northland 40

SOUTHWEST
SMU 66, Cincinnati 47 

Men’s World Cup slalom
Tuesday

At Schladming, Austria
1. Henrik Kristoffersen, Norway, 1 min-

ute, 47.43 seconds.
2. Marcel Hirscher, Austria, 1:47.61.
3. Felix Neureuther, Germany, 1:47.62.
4. Fritz Dopfer, Germany, 1:47.71.
5. Alexis Pinturault, France, 1:47.76.
6. Mattias Hargrin, Sweden, 1:48.38.
7. Manfred Moelgg, Italy, 1:48.99.
8. Markus Larsson, Sweden, 1:49.15.
9. Steve Missillier, France, 1:49.27.
10. Reinfried Herbst, Austria, 1:49.30.
11. Jean-Baptiste Grange, France, 

1:49.39.
12. Alexander Khoroshilov, Russia, 

1:49.69.
13. Giuliano Razzoli, Italy, 1:50.12.
14. Axel Baeck, Sweden, 1:50.13.
15. Leif Haugen, Norway, 1:50.14.
16. Benjamin Raich, Austria, 1:50.25.
17. Manfred Pranger, Austria, 1:50.29.
18. Cristian Deville, Italy, 1:50.49.
19. Anton Lahdenperae, Sweden, 

1:50.58.
20. Jonathan Nordbotten, Norway, 

1:50.80.
21. Ivica Kostelic, Croatia, 1:50.85.
22. David Chodounsky, United States, 

1:51.04.
23. Mitja Valencic, Slovenia, 1:51.16.
24. Akira Sasaki, Japan, 1:51.31.
25. Sebastian-Foss Solevaag, Norway, 

1:52.45.
26. Riccardo Tonetti, Italy, 1:53.49.
27. Colby Granstrom, United States, 

1:57.10.
World Cup Standings

After 7 of 10 races
1. Marcel Hirscher, Austria, 420 

points.
2. Felix Neureuther, Germany, 370.
3. Henrik Kristoffersen, Norway, 370.
4. Mattias Hargrin, Sweden, 313.
5. Patrick Thaler, Italy, 269.
6. Mario Matt, Austria, 250.
7. Andre Myhrer, Sweden, 218.
8. Jean-Baptiste Grange, France, 206.
9. Alexis Pinturault, France, 203.
10. Manfred Moelgg, Italy, 199.

Overall World Cup Standings
1. Aksel Svindal, Norway, 897 points.
2. Marcel Hirscher, Austria, 875.
3. Alexis Pinturault, France, 714.
4. Felix Neureuther, Germany, 551.
5. Ted Ligety, United States, 529.
6. Hannes Reichelt, Austria, 476.
7. Bode Miller, United States, 449.
8. Henrik Kristoffersen, Norway, 441.
9. Patrick Kueng, Switzerland, 398.
10. Adrien Theaux, France, 352. 

GDF Suez Open
Tuesday

At Stade Pierre de Coubertin
Paris

Purse: $710,000 (Premier)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Yvonne Meusburger, Austria, def. 
Anna-Lena Friedsam, Germany, 7-5, 6-1.

Karin Knapp, Italy, def. Lara Arruabar-
rena, Spain, 6-4, 6-1.

Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, def. 
Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, 6-3, 3-0, 
retired.

Alize Cornet, France, def. Magdalena 
Rybarikova, Slovakia, 6-3, 5-7, 6-2.

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Bo-
jana Jovanovski, Serbia, 6-2, 6-3.

Carla Suarez Navarro (7), Spain, def. 
Johanna Larsson, Sweden, 6-1, 6-4.

Doubles
First Round

Timea Babos, Hungary, and Kristina 
Mladenovic (4), France, def. Mona Bar-
thel, Germany, and Megan Moulton-Levy, 
United States, 5-7, 6-3, 10-5.

Monica Niculescu, Romania, and Klara 
Zakopalova, Czech Republic, def. Anas-
tasia Pavlyuchenkova and Nadia Petrova 
(2), Russia, 6-3, 6-3.

Alize Cornet and Caroline Garcia, 
France, def. Daniela Hantuchova, Slova-
kia, and Petra Kvitova, Czech Republic, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Pattaya Women’s Open
Tuesday

At Dusit Resort
Pattaya, Thailand

Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Sorana Cirstea (3), Romania, def. Anna 
Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 6-1, 6-3.

Ekaterina Makarova (4), Russia, def. 
Olga Savchuk, Ukraine, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4.

Elena Vesnina (5), Russia, def. Vania 
King, United States, 7-6 (6), 6-7 (5), 6-1.

Nicha Lertpitaksinchai, Thailand, def. 
Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-3.

Alexandra Dulgheru, Romania, def. 
Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 6-1, 6-7 (6), 
6-4.

Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, def. Ajla 
Tomljanovic, Croatia, 6-4, 7-5.

Vera Zvonareva, Russia, def. Peang-
tarn Plipuech, Thailand, 6-3, 6-2.

Julia Goerges, Germany, def. Luksika 
Kumkhum, Thailand, 6-4, 6-4.

Kimiko Date-Krumm, Japan, def. Garb-
ine Muguruza (6), Spain, 6-7 (2), 7-5, 7-6 
(6).

Tadeja Majeric, Slovenia, def. Hsieh 
Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-2, 7-6 (4).

Doubles
First Round

Andrea Hlavackova, Czech Republic, 
and Anabel Medina Garrigues (2), Spain, 
def. Darija Jurak, Croatia, and Andreja 
Klepac, Slovenia, 6-1, 6-3.  

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Agreed to

terms with 1B Carlos Pena and OF Bren-
nan Boesch on minor league contracts.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Agreed to terms 

with LHP Aroldis Chapman on a one-year
contract.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Agreed to
terms with INF Paul Janish on a minor
league contract.

National Baseball Hall of Fame
NBHOF — Named Jeffrey J. Jones se-

nior vice president of finance and ad-
ministration.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

PHOENIX SUNS — Signed F Leandro 
Barbosa for the remainder of the sea-
son.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS — Recalled G 
Glen Rice from Iowa (NBADL).

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed coach
Ron Rivera to a three-year contract ex-
tension through the 2017 season.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Demoted defen-
sive coordinator Monte Kiffin to assistant 
head coach/defense. Named Rod Mari-
nelli defensive coordinator and Scott 
Linehan passing game coordinator.

GREEN BAY PACKERS — Signed FB Ina 
Liaina.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed
WR Danny Coale to a reserve/future 
contract. Named James Saxon running 
backs coach.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Named Mike
Sullivan assistant offensive line coach.

Canadian Football League
EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Named Steve

McAdoo offensive coordinator, Craig 
Dickenson special teams coordinator,
Jarious Jackson quarterbacks-passing
game coordinator-player development, 
Jason Shivers defensive backs coach, Ed
Philion defensive line coach, Kez McCor-
vey receivers coach and Craig Davoren
offensive assistant coach.

HOCKEY
NHL PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION — An-

nounced the retirement of F Vaclav Pro-
spal.

National Hockey League
NHL — LW Vinny Prospal announced

his retirement.
DETROIT RED WINGS — Assigned G

Petr Mrazek to Grand Rapids (AHL). Re-
assigned G Jared Coreau from Grand
Rapids to Toledo (ECHL).

MONTREAL CANDIENS — Assigned F
Louis Leblanc to Hamilton (AHL).

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Recalled C 
Ryan Stoa from Hershey (AHL).

LACROSSE
National Lacrosse League

COLORADO MAMMOTH — Signed
F Casey Powell. Activated F Drew
Westervelt. Placed T Mat MacLeod on 
the injured reserve list and T Jackson 
Decker on the practice player list.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

CHIVAS USA — Named Paul Caffrey
first assistant to technical staff.

PORTLAND TIMBERS — Terminated 
the contract of D Mikael Silvestre.

North American Soccer League
NEW YORK COSMOS — Signed MF Pau-

lo Mendes to a contract extension.
COLLEGE

BOWLING GREEN — Named Nick Mon-
roe secondary coach, Sterlin Gilbert and
Matt Mattox co-offensive coordinators, 
Kim McCloud defensive coordinator, Tom
Kaufman special teams coordinator, Mike 
Lynch, Sean Lewis and Tom Freeman as-
sistant coaches, Sean Edinger director
of strength and conditioning and Roy 
Wittke director of football operations.

MIAMI — Named Tim Hart women’s 
assistant soccer coach.

NEBRASKA — Dismissed junior men’s
basketball G Deverell Biggs.

OHIO STATE — Signed athletic direc-
tor Gene Smith to a contract extension 
through June 2020 and gave him the ad-
ditional title of vice president.

SIENA — Promoted John D’Argenio to
vice president and director of athletics.

TROY — Named Jason Hamilton wom-
en’s soccer coach.

XAVIER — Suspended men’s freshman
basketball F Jalen Reynolds indefinitely. 

Boxing

Fight schedule
Jan. 31

At Richard J. Codey Arena, West Or-
ange, N.J., Jorge Diaz vs. Luis Rosa, 10, 
super bantamweights.

Feb. 1
At Monte Carlo, Roman Belaev vs.

Dean Byrne, 12, for the vacant WBA Con-
tinental welterweight title; Gennady Go-
lovkin vs. Osumanu Adama, 12, for Go-
lovkin’s WBA World middleweight title;
Max Bursak vs. Jarrod Fletcher, 12, for 
Bursak’s WBA Continental middleweight 
title; Ilunga Makabu vs. Ruben Angel 
Mino, 10, cruiserweights; Nkosinathi Joyi 
vs. Rey Loreto, 12, for the vacant IBO light
flyweight title.

Feb. 5
At Kaikou, China, Xiong Zhao Zhong 

vs. Oswaldo Novoa, 12, for Xiong’s WBC 
minimumweight title; Yang Xing Xin vs.
Sirimongkol Singwancha, for Yang’s WBC 
Asia Council Continental welterweight 
title; Qiu Xiao Jun vs. Jason Cooper, 10,
super bantamweights.

AP sportlight

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. 4
Indianapolis 45, Kansas City 44
New Orleans 26, Philadelphia 24

Sunday, Jan. 5
San Diego 27, Cincinnati 10
San Francisco 23, Green Bay 20

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 11

Seattle 23, New Orleans 15
New England 43, Indianpolis 22

Sunday, Jan. 12
San Francisco 23, Carolina 10
Denver 24, San Diego 17

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 19

Denver 26, New England 16
Seattle 23, San Francisco 17

Pro Bowl
Sunday, Jan. 26

At Honolulu
Team Rice 22, Team Sanders 21

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 2

At East Rutherford, N.J.
Denver vs. Seattle 

Super Bowl appearances
Dallas 8
Pittsburgh 8
Denver 7
New England 7
San Francisco 6
Green Bay 5
Miami 5
N.Y. Giants 5
Oakland-LA Raiders 5
Washington 5
Buffalo 4
Indianapolis-Baltimore 4
Minnesota 4
St. Louis-L.A. Rams 3
Baltimore 2
Chicago 2
Cincinnati 2
Kansas City 2
Philadelphia 2
Seattle 2
Arizona 1
Atlanta 1
Carolina 1
New Orleans 1
N.Y. Jets 1
San Diego 1
Tampa Bay 1
Tennessee 1
Cleveland 0
Detroit 0
Jacksonville 0
Houston 0 

Super Bowl coaches
Coaches who have been in the champi-

onship game with two different teams:
Don Shula — Baltimore (1968); Miami 

(1971-73, 1982, 1984)
Bill Parcells — N.Y. Giants (1986, 1990); 

New England (1996)
Dan Reeves — Denver (1986-87, 1989); 

Atlanta (1998)
Dick Vermeil — Philadelphia (1980); 

St. Louis (1999)
Mike Holmgren — Green Bay (1996-

97); Seattle (2005)
John Fox — Carolina (2003); Denver 

(2013) 

Super Bowl MVPs
  2013—Joe Flacco, QB, Baltimore
2012—Eli Manning, QB, N.Y. Giants
2011—Aaron Rodgers, QB, Green Bay
2010—Drew Brees, QB, New Orleans
2009—Santonio Holmes, WR, Pitts-

burgh
2008—Eli Manning, QB, N.Y. Giants
2007—Peyton Manning, QB, Indianap-

olis
2006—Hines Ward, WR, Pittsburgh
2005—Deion Branch, WR, New Eng-

land
2004—Tom Brady, QB, New England
2003—Dexter Jackson, FS, Tampa Bay
2002—Tom Brady, QB, New England
2001—Ray Lewis, LB, Baltimore
2000—Kurt Warner, QB, St. Louis
1999—John Elway, QB, Denver
1998—Terrell Davis, RB, Denver
1997—Desmond Howard, KR, Green 

Bay
1996—Larry Brown, CB, Dallas
1995—Steve Young, QB, San Francisco
1994—Emmitt Smith, RB, Dallas
1993—Troy Aikman, QB, Dallas
1992—Mark Rypien, QB, Washington
1991—Ottis Anderson, RB, N.Y. Giants
1990—Joe Montana, QB, San Fran-

cisco
1989—Jerry Rice, WR, San Francisco
1988—Doug Williams, QB, Washington
1987—Phil Simms, QB, N.Y. Giants
1986—Richard Dent, DE, Chicago
1985—Joe Montana, QB, San Fran-

cisco
1984—Marcus Allen, RB, L.A. Raiders
1983—John Riggins, RB, Washington
1982—Joe Montana, QB, San Fran-

cisco
1981—Jim Plunkett, QB, Oakland
1980—Terry Bradshaw, QB, Pittsburgh
1979—Terry Bradshaw, QB, Pittsburgh
1978—Randy White, DT and Harvey 

Martin, DE, Dallas
1977—Fred Biletnikoff, WR, Oakland
1976—Lynn Swann, WR, Pittsburgh
1975—Franco Harris, RB, Pittsburgh
1974—Larry Csonka, RB, Miami
1973—Jake Scott, S, Miami
1972—Roger Staubach, QB, Dallas
1971—Chuck Howley, LB, Dallas
1970—Len Dawson, QB, Kansas City
1969—Joe Namath, QB, N.Y. Jets
1968—Bart Starr, QB, Green Bay
1967—Bart Starr, QB, Green Bay

Jan. 30
1926 — The major league rules com-

mittee mandates that pitchers must 
have access to a rosin bag.

1971 — UCLA starts its 88-game win-
ning streak with a 74-61 win over UC 
Santa Barbara.

1983 — John Riggins rushes for a Su-
per Bowl-record 166 yards on 38 carries 
to spark the Washington Redskins to a 
come-from-behind, 27-17 victory over the 
Miami Dolphins. For Riggins, the game’s 
MVP, it’s his fourth consecutive 100-yard 
rushing game during the playoffs, also a 
record.

1992 — Jockey Mike Smith wins six 
races in one day at Aqueduct Racetrack 
for the second time in the month. His 
first six-winner day at Aqueduct was on 
Jan. 13.

1993 — Monica Seles beats Steffi Graf 
4-6, 6-3, 6-2 to capture her third straight 
Australian Open.

1994 — The Dallas Cowboys, behind 
MVP Emmitt Smith and safety James 
Washington, beat Buffalo 30-13 for their 
second straight NFL title while giving the 
Bills four straight Super Bowl losses.

1999 — Martina Hingis wins her fifth 
Grand Slam title and third-straight Aus-
tralian Open with a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
France’s Amelie Mauresmo.

2001 — Daron Rahlves wins the super 
giant slalom, the first American to cap-
ture the event at the world champion-
ships.

2006 — Teemu Selanne scores two 
goals for his 1,000th career point in Ana-
heim’s 4-3 overtime victory against Los 
Angeles.

2009 — Rafael Nadal holds off Fernan-
do Verdasco in longest match in Austra-
lian Open history. Verdasco double-faults 
after saving two match points, and Nadal 
wins 6-7 (4), 6-4, 7-6 (2), 6-7 (1), 6-4 in the 
5-hour, 14-minute semifinal between the 
Spanish left-handers.

2010 — Maria Riesch of Germany wins 
a World Cup downhill race, ending Lind-
sey Vonn’s perfect streak this season 
in the event. Vonn, who had six straight 
wins including the final downhill race of 
last season, finishes fifth.
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BY EDDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

Sarah Burke’s friends will bring their snow-
flakes to Sochi, wearing necklaces shaped like 
the snowflake tattoo the late Canadian star had 
etched on her foot.

“When they accepted halfpipe skiing, my first thought 
was, ‘This is Sarah’s Olympics,’” said one of Burke’s many 
proteges, American halfpipe skier Angeli VanLaanen.

Each time an athlete in the new Olympic sports of 
ski halfpipe and slopestyle steps into the starting gate, 
they’ll have Burke to thank.

A beloved mentor among her competition, Burke lob-
bied hard for a number of causes: Equal pay for women 
in action sports, inclusion of all the freeskiing dis-

ciplines for women in the X 
Games and, ultimately, accep-
tance of those events into the 
Olympic Games.

Burke died Jan. 19, 
2012, nine days after a 
training accident on a 
halfpipe in Park City, 
Utah, and about nine 

months after the International Olympic 
Committee said “yes” to her longtime 
dream.

The four-time Winter X Games cham-
pion was 29, in the prime of her career.

It was a loss that stole away the soul of 
the sport and its best skier. Burke was the 
first woman to land a 720-degree jump, a 
900 and a 1080 in a halfpipe in competi-
tion. She would’ve been the favorite to 
win halfpipe skiing’s first Olympic gold 
medal. Instead, it hits the biggest stage in 
sports looking for a star — trying to replace 
the irreplaceable.

“A lot of people say she’s still the most in-
fluential girl in freeskiing today,” said Mike 
Hanley, a longtime freestyle skier and coach. 
“She pushed the technical level of the sport so far. 
But she had such an amazing sense of balance in life, 
between the image she put out and the level of techni-
cal skiing she was capable of. She was the full package 
that I’d hope all the girls out there are aspiring for.”

Instead of everyone chasing Burke in Sochi, there 
will be three or four top contenders. They include Mad-
die Bowman, the 20-year-old from South Lake Tahoe, 
Calif., who is coming off a win at the Winter X Games. 
VanLaanen, who overcame a scary and hard-to-de-
tect bout with Lyme disease, could be in the mix.

There’s also Canada’s Roz Groenewoud, a one-time 
teammate of Burke’s, who is rounding into form 
after knee injuries. Before every contest, “Roz G” 
and Burke used to stand at the top and shout, “Let’s 
stay on top, one-two, one-two.”

It’s a lonelier starting tent these days.
“She was extremely driven, extremely competi-

tive, wanted to win, wanted to do her best, but it 
never colored who she was,” Groenewoud said. 
“It never made her less compassionate or less 
generous with complements or anything like 
that. It’s a good lesson for people outside of sports, 
as well. A good universal message.”

Slopestyle makes its Olympic debut in both skiing and 
snowboarding.

The sport is a wild ride down the mountain, featur-
ing turns off rails and jumps with steeply angled 
takeoffs. Triple-flipping jumps, the likes of which 
American skier Nick Goepper landed to win the 
X Games, will be the winning trick for the men 
on both skis and snowboards.

“It’s a great addition,” said Jake Burton, creator of the 
modern-day snowboard. “Slopestyle is something that 
every kid who snowboards does on a certain level. It’s at 
the biggest resorts and the tiniest ones in the Midwest, 
where they put up small jumps and build a few rails.”

American Jamie Anderson is the favorite to take gold 
in women’s snowboard slopestyle, though Silje Norendal 
of Norway sprung a surprise by knocking her off at Win-
ter X.

On the men’s side, adding slopestyle to the snowboard 
program was largely viewed as a way to get another 

day of Shaun White, who will compete in both slope-
style and halfpipe, where he’s going for his third 

straight gold.
But he is no sure thing on the slopestyle 
course. Canada’s Mark McMorris has 
one of the most difficult sets of tricks, 
but he could be limited after breaking 

a rib at the X Games. His teammate, 
Max Parrot, isn’t far behind. Parrot 
won the X Games with back-to-back 
triple-cork jumps.

“I know what it takes to win, so 
I’m just going to do my thing and 
not watch the others,” Parrot 
said.

On hand for all the action in 
Sochi will be Burke’s husband, 
Rory Bushfield, who stayed away 
from the snow sports for a time 
after his wife’s death, but wants to 
be in Russia to see what she helped 

create.
“I watched her do all the work,” 

Bushfield said. “I don’t have any 
plans to do anything special, other 
than to go there with Sarah’s mom 
and dad, make it happen. They 
watched her do this whole thing, 
too. We’re all proud of her for it.” 

Thursday, January 30, 2014

OLYMPICS

Canadian Sarah Burke died Jan. 19, 
2012, nine days after a training accident 
in Park City, Utah, and about nine 
months after the International Olympic 
Committee made her longtime dream 
come true by including freeskiing in 
the Olympics.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP

Athletes in new sports at Winter Olympics give thanks for her tireless efforts 
Burke’s work comes to fruition in Sochi

‘ She pushed the technical level 
of the sport so far. But she had 
an amazing sense of balance in 
life ... She was the full package 
that I’d hope all the girls out 
there are aspiring for. ’

Mike Hanley
Freestyle skiier and coach
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Martin alleges racial, sexual comments
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Offensive lineman 
Jonathan Martin wants to return 
to the NFL, he said in an inter-
view aired Wednesday where he 
claimed that racial, aggressive 
and sexually charged comments 
all played a role in his departure 
from the Miami Dolphins.

Martin also said he was not the 
only victim of hazing in the Dol-
phins’ locker room.

“There are other people that got 
it too,” Martin said. “I can’t say 
why I may have gotten more.”

Martin told his side of the story 
to former NFL coach Tony Dungy, 
now an analyst for NBC, which 
aired portions of the interview 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Dungy 
is part of a committee assigned 
by Dolphins owner Stephen Ross 
to review the team’s code of con-
duct, and said on NBC’s “Today” 
show that he has spoken with 
three general managers who be-
lieve Martin will have the chance 
to play again.

“They all said he’s a good 
player. He’ll get an opportuni-
ty,” Dungy said. “But they’re all 
afraid of the scrutiny that comes 
with it. He’s got to get to the right 
environment, not a place like the 
Miami locker room was.”

Among the allegations Mar-
tin made in his interview with 
Dungy:

� That teammates directed 
comments of racial and aggres-
sive nature toward him, as well as 
sex-related comments about his 
mother and sister.

� That he talked to members 
of the team’s coaching staff about 
the situation, but stopped short 
of meeting with Dolphins head 
coach Joe Philbin. “Members 
of the organization knew I was 
struggling,” Martin said.

� That he tried to be friends 
with fellow offensive lineman 
Richie Incognito, who was sus-
pended for the final eight games 
for his role in the matter.

� That he contacted friends on 
other NFL teams, and that they 
agreed the level of hazing he al-
leged to have taken place with the 
Dolphins exceeded what’s typical 
in a locker-room culture.

“I have no problem with the 
normal hazing that you see in the 
NFL, get a haircut, stuff like that, 
little pranks,” Martin said. “But 
of a personal, attacking nature, I 
don’t think there’s any place for 
that.”

The scandal overshadowed 
much of the Dolphins’ season.

Martin left the Dolphins in Oc-
tober amid allegations he was ha-
rassed by teammates, including 
Incognito. Martin told Dungy that 
he “felt trapped, like I didn’t have 
a way to make it right,” and said 
he left the team out of concerns 
for his health and well-being. 

In other NFL news:
� The Dallas Cowboys decided 

one year with Monte Kiffin as de-
fensive coordinator and Bill Cal-
lahan as play-caller was enough.

Kiffin was demoted Tuesday in 
favor of defensive line coach Rod 
Marinelli, and Scott Linehan was 
hired as the passing game coordi-
nator who will call plays.

The staff shuffling — the sec-
ond in as many years — comes 
after the Cowboys gave up the 
most yards in franchise history 
and finished last in the NFL in 
total defense and had their worst 
offensive output in yardage since 
2005. 

� Ron Rivera is staying in Car-
olina after leading the Panthers 
to their first playoff appearance 
since 2008.

The Panthers rewarded “Riv-
erboat Ron” on Tuesday with a 
three-year contract extension 
that runs through the 2017 season 
after Carolina finished 12-4 this 
season and won the NFC South 
championship.

Carolina lost at home in the di-
visional playoffs to the San Fran-
cisco 49ers. 

Johnson supports new
NASCAR Chase format

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Jim-
mie Johnson was stunned by the 
proposed changes to the cham-
pionship format that NASCAR 
chairman Brian France laid out 
in a phone call two weeks ago.

The six-time champion did not 
believe he was being picked on by 
NASCAR executives grasping for 
any way possible to end his domi-
nance of the Sprint Cup Series.

Instead, Johnson was taken 
aback because he had not heard 
the proposal before in multiple 
discussions with NASCAR.

“It just caught me off guard 
and shocked me, and I told Brian 
when he called me, ‘Just give 
me a minute to adjust, because 

I’m on my heels,’” Johnson said 
Tuesday.

NASCAR will officially an-
nounce its Chase for the Sprint 
Cup championship format on 
Thursday. All signs point to a 16-
driver field whittled down through 
eliminations to four drivers and a 
winner-take-all season finale.

It’s the fourth significant 
change to either the points or 
championship format since the 
Chase debuted in 2004. .

Johnson’s not opposed to 
change. But based on conversa-
tions with NASCAR, he expected 
something closer to heat races 
over a four-hour television win-
dow leading into a condensed fea-
ture event.

“That’s the discussion that’s 
been going on for a few years, so 
I was shocked because I hadn’t 

heard a word about this idea or
concept,” Johnson said. 

Doctors: Brazilian skier 
can’t move arms, legs

SAO PAULO — The Brazilian 
Olympic Committee said early
Wednesday the gymnast who was
expected to compete in freestyle
skiing at the Sochi Games is un-
able to move her arms and legs 
following an accident while train-
ing in the United States.

The committee said in a state-
ment that Lais Souza, who par-
ticipated in the 2004 and 2008
Summer Olympics, is being treat-
ed at an intensive care unit at Uni-
versity of Utah hospital. Doctors 
said she is “awake and can follow 
commands” but is breathing with
the help of ventilators. 



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 26     F3HIJKLM Thursday, January 30, 2014

NHL

Roundup

Scoreboard

 Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 52 34 15 3 71 159 115
Tampa Bay 53 31 17 5 67 157 131
Toronto 55 28 21 6 62 158 170
Montreal 53 28 20 5 61 131 134
Detroit 53 23 19 11 57 135 149
Ottawa 53 23 20 10 56 150 167
Florida 53 21 25 7 49 129 164
Buffalo 52 14 30 8 36 101 152

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 53 37 14 2 76 171 128
N.Y. Rangers 54 28 23 3 59 139 138
Philadelphia 54 26 22 6 58 147 158
Carolina 53 24 20 9 57 134 150
Columbus 53 26 23 4 56 154 151
Washington 53 24 21 8 56 153 158
New Jersey 54 22 21 11 55 127 135
N.Y. Islanders 55 21 26 8 50 157 185

Western Conference
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
St. Louis 52 36 11 5 77 180 119
Chicago 55 32 10 13 77 194 154
Colorado 52 33 14 5 71 153 137
Minnesota 55 29 20 6 64 133 135
Dallas 53 24 21 8 56 154 157
Nashville 55 24 23 8 56 136 166
Winnipeg 55 25 25 5 55 155 162

Pacific Division
Anaheim 55 39 11 5 83 184 134
San Jose 53 34 13 6 74 165 126
Los Angeles 55 30 19 6 66 133 116
Vancouver 54 27 18 9 63 137 138
Phoenix 53 25 18 10 60 154 160
Calgary 53 19 27 7 45 124 169
Edmonton 55 17 32 6 40 144 190

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss.

Monday’s games
Boston 6, N.Y. Islanders 3
Carolina 3, Columbus 2
Pittsburgh 3, Buffalo 0
Colorado 4, Dallas 3
Edmonton 4, Vancouver 2
Los Angeles 1, San Jose 0

Tuesday’s games
Boston 6, Florida 2
Toronto 3, Tampa Bay 2
Philadelphia 5, Detroit 0
Ottawa 3, Columbus 2
Washington 5, Buffalo 4, OT
Montreal 3, Carolina 0
St. Louis 3, New Jersey 0
Nashville 4, Winnipeg 3
Phoenix 3, Los Angeles 0
Calgary 5, Chicago 4, OT
Minnesota 4, Anaheim 2

Wednesday’s games
N.Y. Rangers vs. N.Y. Islanders at Yan-

kee Stadium, Bronx, N.Y.
San Jose at Edmonton
Chicago at Vancouver

Thursday’s games
Montreal at Boston
Florida at Toronto
Washington at Columbus
Tampa Bay at Ottawa
New Jersey at Dallas
Minnesota at Colorado
San Jose at Calgary
Buffalo at Phoenix
Philadelphia at Anaheim
Pittsburgh at Los Angeles

Tuesday
Flyers 5, Red Wings 0

Detroit 0 0 0—0
Philadelphia 1 2 2—5

First Period—1, Philadelphia, Hartnell 
13 (Timonen, Giroux), 13:42 (pp).

Second Period—2, Philadelphia, Hart-
nell 14 (Giroux, Streit), 8:08. 3, Philadel-
phia, Hall 3 (Raffl, Gustafsson), 11:02.

Third Period—4, Philadelphia, Giroux 
16 (Hartnell, Voracek), 10:22. 5, Philadel-
phia, Couturier 9 (Streit), 16:09.

Shots on Goal—Detroit 7-10-16—33. 
Philadelphia 8-12-8—28.

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 4; Philadelphia 1 of 2.

Goalies—Detroit, Gustavsson 13-4-3 
(28 shots-23 saves). Philadelphia, Mason 
20-13-5 (33-33).

A—19,987 (19,541). T—2:23.

Blues 3, Devils 0
New Jersey 0 0 0—0
St. Louis 1 0 2—3

First Period—1, St. Louis, Steen 27 
(Schwartz, Backes), 3:25.

Third Period—2, St. Louis, Morrow 8 
(Bouwmeester, Berglund), 9:42 (pp). 3, 
St. Louis, Lapierre 7 (Paajarvi, Berglund), 
17:52 (en).

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 8-10-5—23. 
St. Louis 9-5-11—25.

Power-play opportunities—New Jer-
sey 0 of 4; St. Louis 1 of 4.

Goalies—New Jersey, Schneider 9-10-7 
(24 shots-22 saves). St. Louis, Halak 23-
7-3 (23-23).

A—16,099 (19,150). T—2:25.

Canadiens 3, Hurricanes 0
Carolina 0 0 0—0
Montreal 2 1 0—3

First Period—1, Montreal, Prust 5 
(Gorges, Bourque), 6:11. 2, Montreal, 
Gallagher 14 (Desharnais, Pacioretty), 
18:44.

Second Period—3, Montreal, Pacioret-
ty 22 (Markov, Gallagher), 1:41.

Shots on Goal—Carolina 13-15-8—36. 
Montreal 10-11-9—30.

Power-play opportunities—Carolina 0 
of 3; Montreal 0 of 2.

Goalies—Carolina, Khudobin 11-4-0 
(30 shots-27 saves). Montreal, Price 23-
16-4 (36-36).

A—21,273 (21,273). T—2:22.

Florida goalie Thomas 
loses in Boston return

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The suddenly 
high-scoring Boston Bruins are 
showing no mercy, even for the 
departed goalie who led them to 
the Stanley Cup.

Milan Lucic scored twice and 
the Bruins spoiled Tim Thomas’ 
first game in Boston as a visitor 
with a 6-2 win over the Florida 
Panthers on Tuesday night.

“I think I might’ve enjoyed 
myself watching the State of the 
Union more,” said Thomas, not 
a big fan of President Barack 
Obama, who delivered the speech 
at the same time as the Bruins 
were beating the Panthers for the 
sixth straight time. “No, probably 
not.”

In 2011, Thomas didn’t accom-
pany his teammates to the White 
House for the ceremony with 
Obama marking their champion-
ship that year.

   Zdeno Chara, Reilly Smith, 
Shawn Thornton and David Kre-
jci also scored for Boston, which 
led 4-0 until Brad Boyes connect-
ed for Florida with 2:33 left in the 
second period. Dmitry Kulikov 
added a power-play goal for the 
Panthers four minutes into the 
third.

 Lucic gave the Bruins a 1-0 
lead at 7:41 of the first period on 
a rebound after Thomas stopped 
Jarome Iginla’s shot from the 
right circle.

Lucic was initially credited with 
the second goal less than eight 
minutes later when Chara’s 45-
foot shot from the right appeared 
to hit him before bouncing over 
Thomas and trickling into the net. 
The scoring was changed when it 
was determined that the puck hit 
Thomas’ glove, not Lucic.

But that didn’t stop a few spec-
tators from throwing hats on the 
ice early in the second, thinking 
Lucic had completed a hat trick 
when he scored his 15th of the 
season on a short backhand.

  Capitals 5, Sabres 4 (OT): 
Alex Ovechkin capped a four-
point night by setting up Mike 
Green’s goal a minute into over-
time to give visiting Washington 
a win over Buffalo.

 Flames 5, Blackhawks 4 (OT):  
T.J. Brodie scored at 2:26 of over-
time to give host Calgary a vic-
tory over slumping Chicago.

 Wild 4, Ducks 2: Zach Parise 
had a goal and two assists, Mikael 
Granlund scored the go-ahead 
goal on a power play early in the 
second period and Darcy Kuem-
per made 31 saves for Minnesota 
in a victory over host Anaheim.

 Coyotes 3, Kings 0: Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson scored two 
goals, Thomas Greiss stopped 30 
shots and host Phoenix began an 
important five-game homestand 
with a win over Los Angeles.

 Flyers 5, Red Wings 0: Scott 
Hartnell and Claude Giroux each 
had three points, Steve Mason 
made 33 saves and host Philadel-
phia beat banged-up Detroit.

 Senators 3, Blue Jackets 2: 
Jason Spezza scored a power-play 
goal with five minutes left and 
Stephane Da Costa had two goals 
to lead Ottawa over Columbus.

 Blues 3, Devils 0: Alexander 
Steen gave host St. Louis the early 
lead and Jaroslav Halak earned 
his fourth shutout of the season in 
a victory over New Jersey.

 Maple Leafs 3, Lightning 2: 
Nazem Kadri scored twice and 
James van Riemsdyk got the go-
ahead goal late in the third period 
to lift host Toronto . 

Canadiens 3, Hurricanes 0: 
Carey Price stopped 36 shots for 
his third shutout of the season to 
lead host Montreal past Carolina.

 Predators 4, Jets 3: Mike 
Fisher scored the tiebreaking 
goal for visiting Nashville on a 
power play 42 seconds into the 
third period to beat Winnipeg.

Predators 4, Jets 3
Nashville 1 2 1—4
Winnipeg 1 2 0—3

First Period—1, Nashville, Jones 5 (Del 
Zotto, Smith), 3:48. 2, Winnipeg, Thor-
burn 1 (Stuart, Trouba), 4:10.

Second Period—3, Nashville, Josi 7 
(Smith, Legwand), :42. 4, Nashville, Spal-
ing 10 (Gaustad, Sissons), 17:18. 5, Win-
nipeg, Scheifele 11, 18:13. 6, Winnipeg, 
Wheeler 22 (Scheifele, Trouba), 18:40.

Third Period—7, Nashville, Fisher 14 
(Hornqvist, Weber), :42 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Nashville 7-10-8—25. 
Winnipeg 7-9-11—27.

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
1 of 3; Winnipeg 0 of 2.

Goalies—Nashville, Hutton 12-8-2 (27 
shots-24 saves). Winnipeg, Pavelec 16-
21-4 (25-21).

A—15,004 (15,004). T—2:19.

Capitals 5, Sabres 4 (OT)
Washington 2 2 0 1—5
Buffalo 1 2 1 0—4

First Period—1, Washington, Ovechkin 
37 (Backstrom, Brouwer), 3:49 (pp). 2, 
Washington, Ovechkin 38 (Green, Johans-
son), 4:42. 3, Buffalo, Ehrhoff 4 (Moulson, 
Ennis), 13:45.

Second Period—4, Buffalo, Hodgson 
13 (Moulson, Ennis), 1:41 (pp). 5, Wash-
ington, Green 6 (Orlov, Beagle), 10:09. 6, 
Buffalo, Varone 1 (Foligno, Flynn), 11:11. 
7, Washington, Brouwer 10 (Erat, Ovech-
kin), 16:57 (pp).

Third Period—8, Buffalo, Hodgson 14, 
6:48.

Overtime—9, Washington, Green 7 
(Ovechkin, Erat), 1:00.

Shots on Goal—Washington 13-16-5-
1—35. Buffalo 10-4-13-0—27.

Power-play opportunities—Washing-
ton 2 of 3; Buffalo 1 of 2.

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 15-12-2 
(27 shots-23 saves). Buffalo, Enroth 1-10-
5 (35-30).

A—18,923 (19,070). T—2:28.

Maple Leafs 3, Lightning 2
Tampa Bay 0 2 0—2
Toronto 0 2 1—3

Second Period—1, Toronto, Kadri 13, 
1:49. 2, Toronto, Kadri 14 (Lupul, Gunnars-
son), 9:47. 3, Tampa Bay, Carle 2 (Palat, 
Kucherov), 13:13. 4, Tampa Bay, Barberio 
4 (Palat, Crombeen), 17:12.

Third Period—5, Toronto, van Riems-
dyk 21 (Kessel, Bozak), 15:57.

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 11-18-13—
42. Toronto 8-8-10—26.

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 0 of 3; Toronto 0 of 3.

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Bishop 26-7-4 (26 
shots-23 saves). Toronto, Bernier 18-15-5 
(42-40).

A—19,475 (18,819). T—2:38.

Senators 3, Blue Jackets 2
Ottawa 1 1 1—3
Columbus 0 1 1—2

First Period—1, Ottawa, Da Costa 1 
(Michalek, E.Karlsson), 8:06 (pp).

Second Period—2, Ottawa, Da Costa 
2 (Spezza, Conacher), 6:24. 3, Columbus, 
Atkinson 16 (Calvert, Wisniewski), 12:00 
(pp).

Third Period—4, Columbus, Wisniews-
ki 5 (Atkinson, Johnson), 7:16 (pp). 5, 
Ottawa, Spezza 14 (Greening, Methot), 
15:02 (pp).

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 11-9-8—28. Co-
lumbus 13-13-10—36.

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 2 
of 4; Columbus 2 of 5.

Goalies—Ottawa, Anderson 17-10-7 
(36 shots-34 saves). Columbus, McElhin-
ney 8-9-1 (28-25).

A—13,373 (18,144). T—2:30.

Bruins 6, Panthers 2
Florida 0 1 1—2
Boston 2 2 2—6

First Period—1, Boston, Lucic 14 (Igin-
la, Krejci), 7:41. 2, Boston, Chara 13 (Krug,
Krejci), 15:26.

Second Period—3, Boston, Lucic 15 
(Iginla, Bartkowski), 1:46. 4, Boston, Smith 
18 (Soderberg, Eriksson), 14:54 (pp). 5, 
Florida, Boyes 14 (Bjugstad), 19:27.

Third Period—6, Florida, Kulikov 5 
(Bergenheim, Gomez), 4:00 (pp). 7, Bos-
ton, Thornton 4 (G.Campbell), 8:14. 8, 
Boston, Krejci 11, 17:51.

Shots on Goal—Florida 8-12-10—30. 
Boston 19-10-12—41.

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1
of 2; Boston 1 of 5.

Goalies—Florida, Thomas 14-15-3 (41
shots-35 saves). Boston, Rask 24-12-3
(30-28).

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:30.

Coyotes 3, Kings 0
Los Angeles 0 0 0—0
Phoenix 1 1 1—3

First Period—1, Phoenix, Ekman-Lars-
son 7 (Vermette), 15:57.

Second Period—2, Phoenix, Ekman-
Larsson 8 (Doan, Boedker), 3:16 (pp).

Third Period—3, Phoenix, Vermette 19 
(Boedker, Korpikoski), 8:47.

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 13-8-9—
30. Phoenix 11-12-6—29.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 0 of 2; Phoenix 1 of 3.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 15-10-2
(29 shots-26 saves). Phoenix, Greiss 7-3-
1 (30-30).

A—13,681 (17,125). T—2:20.

Flames 5, Blackhawks 4 (OT)
Chicago 2 2 0 0—4
Calgary 2 2 0 1—5

First Period—1, Calgary, Backlund 10 
(Stempniak), 1:13. 2, Chicago, Kane 25 
(Versteeg, Leddy), 5:43. 3, Calgary, Bou-
ma 5 (Stajan), 11:34. 4, Chicago, Hossa 22 
(Toews, Keith), 16:35.

Second Period—5, Calgary, Stajan 9 
(D.Jones), 3:21. 6, Calgary, Backlund 11 
(Stempniak, Giordano), 10:25 (sh). 7, Chi-
cago, B.Smith 7 (Bollig, Oduya), 13:12. 8, 
Chicago, Hossa 23 (Hjalmarsson, Saad),
17:33 (sh).

Overtime—9, Calgary, Brodie 4 (Mo-
nahan, Stempniak), 2:26.

Shots on Goal—Chicago 10-14-9-0—33.
Calgary 8-10-7-4—29.

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0 
of 1; Calgary 0 of 2.

Goalies—Chicago, Raanta (15 shots-
11 saves), Crawford 19-8-9 (10:25 second,
14-13). Calgary, Berra (24-20), Ramo 10-
10-4 (0:00 third, 9-9).

A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:27.

Wild 4, Ducks 2
Minnesota 1 1 2—4
Anaheim 1 0 1—2

First Period—1, Minnesota, Pominville 
21 (Granlund, Parise), 7:57. 2, Anaheim,
Penner 13 (Getzlaf, Perry), 18:13.

Second Period—3, Minnesota, Gran-
lund 4 (Parise, Suter), :13 (pp).

Third Period—4, Minnesota, Parise 16 
(Scandella, Prosser), 6:35. 5, Minnesota, 
Haula 2 (Pominville, Scandella), 8:21. 6, 
Anaheim, Perreault 10 (Selanne), 10:53 
(pp).

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 11-11-11—
33. Anaheim 11-4-18—33.

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota
1 of 5; Anaheim 1 of 3.

Goalies—Minnesota, Kuemper 6-3-1 
(33 shots-31 saves). Anaheim, Hiller 24-
7-4 (33-29).

A—15,020 (17,174). T—2:25.

ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

Bruins left wing Milan Lucic, left, scores against Panthers goalie and 
former teammate Tim Thomas after Thomas fell out of position while 
Panthers defenseman Dmitry Kulikov and center Nick Bjugstad watch 
during the second period Tuesday in Boston. The Bruins won 6-2.

TREVOR HAGAN, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP 

A shot by the Jets’ Chris Thorburn beats Predators goalie Carter 
Hutton, left, as the Jets’ Blake Wheeler, center, and the Predators’ 
Roman Josi battle in front of the net Tuesday in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
The Predators won 4-3 in a battle of Central Division rivals. 
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Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 23 21 .523 —
Brooklyn 20 23 .465  2½
New York 18 27 .400  5½
Boston 15 32 .319  9½
Philadelphia 14 31 .311  9½

Southeast Division
Miami 32 12 .727 —
Atlanta 23 21 .523  9
Washington 22 22 .500 10
Charlotte 19 27 .413 14
Orlando 12 34 .261 21

Central Division
Indiana 35 9 .795 —
Chicago 22 22 .500 13
Detroit 18 27 .400 17½
Cleveland 16 29 .356 19½
Milwaukee 8 36 .182 27

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 33 12 .733 —
Houston 30 17 .638  4
Dallas 26 20 .565  7½
Memphis 23 20 .535  9
New Orleans 19 25 .432 13½

Northwest Division
Oklahoma City 36 10 .783 —
Portland 33 13 .717  3
Denver 22 21 .512 12½
Minnesota 22 22 .500 13
Utah 16 29 .356 19½

Pacific Division
L.A. Clippers 32 15 .681 —
Phoenix 26 18 .591  4½
Golden State 27 19 .587  4½
L.A. Lakers 16 30 .348 15½
Sacramento 15 29 .341 15½

 Tuesday’s games
New Orleans 100, Cleveland 89
Detroit 103, Orlando 87
New York 114, Boston 88
Houston 97, San Antonio 90
Memphis 98, Portland 81
Washington 88, Golden State 85
Indiana 104, L.A. Lakers 92

Wednesday’s games
Oklahoma City at Miami
Orlando at Toronto
Philadelphia at Boston
Detroit at Atlanta
New Orleans at Minnesota
Phoenix at Milwaukee
Houston at Dallas
Charlotte at Denver
Chicago at San Antonio
Memphis at Sacramento
Washington at L.A. Clippers

Thursday’s games
Phoenix at Indiana
Cleveland at New York
L.A. Clippers at Golden State

Tuesday
Wizards 88, Warriors 85

WASHINGTON — Ariza 3-9 2-4 9, Nene 
7-15 2-2 16, Gortat 2-8 4-6 8, Wall 6-19 0-0 
15, Beal 8-19 0-0 20, Webster 3-9 2-3 10, 
Booker 4-7 0-0 8, Maynor 0-2 0-0 0, Temple 
1-2 0-0 2. Totals 34-90 10-15 88.

GOLDEN STATE — Iguodala 2-7 1-2 5, 
Lee 2-10 7-10 11, Bogut 2-3 0-0 4, Curry 8-
23 5-6 23, Thompson 5-17 0-0 13, Barnes 
2-4 0-0 5, Crawford 3-5 3-3 9, Green 4-8 0-0 
8, Speights 2-3 2-2 7, Bazemore 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 30-80 18-23 85.

Washington 24 21 21 22—88
Golden State 22 27 16 20—85
Three-point Goals—Washington 10-22 

(Beal 4-7, Wall 3-6, Webster 2-5, Ariza 1-3, 
Maynor 0-1), Golden State 7-23 (Thomp-
son 3-9, Curry 2-7, Speights 1-1, Barnes 
1-2, Crawford 0-1, Green 0-1, Iguodala 0-
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Wash-
ington 60 (Gortat 12), Golden State 56 
(Bogut 14). Assists—Washington 20 (Wall 
5), Golden State 19 (Curry, Thompson 4). 
Total Fouls—Washington 17, Golden State 
16. A—19,596 (19,596).

Pelicans 100, Cavaliers 89
NEW ORLEANS — Aminu 6-10 0-0 12, Da-

vis 12-18 6-7 30, Ajinca 0-2 0-0 0, Roberts 
4-8 2-2 12, Gordon 8-17 3-5 20, Stiemsma 
4-5 1-2 9, Rivers 2-3 2-2 7, Evans 1-5 1-2 3, 
Miller 1-3 3-3 5, Morrow 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 
39-74 18-23 100.

CLEVELAND — Deng 3-10 0-2 6, Thomp-
son 2-10 1-4 5, Zeller 4-8 5-5 13, Irving 8-17 
6-6 23, Miles 1-2 0-0 2, Waiters 9-13 0-2 21, 
Bennett 5-10 3-6 15, Jack 0-4 2-2 2, Del-
lavedova 0-1 0-0 0, Sims 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 
33-80 17-27 89.

New Orleans 26 30 27 17—100
Cleveland 29 15 21 24— 89
Three-point Goals—New Orleans 4-13 

(Roberts 2-2, Rivers 1-1, Gordon 1-5, Ev-
ans 0-1, Miller 0-2, Morrow 0-2), Cleveland 
6-15 (Waiters 3-4, Bennett 2-3, Irving 1-4, 
Miles 0-1, Deng 0-1, Jack 0-1, Dellavedova 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New 
Orleans 49 (Stiemsma 11), Cleveland 
48 (Zeller 10). Assists—New Orleans 27 
(Gordon 9), Cleveland 22 (Irving 5). To-
tal Fouls—New Orleans 23, Cleveland 
16. Technicals—New Orleans defensive 
three second, Cleveland defensive three 
second. A—13,985 (20,562). 

Pistons 103, Magic 87
ORLANDO — Harris 4-13 6-8 14, Maxiell 

1-2 0-0 2, Davis 4-7 0-0 8, Nelson 3-9 2-3 11, 
Afflalo 6-12 1-2 14, O’Quinn 2-7 0-0 4, Ola-
dipo 7-14 3-3 19, Harkless 1-3 0-6 3, Moore 
3-6 3-3 10, Nicholson 1-4 0-0 2, Lamb 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 32-77 15-25 87.

DETROIT — Smith 8-12 0-1 16, Monroe 
4-11 0-0 8, Drummond 5-7 3-4 13, Jen-
nings 7-19 4-7 20, Caldwell-Pope 2-5 0-0 4, 
Stuckey 4-9 4-6 13, Singler 4-7 3-4 12, By-
num 3-7 0-0 7, Harrellson 1-4 0-0 3, Jereb-
ko 0-3 1-2 1, Mitchell 0-0 4-4 4, Datome 1-2 
0-0 2. Totals 39-86 19-28 103.

Orlando 22 21 17 27— 87
Detroit 20 33 25 25—103
Three-point Goals—Orlando 8-20 (Nel-

son 3-6, Oladipo 2-3, Harkless 1-2, Moore 
1-2, Afflalo 1-3, Harris 0-4), Detroit 6-20 
(Jennings 2-7, Stuckey 1-1, Singler 1-2, 
Harrellson 1-2, Bynum 1-3, Jerebko 0-1, 
Caldwell-Pope 0-2, Smith 0-2). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—Orlando 48 (O’Quinn 11), 
Detroit 63 (Drummond 17). Assists—Orlan-
do 19 (Nelson 7), Detroit 22 (Jennings 8). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 17, Detroit 20. Tech-
nicals—Nelson. A—11,534 (22,076).

Grizzlies 98, Trail Blazers 81
MEMPHIS — Prince 2-6 0-0 4, Randolph 

11-22 1-1 23, Gasol 7-13 1-1 15, Conley 8-14 
1-2 19, Lee 5-9 1-2 12, Calathes 1-5 0-0 2, 
Johnson 1-2 2-2 4, Davis 0-1 0-0 0, Koufos 
3-5 0-2 6, Miller 4-5 0-0 11, Franklin 1-1 0-0 
2, Leuer 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 43-83 6-10 98.

PORTLAND — Batum 4-11 2-3 10, Al-
dridge 11-23 5-7 27, Lopez 4-10 6-8 14, 
Lillard 7-16 0-0 16, Matthews 2-9 2-2 8, 
Williams 1-7 0-0 2, Freeland 1-2 1-1 3, Mc-
Collum 0-4 0-0 0, Robinson 0-0 0-0 0, Leon-
ard 0-1 1-1 1, Wright 0-2 0-0 0, Barton 0-2 
0-0 0. Totals 30-87 17-22 81.

Memphis 31 30 20 17—98
Portland 22 24 12 23—81
Three-point Goals—Memphis 6-13 

(Miller 3-3, Conley 2-4, Lee 1-2, Calathes 
0-1, Randolph 0-1, Johnson 0-1, Prince 
0-1), Portland 4-24 (Matthews 2-6, Lil-
lard 2-9, Williams 0-1, Wright 0-2, McCol-
lum 0-2, Batum 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Memphis 53 (Randolph 10), 
Portland 53 (Aldridge 16). Assists—Mem-
phis 24 (Conley 7), Portland 18 (Matthews 
5). Total Fouls—Memphis 20, Portland 12. 
A—19,385 (19,980).

Rockets 97, Spurs 90
SAN ANTONIO — Belinelli 5-12 0-0 11, 

Duncan 6-10 0-2 12, Diaw 9-20 2-3 22, 
Parker 6-16 4-6 17, Joseph 3-5 2-2 8, Gi-
nobili 2-6 5-6 9, Ayres 0-0 0-0 0, Mills 3-7 
0-0 7, Bonner 1-3 1-2 4, De Colo 0-1 0-0 0, 
Baynes 0-2 0-0 0, Jeffers 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
35-82 14-21 90.

HOUSTON — Parsons 3-11 0-0 6, Jones 
9-12 3-8 21, Howard 5-15 13-25 23, Bever-
ley 4-8 2-2 11, Lin 5-13 7-7 18, Motiejunas 
2-3 0-0 5, Casspi 2-4 1-5 5, Brooks 3-9 0-0 
8. Totals 33-75 26-47 97.

San Antonio 28 18 18 26—90
Houston 20 19 33 25—97
Three-point Goals—San Antonio 6-23 

(Diaw 2-2, Parker 1-2, Bonner 1-3, Mills 
1-5, Belinelli 1-7, Joseph 0-1, Ginobili 0-
3), Houston 5-18 (Brooks 2-5, Beverley 
1-2, Motiejunas 1-2, Lin 1-5, Casspi 0-2, 
Parsons 0-2). Fouled Out—Baynes. Re-
bounds—San Antonio 44 (Duncan 14), 
Houston 73 (Howard 16). Assists—San 
Antonio 23 (Joseph 5), Houston 18 (Lin 8). 
Total Fouls—San Antonio 31, Houston 21. 
A—18,314 (18,023). 

Knicks 114, Celtics 88
BOSTON — Green 4-13 4-4 14, Bass 2-5 

0-0 4, Sullinger 3-5 2-4 8, Rondo 3-13 1-1 
7, Wallace 2-7 1-2 5, Humphries 3-7 6-8 
12, Bayless 4-9 2-2 10, Pressey 1-3 0-0 2, 
Johnson 4-7 0-0 12, Olynyk 3-6 2-2 8, Fa-
verani 2-5 0-0 4, Blue 1-2 0-1 2, J.Anthony 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 32-82 18-24 88.

NEW YORK — Shumpert 2-5 0-0 4, 
C.Anthony 8-15 5-7 24, Chandler 5-6 2-2 12, 
Felton 2-6 0-0 4, Prigioni 3-6 0-0 7, Smith 
6-14 2-5 17, Martin 3-3 0-0 6, Hardaway Jr. 
5-10 4-4 16, Tyler 7-9 3-5 17, Aldrich 1-1 0-0 
2, World Peace 1-4 0-0 3, Murry 1-3 0-0 2. 
Totals 44-82 16-23 114.

Boston 15 22 22 29— 88
New York 31 32 23 28—114
Three-point Goals—Boston 6-22 (John-

son 4-7, Green 2-5, Bayless 0-1, Faverani 
0-1, Rondo 0-1, Olynyk 0-1, Pressey 0-
1, Blue 0-1, Sullinger 0-1, Wallace 0-3), 
New York 10-20 (Smith 3-5, C.Anthony 
3-5, Hardaway Jr. 2-4, Prigioni 1-1, World 
Peace 1-2, Felton 0-1, Shumpert 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 47 
(Olynyk, Green 7), New York 54 (Chandler 
13). Assists—Boston 21 (Rondo 5), New 
York 26 (Felton 8). Total Fouls—Boston 
22, New York 20. A—19,812 (19,763). 

Pacers 104, Lakers 92
INDIANA — George 4-21 5-9 14, West 

8-14 3-3 19, Hibbert 5-11 1-2 11, G.Hill 6-9 
0-0 13, Stephenson 6-9 3-9 15, Scola 4-11 
0-0 8, Granger 3-10 2-2 10, Watson 4-8 0-0 
9, Mahinmi 2-5 1-2 5, O.Johnson 0-1 0-0 0, 
Butler 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-99 15-27 104.

L.A. LAKERS — W.Johnson 3-7 0-0 7, Kel-
ly 2-7 6-7 10, Gasol 10-19 1-1 21, Marshall 
5-11 0-1 11, Meeks 7-16 5-5 21, Young 5-16 
1-2 12, Harris 0-6 0-0 0, J.Hill 5-10 0-0 10, 
Sacre 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 37-94 13-16 92.

Indiana 22 27 30 25—104
L.A. Lakers 19 30 20 23— 92
Three-point Goals—Indiana 5-21 

(Granger 2-7, G.Hill 1-2, Watson 1-4, 
George 1-6, O.Johnson 0-1, Hibbert 0-1), 
L.A. Lakers 5-24 (Meeks 2-8, W.Johnson 1-
2, Marshall 1-3, Young 1-7, Harris 0-2, Kel-
ly 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—In-
diana 72 (Stephenson 14), L.A. Lakers 57 
(Gasol 13). Assists—Indiana 23 (Stephen-
son, George 6), L.A. Lakers 24 (Marshall 
13). Total Fouls—Indiana 16, L.A. Lakers 
18. A—18,997 (18,997).

NBA
Scoreboard

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — James Harden 
was out with a thumb injury and 
then Dwight Howard got off to a 
slow start.

It sure looked as if it was going 
to be a long night for the Hous-
ton Rockets. Then everything 
changed in the third quarter.

Howard got back on track and 
a pair of role players stepped up 
to help Houston rally for a 97-90 
win over the San Antonio Spurs 
on Tuesday.

The Rockets trailed by as many 
as 15 points in the first half be-
fore scoring 33 in the third to go 
on top. San Antonio used an 11-
3 spurt to pull within two in the 
final minutes, but Howard and 
Jeremy Lin helped Houston hold 
on for the win.

“We just kept grinding it out,” 
Rockets coach Kevin McHale 
said. “We changed a couple of 
things defensively and the guys 
kind of dug in and got stops.”

Howard had 23 points and 16 
rebounds for Houston, which en-
joyed a 55-39 advantage on the 
glass. Terrence Jones scored 21 
points and Lin added 18 points 
and eight assists while starting in 
Harden’s spot.

Harden, who leads the team 
with 23.7 points a game, was out 
with a bruised left thumb.

“I know I missed a lot of shots 
early,” Howard said. “I didn’t 
lose focus. I got a little frustrated 
because I wanted to make those 
shots, especially against Tim 
(Duncan). But I just tried to stick 
with it and show the team that no 
matter what I’m going to battle.” 

Grizzlies 98, Trail Blazers 91: 
Zach Randolph scored 23 points 
and had 10 rebounds, and Mike 
Conley added 19 points and seven 
assists to lead visiting Memphis.

 Pacers 104, Lakers 92: David 

West scored 19 points, Lance Ste-
phenson had 15 points and 14 re-
bounds, and Indiana wrapped up 
a five-game road trip by beating
the spiraling Lakers.

George Hill had 13 points and 
seven rebounds for the Pacers, 
who stayed atop the overall NBA
standings despite losing twice on 
their West Coast trip.  

Wizards 88, Warriors 85:  Brad-
ley Beal scored 18 of his 20 points
in the second half, and John Wall 
had 15 points and eight rebounds
to lead visiting Washington.

 Pelicans 100, Cavaliers 89: 
Anthony Davis scored 30 points 
with eight blocks and seven re-
bounds and Eric Gordon scored
20 to lead visiting New Orleans.

Knicks 114, Celtics 88: Car-
melo Anthony had 24 points and 
nine rebounds in 28 minutes as 
New York avenged an embarrass-
ing home loss.

 Pistons 103, Magic 87: Andre
Drummond had 13 points and 17 
rebounds as host Detroit snapped 
a four-game losing streak.

Roundup

Howard helps rally 
Rockets past Spurs

PAT SULLIVAN/AP

The Rockets’ Dwight Howard, 
left, looks to the basket as the 
Spurs’ Tim Duncan defends 
Tuesday.
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BY GREGORY BROOME

Stars and Stripes

The 2013-14 DODDS-Europe 
marksmanship champion, set to 
be determined Saturday at Wi-
esbaden, will likely emerge from 
the familiar group of longstand-
ing contenders Ansbach, Hohen-
fels, Patch and Vilseck. 

But that status quo might be on 
the verge of changing. 

A number of schools are set to 
make the DODDS-Europe marks-
manship scene more crowded in 
the next few years. The gradual 
influx of new competitors, includ-
ing many schools on Air Force 
bases, threatens to disrupt the 
existing power structure atop a 
sport long limited to Army-affili-
ated schools.  

Not that the reigning powers 
mind the competition. 

“It is only going to get better 
over the next several years,” said 
Mitchell Pollock, coach of reign-
ing champion Vilseck. 

Marksmanship as a DODDS-
Europe sport grew from roots 
in the Army Junior Reserve Of-
ficers Training Corps in the 
1970s and 80s, said Robert Hase, 
a retired major centrally in-
volved in the process and is now 
director of Army instruction for 
DODDS-Europe. 

Instructors began forming 
teams, borrowing vans from the 
base’s motor pool and travelling 
to a centrally-located range for 
competition. Eventually, Hase 
said, the Army pushed DODDS-
Europe to install more marks-
manship ranges at its schools. 

“It became a fairly highly-de-
veloped program at school level,” 
Hase said. 

With the Army and DODDS-
Europe both invested in the pro-
gram and its associated costs 
rising, Hase said, the organiza-
tions came to an agreement. The 
Army would continue providing 
equipment, including the neces-
sary precision air rifles that today 
cost as much as $2,000 apiece, and 
DODDS-Europe would establish 
marksmanship as a varsity sport, 
with the attendant funding for 
coaches and transportation. 

That process was complete by 
the early 1990s and the sport grew 

to include 18 teams in three con-
ferences at its height. The steady 
closure of bases and schools over 
the intervening years cut that 
number almost in half. 

Now, however, the sport is grow-
ing again, even as schools contin-
ue to close amid a  drawdown of 
American forces in Europe. 

A 2009 Air Force decision to 
allow JROTC programs to par-
ticipate in marksmanship opened 
the door for a new set of schools to 
enter the ranks. The first through 
that door was Alconbury, a small 
school in the United Kingdom 
that launched its marksmanship 
program in 2009.

 Bitburg, soon to relocate to a 
new school at nearby Spangda-
hlem, is on the cusp of full entry 
into DODDS-Europe marksman-
ship. Ramstein has “expressed 
interest,” DODDS-Europe athlet-
ic director Karen Seadore said. 

Kaiserslautern is also in the 
beginning stages of building a 
marksmanship program. 

Retired Air Force Lt. Col Rob-
ert C. Meyer came to Kaiserslaut-
ern High School in 2012 as senior 
aerospace science instructor. 
After convincing the adminis-
tration to sign off on the project, 
Meyer set to work establishing a 
marksmanship program. 

Meyer refers to his three-year 

template as a “crawl-walk-run 
plan.” This year will see the debut 
of a four-lane shooting range con-
structed in an unused building on 
the school’s campus. Meyer will 
spend the next few months intro-
ducing the sport to his students 
in what he called an “awareness 
year.” He’ll introduce intramural 
competition next year, and hope-
fully a varsity squad in year three. 
Soon after, a new Kaiserslautern 
High is set to be built, and plans 
call for a shooting range.  

 Wiesbaden, now home to U.S. 
Army Europe headquarters and a 
fast-growing high school, is in its 
second year of DODDS-Europe 
marksmanship. Though their 
season’s results indicate they’re 
not yet in the championship mix, 
the Warriors’ scores are rising, 
and the school boasts a soaring 
population, a recent history of 
athletic success and the shiny new 
nine-lane range that will host this 

weekend’s European champion-
ship meet.  Wiesbaden qualified 
for its first European champion-
ship meet this season alongside 
Patch, Baumholder, Ansbach, 
Vilseck and Hohenfels. 

Wiesbaden coach Darryl Hens-
ley, who is also the school’s senior 
Army JROTC instructor, said 
he’s following the example set by 
Patch, a program he called “the 
best in Europe.” 

“We look up to them very 
much,” Hensley said, adding that 
Patch shooters and coaches “will-
ingly share tips” with their War-
rior opponents. 

All of this growth begs the 
question: how can any sport af-
ford to expand in an era of tight-
ening budgets?

There is a unique dimension 
to marksmanship that makes it 
less vulnerable to such financial 
constraints. While equipment 
and coaches are necessary costs, 

marksmanship can be rendered
impervious to the most onerous 
of athletic expenses: travel. 

Teams can shoot at their home 
range and submit scores to com-
pare with those of their opponents 
in what is known as “postal” com-
petition. Alconbury and Italy-
based Vicenza do this regularly;
on Jan. 18, DODDS-Europe saved 
a bundle by having all 10 partici-
pating teams stay home in two en-
tirely postal meets. 

Hase cautions that this is not an 
ideal situation as it denies shoot-
ers the valuable experience of di-
rect, in-person competition. 

“We can still essentially have
a competition,” Hase said. “It 
doesn’t have the same develop-
mental effect … but it’s a good
alternative.” 

Developmental benefits are a
key issue for Hase and DODDS-
Europe marksmanship coaches.
Hase emphasized the idea that
marksmanship imparts valuable
life skills such as self-discipline, 
focus and anger management. He
also pointed out that marksman-
ship can be a viable choice for
students who lack an aptitude for 
more mainstream sports. 

“It appeals to a section of the
student population that’s not ath-
letically gifted,” said Hase, add-
ing that success on the range can 
lead to a scholarship at a service 
academy or university offering the
sport. “A lot of people can excel at 
marksmanship that maybe can’t
be on the football team.”

With co-ed participation, man-
ageable expenses, potential col-
lege opportunities and a natural 
synergy with the military com-
munities that host it, marksman-
ship is in an enviable position
among DODDS-Europe sports.
The collegial, collaborative rela-
tionship that exists between pro-
grams only adds to the sense of
optimism around the sport. 

“The sportsmanship in this
sport is the best I’ve seen in
DODDS-Europe,” Hensley said.
“We do our best to cheer each 
other on.”

In the next few years, that 
cheering section could get a lot
louder. 
broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes
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Top performances in Europe

Boys basketball
� Jamal Thomas of Aviano was a 

star in defeat, pouring in a combined 
45 points in a pair of Saints’ losses to 
Naples. 
� Javaughn Harrison of Brussels 

posted consecutive double-doubles — 
16 points and 10 rebounds Friday and 
21 and 12 Saturday — in the Brigands’  
sweep of Menwith Hill. 

� Brendan Jones of Patch con-
tinued to pile up points, going for 31 
across two victories over Hohenfels. 
� Drew Tevebaugh of Ramstein 

produced 26 points and 10 rebounds 
in a losing effort against Wiesbaden. 

Girls basketball
� Shanice Alexander of Naples 

scored 20 points, including a decisive 

last-second free-throw, in a 47-46 win 
Friday over Aviano. She added 17 to 
finish the sweep Saturday. 
� Rebecca Hess of Patch scored a 

combined 25 points as the Panthers 
cruised past Hohenfels on Friday and 
Saturday. 
� Ali DeFazio of Brussels accounted 

for 58 of her team’s points and single-
handedly outscored the opposing team 

in both games of the Brigands’ week-
end sweep of Menwith Hill.  
� Crisheena Rolack of Wiesbaden 

scored a game-high 17 points — 15 
of them on five three-pointers — as the 
Warriors knocked off rival Ramstein on 
Saturday. 

Wrestling
� Daniel Barclay of Baumholder 

survived a deep and competitive field
in the 145-pound class to deliver one
of the Bucs’ four weight-class victories
Saturday at Bitburg. 

Marksmanship 
� Caelyn Miller of Patch scored a

weekend-best 288 individual points as
the Panthers completed their perfect 
regular-season schedule Saturday.

MICHAEL S. DARNELL/Stars and Stripes 

Vicenza’s Diego Nacionales ignores all distraction as he takes aim during a rifle match in Vilseck, 
Germany on Saturday. The Vicenza squad travelled to Vilseck, but often shoot at their home range and 
submit scores to compare with those of their opponents in what is known as postal competition.

With European championship this weekend, sport enjoys influx of interest

Marksmanship: Bright future in its sights

‘The sportsmanship in this sport is the 
best I’ve seen in DODDS-Europe. We do 
our best to cheer each other on. ’

Darryl Hensley
Wiesbaden senior Army  JROTC instructor

@



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 29Thursday, January 30, 2014

HIGH SCHOOLS: DODDS-PACIFIC

Boys basketball
� Anfernee Dent scored 30 points and Torian James had 16 

points, 13 rebounds and three blocks as Daegu kept its hold on 
second place in Korea  with an 80-70 win at Osan American.

� Dominique Conley had 15 points and five assists and Damien 
Briggs 14 points and six steals, powering Seoul American past Seoul 
Foreign 70-38, improving the Falcons to 11-0 in league .

� Austy Hines had 18 points and 13 rebounds, leading three 
players in double figures, and Guam outscored Father Duenas 12-4 
in the second overtime, lifting the Panthers past the Friars 65-57.

Girls basketball
� Jasmine Rhodes scored 16 points and Kadena rallied from a 

29-20 deficit, outscoring Kubasaki 22-6 over an eight-minute span 
to win the Okinawa-American Friendship Tournament title for the 
third straight year, 45-37 over the Dragons.

� Glenesha Berryman missed a triple-double by two assists, re-
cording 12 points, 10 rebounds and eight helpers, as Seoul Ameri-
can surprised Seoul Foreign 47-45, handing the Crusaders their 
second loss of the season and virtually sealing the league regular-
season title for Daegu.

Wrestling
� Charlie Gann (158), Dustin Wilson (168) and Ian O’Brien (215)

— who all finished second at Far East last year — were among 10 
first-place winners as Kinnick earned the team title in a DODDS
Japan individual tournament at Zama.

� Gerard Chopin (141), Steven Halik (158) and Kade Leonard 
(168) were among five winners for Osan American, which handed
Seoul American its first loss of the season, 134-108, in an individual
tournament hosted by Humphreys.

BY DAVE ORNAUER

Stars and Stripes

CAMP LESTER, Okinawa 
— Kubasaki girls basketball, the 
most decorated Division I pro-
gram in Far East tournament 
history, was mired in a stretch in 
which it went 35-142 from 2008-
09 entering this season.

“The worst part is that people 
just expected us to lose,” said se-
nior guard Sydney Johnson, who’s 
been around for three of those 
moribund seasons when they 
went 12-66 and lost every time 
they played arch-rival Kadena.

“That was the worst. People 
weren’t even asking if we were 
winning any more. And the team 
had the mentality of, ‘We’re los-
ing; that’s OK.’ And I don’t accept 
losing.”

Slowly, that lack of acceptance 
is starting to pay dividends.

And a pair of players named 
Johnson, including senior trans-
fer Alyah Johnson, is at the ful-
crum of that turnaround.

The Dragons enjoyed their best 
day of the season Sunday, when 
they beat two Japanese teams 
convincingly and led Kadena by 
nine points before losing 45-37 
in the 8th Okinawa-American 
Friendship Tournament finals.

The week before, they beat 
Storm, an adult team, 35-25 in the 
Martin Luther King Invitational. 
They’ve played Kadena six times 
this season, winning only once 
but losing four other games by 
a combined 19 points. Kadena’s 
only big win came in an MLK 
knockout game 63-40.

And Kubasaki ended a 41-game 
regular-season losing streak to 

the Panthers last month, winning 
48-42 on Dec. 20 at Kubasaki.

Why the change? Confidence, 
Sydney Johnson said, is a big 
factor.

Beating Kadena “sparked peo-
ple up a little bit,” she said. “We’ve 
had skill in the past (but) we had 
no confidence. When we beat 
Kadena, it was like, hey, we’re not 
bad. We’re a good team and we 
have what it takes to win.”

The team’s chemistry is also 
developing, Alyah Johnson and 
Dragons coach Robert Driggs 
say.

“I see a growing team,” Alyah 
Johnson said. “I see a team that 
wants to come together and win. 
I see a lot of confidence. A lot of 
people knowing we were so close 
to beating Kadena in the first 
game,” a 46-39 loss at Kadena on 
Dec. 6, “that we could beat them 

and we did the second game.”
Behind Sydney, averaging 

14 points and eight assists, and 
Alyah, 12 points, 15 rebounds and 
four blocks, the Dragons are 5-9 
overall and can make the Okina-
wa season series a 2-2 draw with 
a home win Feb. 7 over Kadena.

“Both are seniors and are tak-
ing on the responsibility,” said 
Driggs, who’s coached Kubasaki 
to four of their nine Far East 

titles.
Alyah, who transferred to Ku-

basaki from Swansboro, N.C.,
has “really provided a backbone
for us, been a big eraser down
there, chairman of the boards
and people are starting to realize
that she’s a dominant force in the
middle.”

It’s not just Alyah Johnson who
gives other teams rebounding fits,
Kadena coach Willie Ware said.

“They send four people to
the boards,” he said. “They’re 
crashing the boards and getting
second- and third-chance oppor-
tunities to score. I think them 
beating us really did something
for them. Now, they realize they
can play. Kubasaki is right there 
in the thick of things.”

For their part, the Johnsons
want to put behind for good what 
they and teammates refer to as
the “Kadena block,” the idea that 
the Panthers should win every
time they face the Dragons.

“Not just beating them by one or
two points,” Alyah Johnson said.
“Beating them by 15 or 20 points, 
which I know we can do. We just
have to fix a few things and make 
sure don’t have that mental block 
when we play Kadena.”

What things need fixing? “A lot
of focus during practice, making
sure people’s heads are there, 
making sure we’re all comfort-
able with each other,” Alyah
Johnson said.

“If we keep working hard, build 
up our confidence and work as
a team and realize how good we
are, we’ll be unstoppable,” Syd-
ney Johnson said.
ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Top performances in the Pacifi c

Johnson & Johnson a growing company

DAVE ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Kubasaki center Alyah Johnson, left shown battling Kadena’s Brea Garrett for the ball, transferred to 
Okinawa from Swansboro, N.C., and has become what coach Bob Driggs calls the team’s “backbone” 
 this season. Fellow senior Sydney Johnson, right , said she was tired of the Dragons’ losing culture in her 
first three seasons, and is trying to help the team turn the corner onto a winning path.

Kubasaki seniors creating confidence, chemistry to turn around girls basketball program
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Game.
“This is a 24-7 operation,” said

Scott O’Neil, chief executive of-
ficer of the Devils, Philadelphia 
76ers and Prudential Center. “We
have 200 events here a year and
this is one of them. It’s just with a
huge media spotlight on it.”

told us there were going to be 
people dressed up, but you never 
really know what to expect until 
you see them.”

Of course, a few celebrities also 
took part in the spectacle. Actor 
Nick Cannon wore a Peyton Man-
ning jersey. Michelle Williams, 
former Destiny’s Child singer, 
asked players to sing.

But the most popular person 
was Lil Terrio, who became fa-
mous for posting his “Ohhh, 
kill ‘em” dance online. Players 
stopped to pose for pictures with 
him, interrupted their interviews 
to call him over and everyone 
who recognized him asked him to 
dance.

As for players, Manning and 
Seattle cornerback Richard Sher-
man were surrounded by the big-
gest throng of reporters. Manning 

BY ROB MAADDI

The Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Internet star 
Lil Terrio danced with cheerlead-
ers, an Austrian man dressed 
as Mozart, another guy wore a 
Waldo costume and Nickelodeon’s 
Pick Boy was in the house.

Welcome to Media Day, the an-
nual Super Bowl circus.

It seems fitting this event was 
held at a hockey rink, of all plac-
es, because there’s nothing ordi-
nary about it. More than 6,000 
journalists, pseudo-journalists 
and other credentialed “media” 
from all over the world gathered 
at the home of the NHL’s New 
Jersey Devils on Tuesday to meet 
the Denver Broncos and Seattle 
Seahawks.

Strange questions were the 
norm instead of football ones. 
A man asked Seahawks center 
Max Unger if he could touch his 
long, scruffy beard. He said yes. 
A woman asked Seahawks defen-
sive lineman Brandon Mebane 
for a kiss. He said no.

Perhaps the only player who 
felt at home was Seattle tight 
end Luke Willson. He grew up in 
Canada, played hockey through 

Thursday, January 30, 2014

SUPER BOWL

Media Day always
odd, unpredictable

his sophomore year of high school 
and was genuinely psyched to be 
in an NHL arena.

“I thought it was kind of cool to 
be here,” said Willson, a fan of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. “I was a left 
winger, grinding forward-type of 
guy. I have two brothers and we 
would play on the street in front 
of the house, go to spring camps, 
played all the time. I played a lot 
of hockey.”

Asked if any of his teammates 
could lace up the skates, Willson 
was brutally honest: “No, defi-
nitely not. No way.”

Unger, the 6-foot-5, 305-pound 
lineman, played roller hockey 
long before he packed on the 
pounds for a career in the NFL.

“This is an awesome venue, 
seems like a great place to play 
hockey,” he said. “I watch a little 
bit of hockey. We have the Van-
couver Canucks up the road.”

Coincidentally, while foot-
ball players spent their day at 
the rink, a couple of New York 
hockey teams prepared to play an 
outdoor game at Yankee Stadium. 
The Rangers and Islanders will 
continue the NHL’s Stadium Se-
ries in the Bronx on Wednesday 
night.

Seahawks defensive end Ben-
son Mayowa isn’t a fan of the 
sport, but he appreciates the 
toughness of hockey players.

“Only thing I like to watch in 
hockey is fights,” he said. “But 
they do get physical, they lose 
teeth, get stitched up and come 
back out there. It’s the same as 
football.”

But hockey has nothing like 
this on its calendar.

The Media Day extravaganza 
is one of the wildest scenes in 
sports. Even current football 
players were in on the “report-
ing” action. Eagles Pro Bowl 
wide receiver DeSean Jackson 
co-hosted a show for BET. Steel-
ers defensive end Brett Keisel in-
terviewed players for a shampoo 
promotion.

“This is pretty crazy, man. 
Pretty crazy,” Broncos defensive 
end Malik Jackson said. “I saw 
Waldo. I saw the superhero. They 

deftly evaded questions about his 
“legacy” and Sherman was so 
eager to talk that he showed up 
early for his 60-minute session.

Several players captured the 
craziness on video. It’s a once-in-
a-lifetime experience for many 
players who may never get an-
other chance to play in a Super 
Bowl.

“I wanted to share the experi-
ence with my family,” said Se-
ahawks receiver Golden Tate, 
who wore Google Glass and a Go 
Pro camera on his hat. “I wanted 
them to get some of the behind-
the-scenes footage and see what 
it’s like. It’s my way of giving back 
and sharing with them.”

Speaking of sharing, it was a 
no-brainer for the Devils to share 
their building with the NFL on 
the biggest day ahead of the Big 

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

Seattle Seahawks’ Max Unger 
was asked by a reporter at 
Media Day if the reporter could 
touch his beard.

TYSON TRISH, THE RECORD/MCT

The Seahawks’ Richard Sherman sings a song for former Destiny’s Child member Michelle Willians, a 
reporter for “The Insider” Tuesday on Media Day in Newark, N.J.

‘ This is pretty crazy, man. Pretty crazy. I 
saw Waldo. I saw the superhero. They told 
us there were going to be people dressed 
up, but you never really know what to ex-
pect until you see them. ’

Malik Jackson
Broncos defensive end

MATT SLOCUM/AP

Seattle Seahawks’ Golden Tate 
wears Google glasses during 
media day Tuesday, in Newark, 
N.J. Tate said he wanted to be 
able to share behind-the-scenes 
footage with his family.
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BY HOWARD FENRICH

The Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — Every time 
Peyton Manning sets foot in the 
locker room lately, he comes 
across No. 18 jerseys that other 
members of the Denver Broncos 
left for him to sign.

Nothing out of the ordinary. 
Happens all season. Except 
nowadays, instead of asking him 
to donate an autograph for some 
sort of fundraising endeavor, 
teammates are eyeing a personal 
keepsake — as if they’re worried 
they won’t get another chance.

No matter that the 37-year-old 
Manning has made plain he has 
no intention of retiring right now, 
whether his Broncos win or lose 
against the Seattle Seahawks in 
Sunday’s Super Bowl.

“A lot of them had a note: ‘Sign 
this for me.’ So I must have signed 
10 jerseys for my teammates,” 
Manning said Tuesday at media 
day, “which makes me think they 
think I probably should be out of 
here after this game.”

As he spoke, Manning jutted 
out his right thumb, using the uni-
versal symbol for “Take a hike!”

“I feel,” he added, “like they’re 
dropping hints to me.”

The anecdote was told with 
a chuckle, part of Manning’s 
amused take on all the questions 
he’s getting lately about his “lega-
cy” and his future.

“All these hints at, like, retire-
ment,” Manning replied when a 
reporter wanted to know about 
post-playing plans. “I guess 
everybody’s trying to get rid of 
me.”

Just to emphasize the point, 
Manning noted that he hasn’t 
“thought a whole lot about” what 
he wants to do when he decides to 
stop suiting up.

When Manning returned to the 
NFL after a series of neck opera-
tions that sidelined him for the en-

tire 2011 season, there was plenty 
of talk about when — and even 
whether — he would get back to 
the level of play that earned four 
MVP awards and one Super Bowl 
title with the Indianapolis Colts.

He ignored others’ voices. But 
he acknowledged Tuesday he 
couldn’t ignore his own questions 
then.

“I certainly had my concerns 
that entire time,” Manning said.

“The doctors just couldn’t 
tell me anything definite. They 
wouldn’t say, ‘You’re going to be 
back at this time, at 100 percent 
strength level.’ They couldn’t tell 
me,” he continued. “So when the 

doctors can’t tell you that, how do 
you really know?”

Manning recalled what some 
said as he prepared to move from 
the Colts to the Broncos.

“There was a lot of ‘narrative’ 
out there on what I couldn’t do: 
‘He can’t throw to the left.’ And, 
‘He really struggles throwing to 
the right.’ I’m like, ‘How do they 
know? I’ve been throwing in pri-
vate the entire time,’” Manning 
said.

“At the time, throwing to the 
left was about the only thing I 
could do well. So there was a lot 
of misinformation out there.”

As it turned out, Manning 

would be just fine.
Last season, he led the Bron-

cos to the playoffs, earning NFL 
Comeback Player of the Year 
honors.

“I kind of joked, ‘I never want-
ed to be eligible for that award.’ 
... I’ve got to call it more of a sec-
ond chance, second opportunity,” 
Manning said.

Broncos coach John Fox called 
Manning’s immediate success in 
Denver “truly remarkable.”

“To build on that,” Fox added, 
“and to have the kind of season 
he’s had to this point this year, I 
think is unprecedented.”

From the very moment it began 

in September — on opening night,
Manning threw a record-tying
seven touchdown passes in a vic-
tory over the reigning champion
Baltimore Ravens — this season
has been all about Peyton.

In Year 2 of his second act,
Manning threw for 55 touch-
downs and 5,477 yards, both re-
cords. If the Broncos win Sunday, 
Manning will become the first
starting quarterback to lead two
franchises to Super Bowl titles.

“He’s one of the best — if not
the best — quarterbacks to ever
play the game. One day, I want to 
be like him, in terms of the way
he thinks,” Seahawks QB Russell
Wilson said.

Said Seahawks safety Kam 
Chancellor: “In my book, he
ranks No. 1 at quarterback.”

Manning is not inclined to dis-
cuss his own standing in football.

“I’ve been being asked about
my legacy since I was about 25
years old. I’m not sure you can
have a legacy when you’re 25
years old. Even 37,” Manning
said. “I’d like to have to be, like, 
70 to have a legacy. I’m not even
100 percent sure what the word 
even means.”
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Seattle Seahawks (15-3)
vs. Denver Broncos (15-3)
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Midnight Sunday CET
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BY DENNIS WASZAK JR.
The Associated Press

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Seattle Se-
ahawks running back Marshawn Lynch 
abruptly ended his media availability 
— again — walking away from a throng 
of reporters and escorted by a member of 
the New Jersey State Police on Wednes-
day after about seven uncomfortable 
minutes in which he answered just a few 
questions.

The elusive Lynch, who created a stir at 
media day Tuesday by talking for only 6 1⁄2 
minutes, writhed in his seat and leaned his 
head back at times as a few dozen report-
ers, lined up as much as five deep, tried to 
ask him questions during the players’ 45-
minute availability at the team hotel.

“I don’t appreciate this,” he said in a 
tone barely above a whisper. “I’m just 
here so I won’t get fined.”

Earlier this month, Lynch was fined 
$50,000 for not cooperating with the Seat-
tle media. The NFL put that fine on hold, 
saying it would be rescinded if he complied 
with media obligations. During media 
day, Lynch spoke for 6 1⁄2 minutes before 
leaving, and then returning to speak to 

Deion Sanders for NFL Network, to the 
Seahawks website, and to Armed Forces 
Network — and acknowledged he was try-
ing to avoid being fined by the league for 
not meeting his media requirements.

It didn’t appear Lynch would be fined 
by the league.

“Players are required to participate 
and he participated,” NFL spokesman 
Greg Aiello said in an email to The Asso-
ciated Press. “His comments of the past 
two days have been widely circulated.”

 After Lynch was short with his answers 
to a few questions, fullback Michael Rob-
inson moved the microphone over to in 
front of him and began answering ques-
tions for Lynch.

“I’m going to slide up in this thing,” 
Robinson said with a smile, “and break 
up the monotony a little bit. Uhh, Mar-
shawn ain’t going to try to say nothing to 
you guys, so you can direct your questions 
toward me.”

Robinson used the running back’s 
“boss” figure of speech to end each sen-
tence, as Lynch did when asked by Sand-
ers if he was camera shy and responded: 
“I’m just about that action, boss.”

One reporter asked how Lynch was 

feeling.
“He just wants to play ball, boss,” 

Robinson said.
Robinson was then asked how he 

would define “Beast Mode.”
“It’s a lifestyle, boss,” Robinson re-

sponded as Lynch sat back in his chair 
smiling.

Lynch was asked if he was concerned 
he could be fined for not showing up at 
the availability, and he handled that 
one himself.

“I’m here, man,” Lynch said.
At one point, Lynch looked up at 

a team staffer and asked, “What’s 
up with that time?” A few moments 
later, as a reporter tried to ask a 
question, shouting, “Hey, Mar-
shawn!” Lynch got up, climbed 
over a few chairs and made his 
way through the crowd of report-
ers and disappeared through an 
area restricted to team personnel.

“He gets it done on game day,” 
Robinson said after Lynch left. “If 
you’re looking for somebody who’s 
going lead by example, all you have 
to do is watch him run the ball and 
you know what time it is.”

Lynch goes into Least Mode for media

CHARLIE RIEDEL/AP 

Aside from fielding dozens of questions during Super Bowl XLVIII Media Day on Tuesday in Newark, 
N.J., Denver Broncos’ Peyton Manning took time to autograph No. 18 Broncos jerseys for teammates. 
“All these hints at, like, retirement,” Manning joked. “I guess everybody’s trying to get rid of me.”

Seattle Seahawks 
running back 
Marshawn Lynch 
walked away from 
Media Day after 
only 61⁄2 minutes 
of questions.

JEFF ROBERSON/AP
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JEFF ROBERSON/AP

Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning answers questions during Super Bowl XLVIII media day Tuesday in Newark, N.J. 
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